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Stellenbosch-Warwick Seed Fund
Application Seed Fund, February 2027 round

Word version of the application form.
Please note: all of this information needs to be completed on the electronic application form. This version is for your records only, and to allow you to save progress if required.

SECTION 1: APPLICANTS
	
	University of Warwick
	Stellenbosch University

	PRINCIPAL APPLICANTS 
Principal Applicants will be accountable for project and budget management and reporting. They are also the designated point of contact for project correspondence.

	Title
	
	

	Name
	
	

	Position
	
	

	Faculty
	
	

	Department
	
	

	Email
	
	

	Do you consider yourself an Early Career Researcher (ECR)?
	☐ Yes 	☐ No
	☐ Yes 	☐ No

	Does your employment contract cover the duration of the project funding period?
	☐ Yes 	☐ No
	☐ Yes 	☐ No

	Name of approving Head of Department or School
	
	

	Email: Approving Head of Department or School
	
	

	Name of departmental administrator (for finance purposes)
	
	

	Email: departmental administrator
	
	





	

	University of Warwick
	Stellenbosch University

	CO-APPLICANT(S) (optional)

	Title 
	
	

	Name
	
	

	Position
	
	

	Faculty
	
	

	Department
	
	

	Email
	
	

	Is the co-applicant a PhD student?
	
	


*Please add more co-applicant sections if required
Non-Stellenbosch/Warwick Visiting/Third-party Fellows (if applicable, maximum of one per application)
	Title  
	

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Institution/Organisation
	

	Faculty / School or Department
	

	Email
	



SECTION 2: PROJECT DETAILS
	Project Title
	

	Start Date
	Click or tap to enter a date.
	End Date 
	Click or tap to enter a date.

	Is this a revised submission?
	𝥀 Yes  𝥀 No
If yes, please provide the year/ round of the initial submission:
Year: __________  Round:_______________


	Does your submission include any of the International locations for Stellenbosch or Warwick (Please tick all that apply)
	𝥀 Stellenbosch Tygerberg Campus  
𝥀 Stellenbosch Bellville Park Campus         
𝥀 Stellenbosch Saldanha Campus
𝥀 Warwick Venice Centre
𝥀 Other ________________________________________  

	Project Summary (200 words)
Note: this section is submitted via the Project Summary and Case for Support document

Applications will be evaluated by peer reviewers from Stellenbosch and Warwick, and a joint Stellenbosch-Warwick Selection Committee. Please note that peer reviewers may not be subject experts in your field. Your application should be written in clear, accessible language suitable for a general audience so that reviewers can easily understand the project. 
Submissions that significantly exceed the nominated word limits will not be read beyond the maximum permitted word count. 
If successful, this summary may also be used for dissemination and promotional purposes


	



	Case for Support (4 sides)
Note: this section is submitted via the Project Summary and Case for Support document

	· Please overwrite the guidance below and expand this box as necessary. 
· The Case for Support should include information under the following headings:
· Project idea and context
· Aims/objectives – you may wish to include information on the following: 
· Is the project novel and timely? 
· Does the project fit in with the strategic priorities of the Departments, Faculties and/or the Universities? Is the project balanced in benefit to Stellenbosch and Warwick? 
· Complementarity of the project teams and why the initiative could not occur at either university on its own, or the additionality achieved through collaboration.
· How does support from the Seed Fund offer a pathway to impact and/or further external funding? Is there a fit between the project and the priorities of external funding agencies? The selecting committee will expect to see details of specific external funding schemes which the applicant will target, if relevant
· Are the objectives and methodology clearly stated?
· Does the project represent value for money and utilise most efficient and effective means to achieve the project objectives? 
· Methodology
· Track record of the project team
· Brief timetable
· Project management – this should include an indication of the role(s) to be played by applicants and co-applicants in the project
· Project outcomes
· Details & Justification of costs – please provide an adequate level of detail about costs sought. Both Universities have committed to reducing our carbon footprint. Where travel costs are requested, please explain the added value of in-person activities as opposed to virtual alternatives. 





SECTION 3: BUDGET
	BUDGET CONTRIBUTION REQUESTED FROM THE FUND

Please complete the “Seed Fund Budget Table” in the accompanying Excel document.
The maximum request is ZAR R100,000 at Stellenbosch and GBP£5,000 at Warwick per application.
Please provide a breakdown of the estimated costs for the proposed activities, per financial year of each university. The Stellenbosch financial year runs from 1 February to 31 January each year. 
Stellenbosch funding is transferred to the cost centre that is provided by the successful applicant. SU International will transfer 75% of the award during the first year, and the remaining 25% after the successful completion of the project and reporting requirements. 
Warwick financial years run from 1 August to 31 July each year. The Warwick funds must be spent and all associated expenses fully processed within the financial year in which they are allocated below. Any unspent budget remaining at the end of the respective financial year(s) will be forfeited and cannot be carried over. Any overspend incurred will need to be covered by the relevant Department.
Travel, accommodation and other costs for Stellenbosch and Warwick staff are to be paid by their respective home university. 
Standard financial regulations of the home university apply.
Costs must be itemised – e.g. for accommodation: number of people x number of nights x up to the maximum guide cost per night.
See the Stellenbosch-Warwick Seed Fund Guidelines for further information on preparing your project budget.

	Total funds requested

	Warwick

	Funding requested 2026/27 GBP £
	

	Funding requested 2027/28 GBP £
	

	Funding requested 2028/2029
	

	TOTAL funding requested GBP £
	

	Stellenbosch

	Funding requested 2027 ZAR R
	

	Funding requested 2028 ZAR R
	

	TOTAL funding requested ZAR R
	







SECTION 4: DECLARATION OF SUPPORT
[bookmark: _Hlk101441152]All applications must be endorsed to ensure activities align with Faculty/Department priorities and that sufficient resourcing is available. An e-mail from respective Heads of Department/School is sufficient as statement of support. 
Stellenbosch endorsements must come from the Head of Department (or equivalent)
Warwick endorsements must come from the Head of Department (or equivalent). A standard template can be found here.
Applications involving more than one Department/School must be supported by the Head of Department of the Principal Applicant and contain a statement confirming that the Heads of Department(s) or equivalent of each co-applicant also support the application.
The Statements of Support must include the following: 
The Department/School/Faculty/Portfolio confirms that: 
· The project aligns with its strategic priorities; 
· The department will provide the necessary facilities; 
· The project would not entail a significant reduction in the ability of the staff member(s) to contribute to their core and allocated work nor an unreasonable increase in the use of any Department/School/Faculty/Portfolio/University services; and 
· Any health and safety and ethical requirements have been considered and any relevant approvals will be sought before the project begins. 

 Where technological resources are required by Warwick applicants, a supporting statement from the Academic Technology team would need to be included in the application. If it cannot be supported through existing services, some costs may need to be added to the application. See Digital Learning Environment for available tools. For projects involving doctoral students, an additional statement of support must be submitted from the student’s supervisor or Head of Department.

Applications that do not include all necessary endorsements before the call deadline will be ineligible. 

SECTION 5: Research Integrity and Ethics
	Ethics and Sponsorship

	Will the project involve human participants, their data or tissue?
	Yes/No

	Does the project involve the NHS or Social Care?
	Yes/No

	Will the project involve animals?
	Yes/No

	Is the research commissioned by the military?
	Yes/No

	Is the research commissioned under an EU security call?
	Yes/No

	Will the research involve the acquisition of security clearances?
	Yes/No

	Will the research concern terrorist or extreme groups?
	Yes/No

	Export Control Due Diligence (Warwick Principal Applicant only)

	Is your research funded by or are you collaborating with a non-UK military organisation?
	Yes/No

	Please indicate if you are transferring (physically, electronically, or verbally) any technologies, material, equipment, or know-how to any non-UK organisation, in the following categories?
1. Aeronautical and Space Technology;
2. Applied Chemistry, Biochemistry and Chemical Engineering;
3. Applied Physics;
4. Biotechnology;
5. Computers
6. Electrical and Mechanical Engineering;
7. Instrumentation and Sensors;
8. Marine
9. Materials Technology;
10. Nuclear Technologies;
11. Production and Process Technology;
12. Telecommunications and Information Technology;
	Yes/No

	If yes, please specify below:

	

	Does the technology (i.e. information, data or know-how), material, equipment or know-how you intend to share, have the potential to support the design, development, production, stockpiling or use of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons? If yes, please specify below:
	Yes/No

	What is the Technology Readiness Level (TRL) of the project?
	

	Do you have any concerns that the end user of this research could use the technology, material, equipment or know-how to support the design, development, production, stockpiling or use of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons?
	Yes/No

	Are you receiving any technology, material, equipment or know-how from the US or which is subject to US export control? If yes, please specify below:
	Yes/No



Additional information on applying for ethics is available from:
Warwick University – Research & Impact Services
Stellenbosch University – https://www.sun.ac.za/english/research-innovation/Research-Development/integrity-ethics 
Additional information of Export Controls Legislation (Warwick) is available from: Export Controls (warwick.ac.uk)

Notes to Applicants:
Before submission, please check you have the following:
☐	Read the accompanying “Stellenbosch-Warwick Seed Fund Guidelines"
☐	Completed the “Project Summary and Case for Support” document
☐ 	Completed the accompanying budget tables in Excel
☐	Two short CVs - one from each of the Principal Applicants from Stellenbosch and Warwick;
☐	Statements of support (Warwick template)
Submission:
· Applications must be submitted via this form by 30 October 6pm BST
· Please ensure that all principal and co-applicants are copied in the submission

Websites for further details: 
University of Warwick: warwick.ac.uk/global/africa/fundingopportunities/stellenboschwarwickseedfund/ 
Stellenbosch University: www.sun.ac.za/international

For further advice, please contact:
WARWICK
Ms Laura Townsend, International Partnerships Officer, International Strategy and Relations
Email: l.townsend@warwick.ac.uk

STELLENBOSCH
Ms Keshia Arendse, Coordinator: Comprehensive Partnership Portfolio, Centre for Global Engagement
Email: Keshiaa@sun.ac.za
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