
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATIONS:  
SAVE THE DATE 
The University of Warwick would like to invite you to an 
event to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the Warwick 
in Africa programme on Thursday 6 May, 2021.  This will 
be a lovely opportunity to reflect on the key moments of 
the last 15 years and to hear from our wonderful partners, 
students and supporters.  Further details to be confirmed 
so please look out for an email from us in the New Year. 

TO GET INVOLVED PLEASE CONTACT THE TEAM:
	 	benefactors@warwick.ac.uk
		 	+44 (0)24 7657 4037 
	 	www.warwick.ac.uk/warwickinafrica 
	 	@WarwickinAfrica
	 	@WarwickInAfrica
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Thank you so much for your support of Warwick in 
Africa. As you’re part of our wonderful community of 
supporters and volunteers, this annual report has been 
designed to update you about our activities this year, 
which has been a year like no other. The impact of 
the pandemic on Warwick in Africa’s activities in 2020 
has been very significant. In March we had to take the 
difficult decision to cancel all inter-country travel for the 
year, moving many of our activities online. 

However, I’m pleased that virtual mentoring for our 
Lead Teachers has continued throughout this period, 
and some teacher-led professional development events 
have also continued to take place locally. At the end 
of September, the annual Lead Teacher Conference 
was held virtually for the first time. Connecting hubs 
in Ghana, Tanzania, South Africa and the UK, with 
contributions from a greater number of speakers than 
ever before, meant we were still able to deliver a rich 
and exciting programme of events. 

Many student volunteers recruited for placements in 
2020 have instead contributed to Warwick in Africa by 
taking part in two UK-based research projects, providing 
us with new knowledge and data which will inform 
the programme’s development. Some of the students 
participated in the Lead Teacher Conference, leading to 
interesting conversations and lively interaction. 

We’re also excited to have embarked on a new 
partnership with the Commonwealth Education 
Trust who have created a digital teacher professional 
development programme called Teach2030, to make 
bitesize professional development courses available to 
teachers in our partner schools. Now more than ever 
it’s important for teachers to be able to access training 
and support online and Teach 2030 gives schools easy 
access to quality digital materials.

We’ve learnt some very valuable lessons this year, and 
many of these will continue to inform our development 
of the WiA programme even as the world moves back 
towards normal. But we’re very much hoping to get 
back into schools in 2021 and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our partners and supporters for 
sticking with us through this immensely challenging year. 
One event to look forward to is our 15th anniversary 
celebrations – read on for 
more details and please join 
us if you can.

With very best wishes

Colin Sparrow
Programme Director

Name:  Professor Jane Hutton
Why I support Warwick in 
Africa: “As a statistician, I 
was delighted to hear about 

your approach to supporting 
mathematics education in Africa. 

As well as encouraging young 
learners and providing teachers with 

ideas and tools to add to their repertoire, Warwick 
in Africa benefits our students by broadening their 
cultural knowledge and social awareness. It’s lovely 
to be able to contribute to a project which benefits 
so many different people in many countries.”
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“I feel more empowered 
and have a lot of 
knowledge that I am more 
empowered to share.” 

Lead Teacher, Kayamandi

“Now I can boldly say I can solve problems myself” 
Lead Teacher, Limpopo

ALL

31 62 
courses so far.

“Teach 2030 reverberates the innate excitement 
and joy at being part and parcel of such a 
‘Revolution’. It came at the right time.” 

Lead Teacher, Soweto

100%
	 teachers who attended felt their digital 

skills had improved 
	 participants said they acquired new 

teaching techniques or strategies 
	 attendees felt participation had a positive 

impact on their morale as a teacher 

55Lead Teacher led 
workshops have taken 
place and a total of 

274274 teachers in Tanzania 
have been trained by 
our Lead Teachers.

teachers attended a 
pioneering Digital Lead 
Teacher Conference delivered 
from 5 hubs across Ghana, 
Tanzania and South Africa.

of
Lead Teachers have 

registered on the Teach 
2030 platform for online 

learning, they have 
completed a total of 

STUDENT 
PROGRAMME

19 students took part in our UK based 
research projects and produced eight 
detailed reports, as well as presenting 
their findings to the Team and the 
Digital Lead Teacher Conference.

	 of surveyed participants noted improved 
critical thinking, team working and 
communication skills

	 also found that their awareness of issues 
around sustainability increased 

100%

TANZANIA

“I gained valuable insight into the importance of 
sustainability and long term thinking for charities. The 
process of writing a report was also very valuable for 
me as (being a Maths student) I’ve not really worked 
on any long written projects like this so I gained 
additional skills.” 

Student volunteer

EXPANDING  
INTO KENYA
We’re incredibly excited to have partnered 
with The COSARAF Charitable Foundation, 
who have enabled Warwick in Africa to 
expand into a fourth country. Thanks to 
their generosity, the Teacher Training 
Workshops will be delivered in Kenya and 
we look forward to proceeding with this 
planned expansion.

FIND US ONLINE
Have you visited our website recently? We’ve refreshed the pages and redefined Warwick in Africa’s values of 
Collaboration, Respect, Aspiration, Impact, Commitment and Resilience. You can read more about them at 
warwick.ac.uk/giving/projects/wia/about/ourvalues.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF WARWICK IN AFRICA. 
ALMOST 136,000 LEARNERS, TEACHERS AND WARWICK 

STUDENTS HAVE BENEFITTED DIRECTLY FROM THE 
PROGRAMME OVER THE PAST 15 YEARS. THAT’S INCREDIBLE. 

Hulisani Sithagu has been with 
Warwick in Africa since 2011, as a 

staff member of the International 
Office at the University of Venda, one 

of our key partners in the Limpopo 
region of South Africa. Over the years, 

Hulisani has played host to every single one 
of our student volunteer placements and teacher 

workshops in Limpopo, organising all logistics around venues, 
travel and accommodation with great commitment and care, 
and ensuring a good experience is had by all. Without these 
long term partnerships the work we do would not be possible. 
Thank you to Hulisani and all of our delivery partners (some of 
whom are pictured, right) for being such fantastic advocates 
and facilitators for Warwick in Africa. 



 
15 YEARS OF  
WARWICK IN AFRICA
THE STORY SO FAR
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Warwick in Africa begins as a pilot project 
involving six schools in Johannesburg and 
12 student volunteers. 

Founder Patrick Dunne: “Maths is a 
great liberator from poverty. Helping 
local teachers by supporting them with 
volunteers who could inspire with humility, 
energy, empathy and respect might just 
make a difference. Turns out it was a great 
equation!”

The programme extends its reach to 
Tanzania in two schools in Dar Es Salaam. 
 
The first Warwick Study Programme takes 
place on the Warwick campus, attended 
by two teachers from South Africa.  The 
objective is to inspire and motivate 
teachers as well as to provide them with 
an opportunity to visit the UK, immerse 
themselves in UK culture and spend time in 
UK schools.

In 2009, Phumi Mthiyane visited Warwick for our annual study 
programme. She had been involved in the programme from the 
outset and had worked closely with several teams of volunteers. 
“When I returned [from Warwick] everything changed because 
of how inspired I was to be a better version of myself. The 
programme made me realise how capable I am and assisted 
me in my journey in ICT and eLearning as a career. At the end 
of 2016 I received a promotion to Senior Education Specialist at 
the district office. After only three years I then received another 
promotion to the Head Office where I am now a Deputy Chief 
Education Specialist in eLearning. WIA made me realise how 
capable I am and I love my job. Thank you, WIA.”

Walker first 
encounters the WiA 
programme in 2014 
when a volunteer 
called Luke gives him 
the confidence and 
self-belief that he 
can do Maths. Five 
years later we meet 
Walker again, now 
as a trainee teacher 
in one of our other 
partner schools. 
Walker wants to 
inspire the next generation of students living in poverty. 
Teaching in underachieving schools means he can have a 
big impact, exposing the children to new ideas and giving 
meaning to education just like Luke was able to for him.

Our Study Programme is going from 
strength to strength: eight teachers attend 
the programme at Warwick. 

We start working in Ghana 
in three schools in Accra 
and pilot our first Teacher 
Workshops in Ghana with 180 participants. 

Warwick in Africa celebrates its 10th year 
anniversary! 

Soumya’s experience volunteering with 
Warwick in Africa in Ghana in 2015 
leads her to found Project Baala, an 
organisation dedicated to improving 
knowledge and understanding of 
menstruation and providing girls with 
environmentally sustainable menstrual 
products.  “These ten weeks set the 
course for at least the next ten years of 
my life,” she says.

WiA brings together its activities supporting teachers into 
the Teacher Support Programme. Our first Lead Teacher 
Conference takes place in Tanzania, attended by 13 teachers.  

The programme is 
approaching its 15th 
anniversary in 2021. 
Over the past 15 years, 
735 Warwick students 
have completed 
Warwick in Africa volunteering placements 
working directly with a total of more than 
130,000 learners and we’ve delivered 
training for nearly 5,000 teachers.

WiA connects Phamela, a talented learner from Kayamandi 
to Young Scientists for Africa and she successfully gains a 
scholarship to attend the London International Youth Science 
Forum. “It was my first time travelling outside the country; the 
forum created more opportunities for growth and development 
with the STEM field and I was able to decide what I would love to 
do in the future. It was not only about Science but the experience 
brings you closer to other cultures, ideas, values, beliefs and 
religions. It was the best experience ever.”
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