
 

Traditional and Non-
Traditional Ways of 
Doing Ethnography: 
Methods, issues & 
tricks of the trade 

The Circle is a series of informal, multidisciplinary discussions that alternate 

presentations by leading ethnographers with group sessions where participants reflect 

on their ethnographic research practices. In short: an ethnographic self-help group.  

 Ethnography, as with other research methods, has had its share of innovations and 

adaptations to suit changing times and demands of disciplines. Nevertheless, the 

‘traditions’ of ethnography hold firm. Ethnographers still look for a population of ‘natives’ 

to explore, though these may now be employees of an organisation, members of a social 

movement or online avatars. We still go to the ‘field’ and conduct observations for long 

periods. We still write thick descriptive texts. Due to current global circumstances, these 

‘traditional’ ways of conducting ethnography may no longer be possible or suitable in 

certain situations. As Karl Weick noted, turbulent times and crises invite reflection. 

Drawing on the experience of participants and our expert speakers, in this year’s edition, 

we will use our informal gathering as a space to reflect on traditional and non-

traditional ways of doing ethnography.   

The Ethnography Circle 
November 2020 – April 2021 

The Ethnography Circle 
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The Circle is a series of informal, multidisciplinary discussions which alternate 
presentations by leading ethnographers with group sessions where participants 
reflect on ethnographic research practices. Participation  is open to all Warwick 
students/faculty and is extended to students from other DTCs. This is the fourth 
edition  of the event which is organized by the IKON research group. 

In this year’s edition, we address the theme of writing. Ethnography is a         
research approach that defines itself not only in terms of data collection     
methods but also in light of how the empirical materials are worked out into a 
text.  Yet, how to produce a strong ethnographic narrative — one that provides 
the reader with a sense of being there — is not a straightforward matter.  

Pedro Monteiro and Davide Nicolini 

Admission is free 
and open to         
students from other 
institutions 

All events are held 
from 3-4.30pm in 
the Wolfson         
Research Exchange.  

First Meeting: Tuesday 7 November 

Seminar with Tamar Gross (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)  

The Interactive  Dynamic of the Review Process of Ethnographic Articles 

For information and to register please contact: ethnography@wbs.ac.uk  

Find us online: 

Organised with the  

support of IKON, the 
Warwick ESRC Doctoral 
Training Centre, and the 
Institute of Advanced 
Study 

This year’s edition  of the circle starts with a seminar by Tamar Gross 
who has recently fini shed a research project in which she analyzed 
the reviewing/re-writing process of ethnographic articl es published 
in top-tier  journals in the discipline of Organization  Science. She will 
share with us some insights on how ethnographers review their texts 
and deal with requests from reviewers and editors. The session is an 
opportunity to learn more about the challenges of crafting papers 
and some general do and don’ts related to the (re)writing process. 

Tamar is a doctoral researcher at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and a visitin

g
 scholar at NYU Stern School of Business. She has con-

ducted research previously in the biotechnology sector and worked 
as an organizatio

n
al consultant for close to a decade.  

For information and registration contact: ethnography@wbs.ac.uk 

Admission is 
free and open 
to students 
from other 
institutions  
 
 
Event location: 
Online unless 
things change 
dramatically  

Ila Bharatan, Derin Kent & Davide Nicolini  

Meetings (15.00-16.30 UK time) 

Find us online: 

Organised with the 
support of IKON, PPI & 
Warwick ESRC Doctoral 
Training Centre 

17
th 

 November Conversations on Auto Ethnography with Nick Cherryman  (University of 

Warwick) &  Jaime Garcia Iglesias (University of Manchester) 
 8

th 
December Seminar on Industrial Ethnography with Simon Roberts (President of EPIC & CEO 

of Stripe Partners) 
12

th 
January Relational and Visual Ethnography: Thinking through research design 

 11
th 

February Seminar on Decolonial Ethnography with Carolina Alonso Bejarano (University of 

Warwick)   
 3

rd 
 March Workshop on Shadowing and Accessing Elites  with Maja Korica (University of 

Warwick)   
1

st
 April Seminar with Daniel Beunza: (City University) Exploring the Ethnographic Backstage 

 


