
Where is the Theory in 
my Data? The role of 
theory in Ethnographic 
Research

The Circle is a series of informal, multidisciplinary discussions which alternate
presentations by leading ethnographers with group sessions where participants
reflect on their ethnographic research practices. In short: an ethnographic self-
help group.
In this year’s edition, we address the process of theorising in ethnography and
how theory fits into ethnographic research. This is often a chicken and egg
question that plagues much of qualitative research including ethnography - what
comes first theory or data? And how to move from one to the other? We know
that good ethnography is usually theory-driven (Wilson & Chaddha, 2009).
However, the relationship between the two is complicated and worth to be
examined in details.
Drawing on the experience of the participants and the expert speakers, during our
friendly and welcoming meetings we will explore questions such as: How do
different fields of social research use theory in ethnographic research? What
counts as theory in ethnographic work? What is the difference between inductive,
deductive and abductive theorising? How do we balance description and analysis?
How can we do theory when we are not using texts? These are some of the
questions that drive this year’s Circle, where we are concerned with how theory
fits into ethnographic research.
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Writing  
Ethnographically 

The Circle is a series of informal, multidisciplinary discussions which alternate 
presentations by leading ethnographers with group sessions where participants 
reflect on ethnographic research practices. Participation is open to all Warwick 
students/faculty and is extended to students from other DTCs. This is the fourth 
edition of the event which is organized by the IKON research group. 

In this year’s edition, we address the theme of writing. Ethnography is a         
research approach that defines itself not only in terms of data collection     
methods but also in light of how the empirical materials are worked out into a 
text.  Yet, how to produce a strong ethnographic narrative — one that provides 
the reader with a sense of being there — is not a straightforward matter.  
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and open to         
students from other 
institutions 

All events are held 
from 3-4.30pm in 
the Wolfson         
Research Exchange.  

First Meeting: Tuesday 7 November 
Seminar with Tamar Gross (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)  

The Interactive Dynamic of the Review Process of Ethnographic Articles 

For information and to register please contact: ethnography@wbs.ac.uk  
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This year’s edition of the circle starts with a seminar by Tamar Gross 
who has recently finished a research project in which she analyzed 
the reviewing/re-writing process of ethnographic articles published 
in top-tier journals in the discipline of Organization Science. She will 
share with us some insights on how ethnographers review their texts 
and deal with requests from reviewers and editors. The session is an 
opportunity to learn more about the challenges of crafting papers 
and some general do and don’ts related to the (re)writing process. 

Tamar is a doctoral researcher at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and a visiting scholar at NYU Stern School of Business. She has con-
ducted research previously in the biotechnology sector and worked 
as an organizational consultant for close to a decade.  

For information and to register please contact: ethnography@wbs.ac.uk

Admission is 
free and open 
to students 
from other 
institutions 

All events are 
held in the 
Wolfson 
Research 
Exchange 
CV4 7AL 

Ila Bharatan and Davide Nicolini 
(Warwick Business School) 

Meetings
19th November: Seminar with Alice Mah (Warwick University)  

10th December: Seminar with Catherine Pope (Oxford University)

14th January: “Good” Theorising in Ethnographic Work  

20th February: Workshop on Crafting Papers for Publication with Gerardo Patriotta (Warwick 
University) 

12th March: Knowledge Sharing Session on  Moving from Data Analysis to Theorising 

30th April : Seminar with Tammar Zilber (Hebrew University of Jerusalem) 

Find us online: 

Organised with the 
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