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Questions for Week 14 Seminar on Lone Parents/the Formerly Married

[Note: the following questions merit consideration from a number of different perspectives: e.g. economic, social, personal, etc.]

1.
What are the positive and negative aspects of the situations of the formerly married (and former cohabitees), including those who are lone parents?

2. 
Are the immediate effects of separation different from the longer-term effects?

3. 
Do the formerly married (and former cohabitees) occupy a position on society’s fringes, or even a ‘world of their own’?

4. 
To what extent and why do the formerly married (and former cohabitees) view repartnering positively/negatively?

Readings

Please try to read (at least) the item below marked with an *, or, failing that, one of the other items:

Shaw, S. 1991. ‘The conflicting experiences of lone parenthood’. In Hardey, M. and Crow, G. (eds) Lone Parenthood: Coping with Constraints and Making Opportunities. London: Harvester Wheatsheaf. [Chapter 8: pp143-155]. [2C]
Ambrose, P., Harper, J. and Pemberton, R. 1983. Surviving Divorce: Men Beyond Marriage. Brighton: Wheatsheaf. [Extract from Chapter 7 ‘The subsequent effects’: pp108-127]. [1C]
Chandler, J. 1991. Women without Husbands: An Exploration of the Margins of Marriage. London: Macmillan. [Chapter 4 ‘Emotional and personal lives’: pp60-73]. [2C]
Wallerstein, J. and Kelly, J. 1980. Surviving the Breakup: How Children and Parents Cope with Divorce. London: Grant Macintyre. [Chapter 9 ‘Parents in transition’: pp149-160]. [1C]
Hunt, M. 1966. The World of the Formerly Married. New York: McGraw-Hill. [Chapter 2 ‘The novice’: pp40-75].  [Chapter 1 is also of considerable interest]. [1C]
Burck, C. and Daniel, G. 1995. ‘Moving on: gender beliefs in divorce and stepfamily process’. In Burck, C. and Speed, B. (eds) Gender, Power and Relationships. London: Routledge. [3P]
Kurz, D. 1995. For Richer, For Poorer: Mothers Confront Divorce. London: Routledge. [Chapter 4 ‘Coping with divorce’: pp77-112]. [1C]
Roseneil, S. and Mann, K. 1996. ‘Unpalatable choices and inadequate families: lone mothers and the underclass debate’. In Silva, E.B. (ed.) Good Enough Mothering? Feminist Perspectives on Lone Motherhood. London: Routledge. [Chapter 11: pp191-210]. [3E]
See also Chapter 8 of the following: Lampard, R. and Peggs, K. 2007. Identity and Repartnering after Separation. Basingstoke: Palgrave [2C], and Chapters 6 and 7 of: Hart, N. 1976. When Marriage Ends: A Study in Status Passage. London: Tavistock.
[Number = Number of hard copies of item in Library; C = Online ‘Course Extract’; P = Library Photocopy; E = Available as e-book].
