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Abstracts:
•	“70-80% of doctors do not understand health statistics": What's the solution'?
This talk reviews methods that help physicians make sense of health statistics. In the CME workshops that I have led, roughly 1,000 physicians to date quickly learned how to understand risks and their formats, such as absolute risks versus relative risks, mortality rates versus survival rates, and natural frequencies versus conditional probabilities. However, medical departments remain surprisingly reluctant to teach medical students statistical thinking. 
•	How current health care systems encourage overtreatment of patients and deception  
While the first talk focuses on the individual physician, the second deals with the medical system. It focuses on defensive decision making due to physicians’ fear of malpractice suits and the conflicts of interests inherent in medical systems. It makes clear that the decisions physicians make cannot be explained by standard individual decision theory but are a function of the incentives and legal fears physicians have, together with an unhealthy portion of blind trust that many people exhibit when they see a white coat.
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