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SO 326: POPULATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE (Richard Lampard)

Questions for Week 8 seminar on whom people marry (and how they meet them)
1. How might the social and spatial geography of people’s day-to-day lives contribute to a tendency towards homogamy?

2a. Why should levels of homogamy vary between different categories of couple? (e.g. non-co-resident couples, first marriages and remarriages). [N.B. A range of competing explanations for such differences in homogamy often exists].

2b. What sort of factors appear (at least in some contexts) to increase/decrease the likelihood of heterogamy?

3. Do partners in heterogamous couples necessarily perceive heterogamy as a problem? (If so, why?)

4. Is homogamy more a consequence of structural and cultural constraints or more a consequence of individual preferences?

5. Under what circumstances would one not expect heterogamy to increase the risk of marital dissolution?

Please try to read at least one of the items marked with * and ** before the seminar. Start with the first item (*), and read the second (**) if you’ve the time and energy to read both! If one of your items is somewhat technical, concentrate on the ideas and issues raised.
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