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Questions for the Week 21 session on the Ageing Population

1. Why is it assumed that the elderly will place an increasing ‘burden’ on the rest of society as the population ages?

2. To what extent is it justifiable to view the elderly as a homogeneous, dependent group of people?

3. What are the strengths and weaknesses of ‘dependency ratios’?

4. What solutions are there to the problems posed by an ageing population?

Key readings: Please try to read (at least) the item below marked with an *, or, failing that, one of the other items:
Arber, S. and Ginn, J. 1991. Gender and Later Life. London: Sage. [Chapter 1 ‘The Feminization of Later Life’: pp1-17]. [2C]
Day, L. 1992. The Future of Low Birth-Rate Populations. London: Routledge. [Chapter 3 ‘The Challenge of Numerical Decline and Older Age Structure: Part 1: Finances and the provision of care’: pp36-83; esp. pp36-71]. [1C]
Clarke, J. 1993. ‘The Demography of Ageing in Europe’. In Kaim-Caudle, P., Keithley, J. and Mullender, A. (eds) Aspects of Ageing. London: Forest and Birch. [pp71-80]. [2C]
Falkingham, J. 1989. ‘Dependency and Ageing in Britain: A Re-Examination of the Evidence’, Journal of Social Policy 18.2: 211-233. [J]
Johnson, P. and Falkingham, J. 1992. Ageing and Economic Welfare. London: Sage. [Chapter 2 ‘The Demography of Ageing’: pp18-48]. [1C]
Johnson, M. 1990. ‘Dependency and Interdependency’. In Bond, J. and Coleman, P. (eds) Ageing in Society: An Introduction to Social Gerontology. London: Sage. [Chapter 10: pp209-228]. [1C]
[Number] = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; J = Journal available online].
See also:

Thane, P. 1989. ‘Old Age: Burden or Benefit?’ In Joshi, H. (ed.) The Changing Population of Britain. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. [Chapter 5: pp56-71]. 

