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SEX, GENDER AND POWER: SOCIAL PROCESSES AT WORK

Spring Term 2011-12

Tuesdays 10.00-12.00 Gillian Rose Room 
Convenor:  Carol Wolkowitz




Seminar Format: Introductions and Investigations

For each seminar students will introduce the topic through using assigned and recommended reading listed on the Reading List and other students will provide data on an empirical investigation they conduct on the same topic The latter will contribute fresh data to the debate. It will probably consist of a transcript of an interview or a set of photographs illuminating one or more aspects of the topic for that week, but you can be creative in developing other possibilities for investigations. Students will sign up for their topics in week 1.

As there are a large number of students this year students will probably have to work in pairs- two students working together to introduce the topic by choosing different questions from the reading list to address. Two other students will present their investigation (s), working separately or together. Each must participate in making the presentation in seminar.

What is required is spelled out in more detail below. Please ask if you have questions. I am happy to give individual advice on how to approach different topics.

Introductions to the seminar

The person(s) introducing the seminar should propose some possible answers to one of the questions listed in the seminar reading list, or identify considerations to keep in mind in answering it. 

· We will help you choose a question from the Reading List to focus on that interests you, in advance. However, if you find that your reading is more relevant to a different question, you can redirect your introduction. 

· You should NOT summarise each individual article. The class will have read these articles themselves. Of course you might want to make a summary of articles for your own use, but that is only the FIRST step. Your presentation should present your evaluation of the articles or the data in them, or make an argument about the relation between the readings. Plan to make up to 3 points. For instance you can identify three points of comparison between the articles, and say which makes the stronger case. Or you can consider two or three ways in which the focus of debate has developed from when the first article/ book was published, until the most recent. Or you can identify key concepts in the debate and explain what they mean. All this means that you should be introducing the topic, not the reading as such, but considering from your own perspective what the reading tells us about the topic, not just repeating what it says. The introducer should try to give the seminar something to debate, for instance, make an argument in favour of one interpretation or definition as against others.

· The introducer should plan to talk for 10 minutes (or if there are two introducers, 7 minutes each). We will stop you after 15 minutes, even if you are not finished, so it’s essential to rehearse your presentation to check how long it takes.

· Students will need to consult the module convenor, Carol Wolkowitz, in good time as to which question to choose and which additional reading from the list would be relevant to that question.

· Feel free to distribute a handout to the members of the class if you feel that would be helpful in making your presentation.

Investigations

In addition, each week one or more students will produce data in relation to the topic and present it in class. This data can be in the form of an interview or photographs or other kinds of data. It is a good idea to check your idea with Carol in advance to make sure it is suitable.  Students will not be able to wait to start this task the week before, because you will need to do some background reading on the topic so that you can decide on an appropriate investigation. After that you need to think about a good place to observe, or person to interview, and check your ideas with Carol.

Whichever kind of investigation you undertake you will have to think about its ethical implications, and report on these to the class, along with other aspects of your methodology. Your report on your investigation should take about 10 minutes, and we will stop you if you run overtime.

Please tell me by email by Monday morning the day before the seminar what sort of data you are bringing so we can get the right equipment ready or make the department Xeroxing facilities available to you.

Interviews

If you plan an interview you should do the reading first, so that you have some ideas about what issues or experiences are relevant to that topic and which you can explore with your informant. You should tape record the interview and type it out for distribution to other students. If at all possible you should send the transcript to Carol to distribute electronically to other students to read beforehand. Otherwise plan to Xerox the transcript before the seminar so each person has their own copy of the transcript to read and analyse in class. Be sure to change any details that would identify the interviewee, especially their name.

· In presenting your transcript you should identify things in it that you think are interesting in relation to the topic, and in relation to issues on sex, gender and power at work. Does what the person says seem to confirm what is argued in the reading, for instance, or give another slant? Other students will also have ideas about what is interesting, so we can engage in a collective analysis.

· There are so many ideas you can consider. For instance if your topic is household labour you can ask the people in one household to each record the household work they do over the course of one week, present the raw data, or put their reports into a detailed table. Then help the class to analyse their reports.  If your topic is inequality in the labour market you can interview someone about their career so far. Ask them to talk you through their ‘work history’ chronologically, including the successes and hold-ups they have experienced along the way, and whether they feel they have experienced discrimination, and why. If your topic is care work you could interview someone who works as a carer.

· You will find that interviews will work better if they feel like a conversation rather than a formal interview. It usually works better if you pose open-ended questions: NOT ‘Did you like that job?’ BUT ‘What are the things you like about your job?; and then, afterwards, a second question like ‘What are the things you don’t like about your job?’. A good interview takes at least one hour-- you want to go into depth. Miranda Darko (Room R2.11) has tape recorders you can borrow, or you might be able to use your mobile phone. 

· Remember as a rule of thumb that a one- hour interview can take 5 to 7 hours to transcribe.

· In the seminar you should explain what your interview transcript or other data tells us, sociologically, and also explain how you acquired the data and how that influences what it shows. You should also give the class an opportunity to consider the data themselves to see what other aspects they can analyse.
Visual data

Visual images often provide an excellent source of sociological data, as well as providing lucidity and interest. 

Taking photographs and presenting them to others is a good way of allowing others to view a social setting, the social actors involved, and their interactions. Asking other people to take photographs can also be a good way to see how the world looks through their eyes.

If you wish to provide visual data you should do the reading for the seminar first, so that you can then decide on a suitable investigation and what visual data might contribute. This means that you should start planning your study several weeks before your presentation. I will be happy to talk this through with you.

When taking photographs you should get the subjects’ permission, especially if their faces will show in the picture. Actually if you say it is for a student project you will find that most people will be happy to allow you to photograph. If necessary, however, you can later ‘pixilate’ the subjects’ faces, so that they can’t be identified, and you can suggest this to the informants if necessary. It is easier and cheaper to use a digital camera or a mobile phone camera, but remember that not all mobile phones can upload pictures to computers, so make sure yours can before you start. If you use an analogue camera, i.e. one that uses film, you can convert the developed pictures to electronic images to project in class by using one of the scanners in the Learning Grid or the Library. Let me know well in advance if you want to borrow a camera from the University.

There are several different ways to present your visual data to the seminar. One is to project the images from a computer/ projector onto the screen. You can load them into Power Point for this purpose and then copy your presentation onto a memory stick. Carol is happy to show students how to do this. If you show them on Power Point make sure to go very, very slowly, giving the class an opportunity to talk about each image in turn. You could also print the photographs and then Xerox them to distribute in class. This can work well because it gives the other students a chance to focus on the pictures at their own speed, and to go back to earlier ones.  In either case, however many photos you take, you should choose 8 to 10 of the most interesting, which show something you want to discuss, or want the class to analyse. When showing the pictures plan to allow the class time to think about each image and discuss what it shows, or different possible interpretations.
In the seminar you should explain what your think your images tell us, sociologically, and also explain how you acquired the data and how that influences what it shows.
Have fun with this, and do not hesitate to ask questions for further guidance.

Carol Wolkowitz

8 January 2012
