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Questions for Week 10 Seminar on Teenage Pregnancy and Motherhood
1. Why do some teenage women become pregnant?

2. Which categories of teenage women are more/less likely to become pregnant, and why?

3. Why do some teenage pregnancies end in births and some in abortions?

4. How and why do rates of teenage pregnancy and teenage births vary between industrialised countries?

5. What are the consequences of teenage pregnancy?

6. What ‘should’ the responses of policy-makers be to teenage pregnancy?

Please try to read the item(s) below marked with an * before the seminar:

1. Phoenix, A. 1991. Young Mothers? Cambridge: Polity Press. [Chapter 3: ‘How the Women Came to be Mothers’]. [3]
2. Jones, E. 1988. Teenage Pregnancy in Industrialised Countries. New Haven: Yale University Press. [Chapter 9: ‘The Six Countries: Some Conclusions’]. [1C]
3. Hudson, F. and Ineichen, B. 1991. Taking it Lying Down: Sexuality and Teenage Motherhood. London: Macmillan. [Chapter 2: ‘Paths to Pregnancy’]. [3]
4. Selman, P. and Glendinning, C. 1996. ‘Teenage Pregnancy: Do Social Policies Make a Difference?’. In Brannen, J. and O’Brien, M. (eds) Children in Families: Research and Policy. London: UCL Press. [4PE]
5. Moore, S. and Rosenthal, D. 1993. Sexuality in Adolescence. London: Routledge. [Chapter 8: ‘Sexual Risk II: Pregnancy and Abortion’]. [1C]
6a. Schofield, G. 1994. The Youngest Mothers. Avebury. [Chapter 15: ‘Services’]. [1C]
6b. Manlove, J. 1997. ‘Early Motherhood in an Intergenerational Perspective: The Experiences of a British Cohort’, Journal of Marriage and the Family 59.2: 263-279. [JP]
7. Arai, L. 2003. ‘Low expectations, sexual attitudes and knowledge: explaining teenage pregnancy and fertility in English communities. Insights from qualitative research’, Sociological Review 51.2: 199-217. [J]
8. Arai, L. 2003. ‘British policy on teenage pregnancy and childbearing: the limitations of comparisons with other European countries’, Critical Social Policy 23.1: 89-102. [J]
9. Bullen, E., Kenway, J. and Hay, V. 2000. ‘New Labour, social exclusion and educational risk management: the case of ‘gymslip mums’, British Educational Research Journal 26.4: 441-456. [J]
10. Macvarish, J. 2010. ‘The effect of ‘risk-thinking’ on the contemporary construction of teenage motherhood’, Health, Risk and Society 12.4: 313-322. [J]
[Number] = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; P = Library Photocopy; J = Journal available online; E = online ‘e-book’].

There is material in Arai’s book relating to some of the above questions/themes. (Arai, L. 2009. Teenage pregnancy: the making and unmaking of a problem. Bristol: Policy Press.)
