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Possible issues to be aware of (arising from the Library Task)

(There may well be other important issues that the task has brought to your attention, and I don't expect you to have thought about all of the (‘rag-bag’ of) issues listed below.)

· In what way(s) is it appropriate to measure/operationalise concepts such as ‘ethnicity’, ‘marriage’, etc.?

· What forms of data is it appropriate to collect from which groups of people? (For example, is there a need to collect data on male fertility?)

· Why have you not come across quantitative data on, for example, decision-making processes? (Is there, for example, a place for qualitative data with regard to contraceptive decision-making?)

If you have speculated on the reasons for various demographic patterns that you have seen (e.g. regional differences, class-related differences, changes over time), then you may have generated explanations falling into (potentially overlapping) categories such as the following:

· Economic

(e.g. labour market-related; financial)

· Cultural

(e.g. norms; religious/ethnic differences)

· Demographic
(e.g. historical patterns of migration)

· Social

(e.g. family links)

Given that a pattern may have more than one explanation, there is a consequent need for multivariate explanations (which leads to demographers’ use of relatively sophisticated statistical techniques to handle what would otherwise be unmanageably large and complex cross-tabulations!)

You may have found that to address simple points or answer simple questions, it still may be necessary to process (i.e. to select and manipulate) data from within tabulations. Consequently, if one were writing an essay addressing such points/questions, one would need to present the data in an appropriately concise (i.e. focused) way, possibly graphically,

In the publications that you have looked at you may have noticed the way in which data are presented according to period (e.g. a calendar year), cohort (e.g. a specific year of birth) or age. These three possibilities and the relationships between them are of considerable importance within demographic research. (Note the use of period measures relating to hypothetical cohorts, such as the ‘overall’ fertility rate for a particular year, as discussed in Week 2).

Sometimes it can be easy when examining published demographic data to forget to reflect on the sources (methods of collection) of these data and, in particular, the limitations of these sources. For example, what kind of limitations might the sources of data in international publications and in Population Trends have?) Published data need to be interpreted in the context of the nature of the research instruments that were used to generate them. 

