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“Jeśli zapomnę o nich, Ty, Boże na Niebie, zapomnij o mnie”
Adam Mickiewicz, Dziady Część III, 1832

“If I forget them, You, God in Heaven, do forget me too”
Adam Mickiewicz, Dziady Part III, 1832

	
  

2	
  

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I would like to thank the Lord Rootes Memorial Fund Committee for their trust and
encouragement. Without their generosity I would not have been able to make this
research project possible.
I would also like to thank Mrs. Regina Hirsch for the time that we spent together
during my visit to Los Angeles, for her honesty and support. I am most grateful.
I thank Dr. Jack Wetter, whose ideas were particularly helpful and allowed me to
reach my own conclusions.
I would also like to thank everyone at the Center for Jewish History in New York
City, especially Mr. David Rosenberg, Mrs. Hanna Gaffni and Mrs. Marylin
Friedmann of the Jewish Museum of New York.

	
  

3	
  

CONTENTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Acknowledgments
Contents
Appendices
Introduction
Research Aims
Research Methodology and Structure of the Report
Remembering the Jews in Poland
a. Kielce
i. The Synagogue
ii. Student Survey
1. Findings
b. Warsaw
i. Museum of the History of the Polish Jews
ii. Warsaw: Observations and Conclusions
c. Cracow
8. Poland – Reflections and Conclusions
9. The Jews and the United States
a. New York
b. Baltimore
c. United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C.
d. Los Angeles
e. Personal observations
10. Final Remarks, Personal Reflections and Conclusion
11. References
12. Appendix I
13. Appendix II

	
  

4	
  

3
4
5
7
12
12
13
14
23
25
29
30
36
41
42
58
60
60
66
68
70
75
76
78
80
81

APPENDICES
I.
II.

	
  

Budget statement
Student Survey [in Polish]

80
82

5	
  

During my visit to the US I took hundreds of photographs, many of which I intended
to include in this report. Unfortunately, I am not able to do so. A few days after I
came back to London I was robbed and lost my laptop, iPad, camera and even my
external hard drive. Suddenly, all copies of the photos taken by me in the States were
gone.

Therefore, in the chapters describing the American part of the trip, I used scans of
various folders collected by me, as well as photos found on the Internet. All pictures
downloaded from the Web are clearly marked and the name of the author or the
sources of the files are provided.

I apologise to the Committee and the readers and I regret that I could not use such a
large part of the material collected by me for the purposes of my research project.
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INTRODUCTION
I have always been interested in history. In fact, before I decided to study law at
university, I was considering obtaining a degree in history. I believe that
understanding history allows us to better understand many aspects of our lives.
History is not only the key to our identity. History allows us to comprehend politics,
economics, international relations, and social relations. Nothing in the world happens
without a reason. Events from the past shape our reality every day and everywhere in
the world. They determine our ability to assess current events and problems of the
world.
World War II changed the world to an extent previously unknown in the history of
international conflicts. The German invasion on Gdansk in September of 1939
became the infamous beginning of a nightmare that affected not only those who lost
their lives and their families, but also many generations after them. The War brought
destruction on manly levels. It would change the world forever, destroying not only
lives, but also their cultures, traditions and identities.
This destruction touched the entire world, but was and still is especially visible in
Poland. For centuries the Kingdom of Poland was socially and religiously one of the
most diverse countries in Europe. It was also one of the most tolerant places on the
continent, due to the policies of Polish monarchs of the 16th century, who welcomed
in their realm Jews and Protestants, who at the time were persecuted and killed in
Western Europe. This created a unique cultural and social landscape, a mosaic of
peoples, religions and languages. For years, Jews, Protestants, Orthodox, Catholics
and Muslims (Tatars) lived side by side in large Polish and Lithuanian cities, small
towns and tiny villages. While there have always been incidents and acts of
intolerance and anti-Semitism, the Polish lands were the true centre of cultural
diversity in Europe.
Jews have always had a unique place in the history of Poland. They had been present
on the Polish lands for as long as long and turbulent is the history of the Polish state
itself. They have enjoyed social autonomy and Poland was known as the ‘Jewish
paradise’, a place, which was home to an estimated 75% of the world’s Jewish
population in the 17th century. This situation changed at the end of 18th century, when
Poland lost its independence and in the light of Protestant Reformation and Catholic
Counter-Reformation, Polish tradition of tolerance began to weaken. However, it was
only during the Nazi era, when the Polish Jews, their culture and history, almost
disappeared and became, to some extent, lost and forgotten.
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The survivors of the Holocaust who stayed in Poland and felt that the country was still
their home faced continued persecution and discrimination by the communist regime.
The anti-Jewish campaign that was instigated after the war culminated in the so-called
‘March Events’ of 1968. This systemic action by the State to remove all Jewish
citizens from Poland resulted in the exodus of about 15,000 Polish Jews, many of
whom found their new home in the United States. What used to be an integral part of
my country’s social and cultural identity became a lost and forgotten heritage that
could not be rediscovered until the fall of communism in 1989.
The Poland that I grew up in did not resemble the tolerant and diverse country that it
used to be all those centuries ago. In fact, it was quite the opposite. It is estimated that
in the 1990s over 95% of Polish population was Catholic and ethnically Polish. It is
hard to believe that a country with such rich heritage became so culturally unified and
monotonic. When I was a child, all my friends were Polish, spoke Polish and were
Catholics. The Catholic Church enjoyed a particularly privileged position. After the
War, during the Communism, it was the centre of free thought and helped people who
struggled with lack of democracy, free speech and poverty. It must be said that if it
had not been for the diplomatic efforts and motivation of the Pope from Cracow, John
Paul II, the fall of the Berlin wall would have been delayed in time and who knows
when the Iron Curtain would be gone.
On the other hand, the Catholic domination in Poland created a sense of national
identity that should be associated with the Church. In a country where almost
everyone was Catholic, it was natural to think that this is a certain ‘norm’ and a Polish
feature. As a result, the Jewish heritage became something, which is not associated
with the word ‘Polish’. Personally, as a child, I have never witnessed anti-Semitism in
any form. At the same time I was not aware of the rich history that we, the Poles,
shared with the Jews. I always knew that they used to live in Poland; I knew that they
were killed in the Holocaust. We learned about this at school, we were told that by
our teachers, we visited Auschwitz on a school trip.
However, as I realised many years later, we were never given the deep insight into
their culture and history. We were also never thought about the crimes committed by
the Poles and events like the Kielce Pogrom or the burning of the Jews in Jedwabne.
No one was ever hiding it from us and we were told about these events during our
history lessons in primary school, I can clearly remember it. But we never really had
open discussions about the Jewish topic. We were never taught about this as a part of
our own identity. We were never taken to places like our local Jewish cemetery
although it is located about twenty minutes walk from the building of my school. I felt
that the Jewish topic was somehow inconvenient, not very popular.
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The inspiration to write this project and embark on the journey to discover the lost
identity of the Polish Jews and conduct research on who they are remembered came in
July of 2011 when my hometown of Jedrzejow was involved in a scandal when it was
revealed that one of the local bridges was composed of lost gravestones stolen from
the old Jewish cemetery. This shocking discovery made me aware of how diverse my
own birthplace used to be before the War, how much it has changed over the last few
decades and how we have abused our own history.

On	
  the	
  right:	
  The	
  Jews	
  of	
  Jedrzejow,	
  
© Andreovia.pl
Below: 1 and 3 – The Jewish
Cemetery in Jedrzejow as seen today;
2 – Plaque erected on the local bridge
made up of the lost Jewish
gravestones.

1
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However, the legacy of Polish Jews has not vanished. It is estimated that there is over
8 million Jewish people living in the US, more than in the State of Israel itself.
California alone is home to over 30,000 of those who survived the Holocaust and are
living witnesses of one of the most atrocious genocides in the history of mankind.
Numerous memorials and museums that can be found across the US aim to preserve
the memory of the Nazi crimes; various institutions and foundations protect the
generations of those directly affected by them. The heritage of the Jews of Eastern
Europe survived the dark years of communism due to the great effort of Jewish
Americans and found its recognition through their culture, art and every-day
remembrance.
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It should also be noted that in the last few years, Poland has been experiencing a
‘Jewish renaissance’. Examples of the revival include the annual Jewish Music
Festival in Cracow and the Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw that will
open in 2013. While progress cannot go unnoticed, anti-Semitism, although in
decline, is still a problematic issue among the Poles. Much could be improved in the
area of teaching and learning about the Holocaust. Young people, like myself, do not
receive a comprehensive education about the history and culture of Polish Jews. Some
of them, in fact, do not even realise that before War World II the Jews heavily
populated many of their towns and villages. Paradoxically, it is the residents of New
York and Los Angeles that know more about life and traditions of a typical pre-war
Polish shtetl.

I decided to go on a journey that would allow me to get my own perspective on the
culture of remembrance and that would make it possible for me to rediscover the lost
heritage of the Polish Jews. I visited my own homeland, Poland, and a place with one
of the most dynamic Jewish populations in the world, the United States. In this report
I would like to share my experiences and observations.

The Klezmers- Jewish musicians. © Clarinet-klezmer.com
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RESEARCH AIMS
My main aim and goal was to raise awareness about the incredible changes that the
Holocaust and Jewish Exodus caused in the cultural and social structure of Eastern
Europe and America. I wanted to provide a comparative view on how the memory of
the Holocaust is preserved and remembered in both Poland and the United States.
These two countries have played, and continue to play, a significant role in the history
of the Jewish Diaspora.
I hoped to develop some fresh ideas on how to teach and work with the young
generation to whom the nightmares of World War II are often nothing more than
distant images of the past and show the importance of remembrance of the Holocaust
and how appropriate education can contribute to preventing hate-based violence and
discrimination. By conducting surveys in local schools in Poland I wanted to
understand the level of knowledge and interest in Jewish culture and the Holocaust
generally.
I wanted to look at the Jewish past from my own perspective. Traveling to America
allowed me to meet witnesses of the Holocaust, talk to Jewish people raised in
Poland, who migrated to the States in search of a better life. I wanted to share my
experiences to raise awareness about the past cultural diversity of Poland, my own
country, and show what we do to encourage the commemoration of this heritage. I
believe that my findings and the photos that I took will allow the readers to gain an
understanding of these issues.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY and STRUCTURE OF THE
REPORT
To conduct my research I traveled to Poland and the US in June and July of this year.
I conducted several interviews and visited numerous institutions and memorial sites. I
read books and articles in both Polish and English and prepared myself my gaining as
much knowledge on the topic as I could.
In this report I would like to share my travel experiences. First I will present the
observations from my trip around Poland that will be followed by an account of my
experiences from the US. At the end I will provide concluding comments and some
personal remarks.
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REMEMBERING THE JEWS IN
POLAND
It is not my aim to provide a comprehensive and detailed
account of the history of Jews in Poland. I believe that
what I have already mentioned in the Introduction will be
sufficient to gain a general understanding of issues
discussed and described in this report. The history that
Poles and Jews share is long and complicated. It has
proven many times over the last decades to be also quite
problematic. However, it is also the history of contrast. There is no doubt that a part
of Jewish suffering came from the Polish hands. Pogroms and attacks on Jews are one
of the most infamous episodes in Polish history. On the other hand, the Polish nation
holds the honourable distinction of having the largest number of the ‘Righteous
among the Nations’- a title awarded by the State of Israel to non-Jews who risked
their lives during the Holocaust to save Jews from the Nazi extermination. ‘Żegota’
(Polish Council to Aid Jews) was an underground orgnisation of Polish resistance in
German-occupied Poland, and helped many Jews in surviving the War in hiding.
Therefore, it is simply unjust to generalise and claim that Poles were either all antiJewish or that they were all helping them unconditionally. During my research I came
across both of these opinions. I realised that such extreme views are still alive and
they both contradict the truth.
Above on the right: Irena Sendler, Polish WWII heroine. She saved the lives of thousands of Jewish
children during the War. Below: 1) Images from the burial of the victims of the Kielce pogrom, an
outbreak of violence in the city of Kielce on July 4 1946 when 42 Jews lost their lives. © European
Jewish Press. 2) Plaque erected on the building where the pogrom took place.
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Kielce
The City of Kielce was the first stop on my journey around Poland. With its 250,000
inhabitants Kielce is the capital of the Swietokrzyskie region and is located in southeastern Poland, just in the middle between Warsaw and Krakow. The city and the
entire region have a particularly rich Jewish history. It is estimated that before the
War 45% of the population of Kielce and the surrounding towns was Jewish. 85% of
them died in the Holocaust and the remaining 15% migrated to Israel, the US, Canada
and South America.

City Hall in Kielce.
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Kielce is also the place where I went to Secondary School. Every day I travelled 30
minutes on the train to get there from my town, which is just 30 kilometers South. My
School was also the place where I learnt about the city’s Jewish past. Our history
teacher would take us on short walking trips around the city to see the closed Jewish
Cemetery, the building that used to house the city’s Grand Synagogue and various
monuments dedicated to the Kielce Jews. It was not until my recent visit, however,
that I had truly managed to sense the Jewish vibe in the city that I thought I knew so
well. Walking around the streets I imagined that I was a tourist, seeing the place for
the first time in my life. I wanted to feel like a stranger, an anonymous visitor walking
about with camera and a notepad. All of the sudden this made me remember
something; a fact, which I had originally ignored and quite frankly, forgotten about.
During one of my very first days at the Kielce School we had visitors from New
York, two young men who did not know any Polish. It was a pure coincidence that a
few of my friends and I were standing outside the School, waiting for classes to start.
The visitors asked us if we knew of any tourist information that they could find
nearby. They told us that they had come from New York and that they were traveling
around Poland to see the homeland of their grandparents. One of their grandfathers
went to the very same school that I did at the time and this is why they visited Kielce.
We did not talk to them for long. In broken English we told them were to find tourist
information and that it is best to check online or call them first to see if they open so
early.
I do not know who those young men were. I wish I had asked them. I think I was too
shy and my English was not good enough for me to be brave and talk to them
properly. I am not even sure if they were Jewish. If I met them today I would try to
find out more about their grandparents and who they were. I made some enquiries at
local hotels to see if they have many such visitors- people looking for their roots and
places, where their families came from. Thousands of the Kielce Jews have many
descendants living around the world. Their two independent societies have their own
clubs in New York and Tel Aviv. None of the hotels had any kind of a register and no
statistics on Jews who would stay with them. I think this is understandable. But very
interestingly I found out that it is quite common for the hotels to host visitors from
Israel, especially during summertime. I was told in one of the hotels that they have
noticed an increased number of guests from Israel, especially in the last few years.
They were not able to give me any numbers, but I think the fact that they did not tell
me that they never had any such visitors is a good sign. We can only guess what are
the purposes of their visits. I like to think that some of them come to Kielce searching
for their lost past, for places they never knew, but which were an everyday home for
many of their grandparents and many generations before them.
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The Jan Karski Memorial by the river Silnica in the centre of Kielce. Jan Karski was a Polish World
War II resistance movement fighter and later professor at Georgetown University. In 1942 and 1943
Karski reported to the Polish government in exile and the Western Allies on the situation in Germanoccupied Poland, especially the destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto, and the secretive GermanNazi extermination camps.

Today Kielce is a rapidly developing city. Recent years have seen stable economic growth and a lot of
international investment. The entire old town has been renovated and many new restaurants and shops
opened. The city has fairly low unemployment rates and is placed among the safest places in the
country. Most of the population is Catholic, but there are also Orthodox and Lutheran Churches in the
city. Kielce also has a Roma minority, estimated at 10,000 people.
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Kielce’s Jewish history started relatively late, only in the middle of 19th century.
Before, Jews had been banned from settling there as the city owned by the Bishops of
Krakow. Marek Maciągowki, author of the beautiful ‘A Guide to Jewish Kielce’,
claims in his book that today the residents know barely anything about the Jews who
used to live there. My observations from almost three years, which I spent in Kielce
attending Secondary School, can only confirm that. People are aware that there were
Jews in Kielce, but it is certainly not a topic of everyday conversations. Until recently,
there were almost no signs of the Jewish presence in the city, apart from a plaque on
the former Synagogue and the Cemetery, which remained fenced and locked.
Perhaps one of the reasons why the residents are not so eager to talk about the city’s
Jewish past is the shame of the 1946 Kielce Pogrom. It became the deadliest Jewish
pogrom after World War II. During my visit at the New York Museum of Jewish
Heritage I learnt that the pogrom was the reason why thousands of Jews left Central
and Eastern Europe in the 40s and 50s fearing for their lives and wellbeing.
While there is a general agreement that the pogrom was instigated by the Sovietinspired Communist Security forces, there is no doubt that the massacre was caused
by Polish hands. Since the fall of Communism in 1989 the city has seen a revival of
the memory about the Pogrom. Below you can see the picture of the Memorial for the
Victims of the pogrom located in the city centre(1,2), as well as the tomb of the
victims at the Kielce Jewish Cemetery, which was received a new monument in
2010(3).

1
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During the War, the Nazi Germans have established many ghettos around Poland,
where they moved all Jewish populations of big cities, small towns and surrounding
villages. Kielce Ghetto was one of the largest and deadliest. Only 500 survivors lived
to see the end of the War. Below is the picture of the ‘Menora Memorial’- dedicated
to the victims of Kielce Ghetto. It was designed by world-famous artist Marek Cecula
and unveiled in 2006. Every year there are celebrations and tributes to the victims that
take place by the Memorial. They are widely attended by local authorities and
residents.

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr Cecula, author of the sculpture shown above. He
kindly responded to my request for an interview and we met at his apartment in
central Kielce. His personal story is extremely interesting and represents well the
complicated history of the Kielce Jews and their descendants.
Mr Cecula’s father was a Jew from Kielce, who managed to survive the War. First he
was sent to go to one of the death camps, but managed to escape and returned to
Kielce, where he was moved to the ghetto, where, again, he miraculously survived
and lived to see the end of the War. When the pogrom came he managed to hide and
died in Kielce shortly before the family’s planned escape to Israel.
Israel was where Mr Cecula went to school, but later moved to live with his family in
Brazil and eventually ended up in New York City, where he worked as Ceramic
Designer and artist. In 2004 he decided to move back to Kielce. In an exclusive
interview he told me that he felt good energy in the city, he felt that he was inspired to
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create and ever since he has been putting his unique signature to the cultural
development of Kielce. The ‘Memora Memorial’ is his most famous achievement in
Kielce. In his words, ‘the emerging Menora can be interpreted in many ways’. I
believe that his return to Kielce represents well the revival of Jewish culture and
identity in the city. So many years after the Holocaust, a man of success decided to
leave New York City and come to Kielce to live in a place of his family roots and
their history.
Together we went to the Jewish Cemetery. Mr Cecula was my personal guide to the
necropolis and told me about the city’s plans to build a new car park next to it to
provide better service to the increasing number of visitors coming to pay tribute at the
Cemetery. Bellow are the pictures from mine and Mr Marek Cecula’s visit to the
Kielce Jewish Cemetery.
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(In Polish) ‘The Children of Kielce Remember’
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I was surprised and happy to see the Cemetery so well maintained. Many Jewish
necropolises in Poland were devastated first by the Nazis and also after the War, when
the Jewish gravestones were used by people as building material. Many Cemeteries
have no gravestones left; some are not even marked and fenced. Those in big cities,
like Krakow, Warsaw or Lodz are preserved and maintained by Jewish communities.
Many smaller ones in towns across the country are forgotten and looking like fields or
meadows. Unfortunately, the Cemetery in my own hometown is one example of such
devastation.
There were many signs left by the visitors- flowers, little stones placed on the
gravestones and a very unique little heart-shaped plaque on the tomb of Jewish
children killed in the Ghetto by the Nazis left by the Kielce children (seen in the
bottom picture above).
The Synagogue
Kielce, like every city with significant Jewish population, naturally had a beautiful
Synagogue. The building survived, because the communist authorities decided to
make it the house of the regional agency of National Archives. Unfortunately it had
lost its original architectural style and features. This can be seen on the two pictures
below. The first one shows the Synagogue in its glory days, the second one was taken
by me recently.

Kielce Synagogue. © Dawnekieleckie.pl

	
  

23	
  

Recently, the city of Kielce announced plans to transform the building into ‘Centre
for Jewish Culture’. In spite of some advanced preparations, due to some
disagreements over the legal title to the building and the land that it stands on, the
project was suspended. Mr Marek Cecula shared his disappointment with me and told
me that he wishes that the issue would be solved in the future. Located in the very
centre of the city, the former Synagogue would be a perfect location for an institution
actively commemorating and celebrating years of Jewish culture in Kielce. The future
of the project remains to be seen. One can only hope that it will be solved and an
agreement will be reached.
Right next to the former Synagogue are two monuments. The first one is dedicated to
the 27000 victims of the Kielce Ghetto(1), while the second one bears the names of
Poles from the Kielce region, who were murdered by the Nazis for aiding the Jews
and keeping them in hiding.

1
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I found the surrounding of the former Synagogue to be rather neglected. It almost
seemed to me that the new monuments, dedicated to the victims of the pogrom and
the Menora Memorial, have been recently catching most of the attention, at the
expense of the older memorials pictured above. Perhaps it is the effect of the disputed
legal status of the property. One can only hope that the announced renovation of the
building will also contribute to improvements of these two memorials and will
provide better accessibility for the residents and visitors coming to Kielce to pay
tribute to the victims of the Nazi crimes.

Student Survey
In Kielce I conducted the first of my student surveys to see what understanding and
knowledge of the Jewish topic the young residents of the city have. My findings have
been quite surprising. I selected a random Secondary School and received permission
to ask the first graders a few questions in the form of an anonymous survey. First, I
asked 30 students a simple and basic question: Have you ever heard of the Kielce
pogrom?
The results were as follows:
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Have	
  you	
  ever	
  heard	
  of	
  the	
  Kielce	
  pogrom?	
  

NO	
  
ANSWER	
  
23%	
  
NO	
  
17%	
  

YES	
  
60%	
  

Commentary:
It is very satisfactory that the majority of students did in fact hear about the pogrom.
Interestingly, as much as 23% of respondents provided no answer. One can only
wonder why they would refuse. One explanation can be that they were ashamed to
admit that they did not know what they were asked about (although the survey was
anonymous). Another is perhaps that they refused to take part in the survey due to the
topic and the nature of the question. The students were asked not to answer further
questions unless they answered ‘Yes’ to the question above. The 60% (18 students)
answered to three more questions and their answers are provided below:
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How	
  many	
  people	
  died	
  in	
  the	
  Kielce	
  
pogrom?	
  

Don't	
   Less	
  
know	
   than	
  10	
  
11%	
   11%	
  

Between	
  50	
  
and	
  80	
  
11%	
  

Between	
  10	
  
and	
  20	
  
34%	
  

Between	
  20	
  
and	
  50	
  
33%	
  

Commentary:
The correct answer (Between 20 and 50) was given by 33% of the students. However,
the split of the answers between the incorrect options can be a sign of students
guessing the answers or simply not knowing the correct one. Nevertheless, a third of
them correctly answered the second question. The third question was ‘Is there a
monument dedicated to the victims of the pogrom located in the centre of Kielce?’
The answers are displayed bellow:

6%	
  

Is	
  there	
  a	
  monument	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  
victims	
  of	
  the	
  pogrom	
  located	
  in	
  the	
  
centre	
  of	
  Kielce?	
  

0%	
  
YES	
  
NO	
  

94%	
  

	
  

DON'T	
  KNOW	
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I was very happy to see that the majority of students answered correctly. The next
question to follow involved the photograph of the Menora Memorial- monument
dedicated to the victims of the Kielce ghetto and the quesion was: Is the pictured
monument dedicated to the victims of the pogrom or does it commemorate the victims
of the ghetto? The answers were as follows:

Is	
  the	
  pictured	
  monument	
  dedicated	
  to	
  the	
  victims	
  of	
  
the	
  pogrom	
  or	
  does	
  it	
  commemorate	
  the	
  victims	
  of	
  the	
  
ghetto?	
  
Not	
  sure	
  
11%	
  
Victims	
  of	
  the	
  
ghetto	
  
22%	
  

Victims	
  of	
  
the	
  
pogrom	
  
67%	
  

Only 22% provided the correct answer. The majority believed that the Menora
Memorial is dedicated to the victims of the pogrom. This may suggest that the actual
Pogrom Memorial is not recognised by the students and that the Menora Memorial,
located on the opposite side of the street, is being confused with it. Perhaps this is due
to the controversial design of the Pogrom Memorial, recently criticised in the local
press.
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Findings:
The survey showed that the students are not unaware of the Kielce pogrom. However,
their knowledge seems to be quite limited. They were not sure about the number of
the victims, and they believed that the Menora Memorial commemorates the victims
of the pogrom, and not the Kielce ghetto. I have to admit that the results presented
above represent the state of my own knowledge before I became interested in the
subject and began reading about the Jews and the pogrom in Kielce. This may
suggest, that there are loopholes in the taught curriculum, and perhaps there is some
room for imporvements.
Schools in the Kielce region should teach about the history of the Jews and the painful
events of the pogrom and this knowledge should be passed in a comprehensive way.
There should be no room for confusion and uncertainty. This is something that we
owe to the victims and out of respect to their memory, the schools should be
motivated to extend the information that they provide to their students.
Kielce- Personal observations and conclusions
Kielce celebrates its rich Jewish history and without a doubt there has been a
tremendous increase in activities undertaken by the authorities and local communities
to commemorate the memory of those who once were at the core of the city’s
economic and social life. I was very happy to see the many signs, described and
pictured above, that clearly indicate that the Jewish identity is coming back to Kielce
and is definitely something that the city should be proud of.
Mr Cecula is also of the opinion that there is ‘something’ happening around and
people of Kielce are not scared of the Jewish topic anymore. There are still some
problems too; Mr Cecula’s garage doors was once damaged by some vandals who
drew the Nazi swastika on them. But Mr Marek says that this is not something that we
should worry about. Anti-Semitism like this is of course to be condemned on every
level, but it is a sign of human stupidity and lack of knowledge, rather than someone’s
ideological and sick hatred for the Jews. While such acts cannot go unpunished, they
do not mean that Jews walking around Kielce should fear for their lives. Thankfully
this time has passed long time ago and
now we can rebuild and build the city’s
Jewish future. A few months ago the first
Jewish restaurant in the city, ‘Mazel Tov’,
opened. It serves traditional Jewish meals
prepared in accordance with old recpies
from Kielce. Let us hope this is a good
beginning.
On the right: The Market Square in Kielce.
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Warsaw
From Kielce I went to Warsaw, the polish capital. I had the pleasure of being in the
city on the eve of Euro 2012, the biggest sporting event ever held in Poland.

Warsaw became a vibrant and dynamic city and is considered to be ‘the largest
construction site in Europe’. But its past represents well the suffering that was
brought by the horrors of the War. Once know as the ‘Paris of East’, the city lost its
people, buildings, and charm when it was completely destroyed during World War II
and the Warsaw Uprising of 1944. Eight percent of the buildings in the city
disappeared, burned to the ground by the Nazis. Warsaw lost its beautiful architecture
and style, but most of all, she had lost its residents- Poles, Jews, Russians, Germans,
Armenians. Thousands and thousands of them killed in the ghetto, the Uprising, or
taken away to the death camps.
Although an unimaginable number of Jews, natives of Warsaw, lost their lives in the
Holocaust, the Polish capital remains to be the main centre of Jewish life in the
country. Its decline can be well represented by the drop in the number of Synagogues.
Warsaw was once home to over four hundred Jewish temples. Currently, there are
only three open Synagogues, and this includes only one temple that survived the War
(!). Warsaw was the largest centre of Jewish life in Europe before the War. It was
home to hundreds of thousands of Jews and was benefiting from their economic
activity for years.
Below is the photograph of the Great Synagogue of Warsaw, burned in 1943. Until its
destruction it functioned as the largest Synagogue in the city and one of the largest in
the world.
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The Great Synagogue of Warsaw. Completed in 1978 it was one of the largest Jewish Temples in the
world. Below is the ‘Blue Skyscraper’, built in the 1990s on the site of the Great Synagogue.
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On the left: Information sign pointing
towards the Jewish Theatre and the
Nozykow Synagogue, the main Jewish
place of prayer in Warsaw.

The Ester Rachel Kaminska and Ida Kaminska Jewish Theatre in Warsaw is the main
and best-known Jewish cultural institution in Poland. It was named after Ida
Kaminska, the Academy Award- nominated actress and her mother, Ester. Ida
Kaminska lived in Poland after the War and headed Jewish Theatres in Lodz and
Warsaw. She is one of the best known Polish actresses, one that achieved truly
international fame.
The Jewish Theatre stages several plays each year and has a well-known cast that
includes Golda Tencer and Szymon Szurmiej. Plays are performed in both Polish and
Yiddish. It is also one of the main venues for the Annual festival of Jewish culture in
the capital, known as ‘Warsaw of Singer’. Those activities are a perfect example of
the Jewish renaissance in Poland and a beautiful way of remembering and cultivating
the Jewish art, music and literature. They offer a different form of remembrance; they
do not focus on the history of the Holocaust, but are a fine and alive proof of the
continuous presence of Jewish tradition in Poland.
Below are several photographs from my visit at the Theatre. As I found out, the
company will receive a new building for the Theatre as the old and rather unattractive
structure built in the communist style of the 1960s will be destroyed. The Theatre,
located right next to the Nozykow Synagogue, along with the temple and
neighbouring buildings, comprises the little Jewish District of Warsaw. It is within the
area of the Grzybowski square, where is the administrative and religious centre of
Jewish Warsaw. On my way there I noticed a very interesting outdoor exhibition on
the pre-war Jewish sportsmen and sport clubs, a unique example of bringing the
subject to wider audiences, as everyone who passes by can learn about the heritage
that most people are so unaware of.
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Above and below: The outdoor exhibition on Jewish sportsmen and sport clubs of pre-war Warsaw.
Informative and interesting, professionally prepared and presented it was an unexpected and pleasant
surprise for me as I was on my way to the Grzybowski Square area. I was very happy to see many
people stopping by to spend a few minutes looking at the posters. On the picture above are young
Jewish men, members of one of the hundreds of sport clubs that existed in Warsaw before 1939. Below
is the map with their locations marked.
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Above: (1) A ‘Welcome’ sing outside the Jewish Community Centre near Grzybowski Square in
Warsaw. (2) The Nozykow Synagogue in Warsaw- partially destroyed during World War II, the temple
serves as the main house of prayer in modern Warsaw. (3) and (4) Headquarters of various Jewish
organisations in Warsaw. The Polish capital is the seat of The Chief Rabi of Poland, the Administrative
division of the largest Jewish Community in Poland and numerous organisations and societies. It is
estimated that there are 40,000 Jews living in modern Poland, but not all of them are officially
registered. (5) Pictures of old Warsaw displayed on the building of the Jewish Theatre. Public display
of archive materials is quite common in modern Warsaw. It is one of the ways in which the city deals
with its turbulent past.
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Museum of the History of the Polish Jews
Year 2013 will witness one of the most remarkable and important events in PolishJewish history of the post-war period. Museum of the History of the Polish Jews will
open its doors for first visitors and it is hoped that the institution will become one of
the most important places that commemorate Jewish heritage in the world. Half a
million people are expected to visit the Museum every year. The multi-million dollar
investment was possible due to the support of the Polish Government as well as
various Jewish organisations from all over the world. Among the distinguished guests
that confirmed to attend the grand opening is President Obama of the US.

Above and below: Museum of the History of the Polish Jews. Currently under construction.
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I had the pleasure of exchanging a few e-mails with Professor Barbra KirshenblattGimblett of New York University, who is one of the museum’s academic consultants.
Unfortunately, our scheduled meeting in Warsaw could not take place. I am still very
grateful to her for kindly answering to my e-mails. In the words of Professor Giblett:
‘The Museum will celebrate the Jews and will celebrate their lives, they everyday
lives, their culture and heritage’. Many Museums associated with Jews focus on the
tragedy of the Holocaust. They commemorate the suffering and pay tribute to the
victims of the Shoah. Not many institutions provide innovative and comprehensive
account of everyday lives of the Jews, who lived in Poland for a thousand years. From
this point of view, the Museum will provide priceless contribution to the process of
building bridges between Jews and Poles.
The new Museum will be located just opposite the Monument to the Heroes of the
Warsaw Ghetto. Location of the monument and the Museum are not accidental. Being
in the heart of the Muranow district, they lie exactly in the middle of the largest
Jewish district of pre-war Warsaw. Looking around all we can see are the communiststyle architectural nightmares- the ‘blocks’. It is hard to guess that until 1945 this
place was full of narrow streets, tiny street shops and tall houses inhabited almost
exclusively by the Jews. At the heart of that district was the Nalewki Street. It shares
nothing more than the name with its pre-war time predecessor. The Nazis destroyed
the Jewish district completely and entirely, not leaving a single building that would
survive the total destruction. The only building (visible in the photo below) was the
Church of Saint Augustin, located in the Jewish district miraculously survived the
bombings.

Muranow – the Jewish district of Warsaw. Entirely destroyed by the Nazis. Church of Saint Augustin
visible in the back.
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Above: Snapshot from the 3D animated reconstruction of destroyed Warsaw – ‘The City of Ruins’.
The entirely destroyed parcels on the left are the terrains of Muranow- the Jewish district. After the
War, the communist authorities decided to build tens of typical socialist blocks of flats for the workers
on these grounds. Next year, Museum of the History of the Polish Jews will open and will be located in
the middle of the old Jewish district.

On the left: Nalewki Street during the pre-war period. It
lied at the heart of Muranow and was the home of
hundreds of Jewish small businesses and shops. None of
the buildings seen on the photograph survived the war.
Below is the street sign that reads ‘Nalewki’. After the
War, the street was build next to its original location but
kept the historical name.
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Above: Nalewki Street as it appears today. All buildings seen in this photograph were build after the
World War II. Below: Several pictures showing the destruction of Warsaw in the years 1939-1945.
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Warsaw: Observations and Conclusions
Polish capital has a unique heritage that once made it the centre of European Jewry.
Visitors unaware of the city’s history are not likely to notice its rich past. The truth is
that the extent of the Nazi destruction made it almost impossible. Warsaw lost its
spirit and multiculturalism, which is slowly reviving.
The Jewish community is only a small minority in Warsaw. It does not resemble the
strong and powerful representation that it had before the War. However, their various
activities are not unnoticed. Warsaw has a long way to go when it comes to the
rediscovery of its own past. It is not difficult to guess that many young people are
completely unaware of the city’s history. During my visit at the Jewish Community
Centre I managed to meet representatives of the organisation and find out a lot about
the upcoming edition of the ‘Warsaw of Singer’ festival. This cultural event grows
stronger and stronger every year, attracting visitors from all over the world.
Undoubtedly, the opening of the Museum of the History of the Polish Jews next year
will be a great and important event that will change forever the map of Jewish
Warsaw. It will bring back Jewish life to the district of Muranow and become a
wonderful place to go and learn about the lives and culture of those who used to be
the soul and spirit of this part of the city.
I believe that the Museum will play a very important part in bringing the knowledge
and understanding of what it meant to be a Jew to the youngest members of Polish
society. It is vital that young Poles go and spend time at the Museum, along with their
parents and teachers. Only through education we can battle the stupid and unjust antiSemitic feelings and various incidents.

Above: ‘Creating History Together’- official slogan of UEFA Euro 2012 photographed in Warsaw, one
of the host cities. It definitely has a symbolic meaning in the context of the hopeful Jewish renaissance
in the city.

	
  

41	
  

Cracow
Cracow is known as the top tourist destination in Poland. Millions of people around
the world got to know its Jewish side thanks to the Steven Spielberg’s masterpiece,
The Schindler’s List. Today, Cracow is the unquestionable leader and the true heart of
Jewish Poland. The beautiful city survived the War almost untouched. Although 98%
of the Jews who lived there before 1939 were either killed or migrated from Poland,
their presence is still noticeable on the streets of Kazimierz, the Jewish district and
one of the most charming places in the city.
Through the photographs presented below I tried to capture the true spirit of Jewish
Cracow. I wanted to show its beauty and the variety of so many forms of
remembrance so clearly noticeable in this city. During my long walks around this
remarkable city I discovered authentic signs of its rich Jewish past that dates back to
the 12th century.
One of the most interesting and wonderful experiences of working on this project was
the opportunity to talk briefly on the phone with Leopold Kozlowski, known as the
‘Last Klezmer of Galicia’. He practices the ancient methods of the Klezmer arttraditional Jewish music performed in established ways and according to old rituals.
He is one of the last remaining Klezmers in the world who were born in the Jewish
regions of pre-war Poland. Mr Kozlowski, born in 1918, constantly performs and
refuses to stop working. He is the true spirit of Kazimierz, a world-famous musician
and a wonderful man. He wished me good luck and was very happy that I decided to
write my project.

Mr Leopold Kozlowski
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Above and below: Restaurant Klezmer Hois. Located by the main street of Kazimierz, Szeroka, the
house serves traditional Jewish dishes and drinks. Its authentic design makes the experience of dining
there seem like traveling in a time machine. The Restaurant is also the place, where Mr Kozlowski can
be met, virtually almost every day. It is not only a great place to eat, but also one of Kazimierz’s
cultural hubs and an extremely popular place among international tourists. In the evenings guests can
listen to traditional Klezmer music and virtually transform themselves to times of old Galicia and the
golden age of Jewish culture in the lands of southern Poland.
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Above: Szeroka Street- the heart of Jewish Cracow. One of the most charming and unique places in
Europe. It features a unique collection of old Synagogues and historic houses. Only the Synagogues of
Prague can compete with this unique and extraordinary set of buildings, absolutely exceptional and
unknown elsewhere in modern Europe. Walking around Szeroka Street you can get a real feeling that
Jewish Poland is very much alive. I was extremely happy to see countless groups of tourists – young
and old, speaking different languages and taking photographs. Below: The Szeroka Street Memorial
dedicated to commemorate the Jews of Cracow and Malopolska who perished in the Holocaust.
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Above: Close-up of the inscription on the Jews of Cracow Memorial. You can notice little stones left
on the plaque by Jewish, Polish and international visitors. Leaving stones for the dead is a very
common Jewish tradition. Below: The gate to the Remu Syngagoue- one of the two active Synagogues
in the city. The building is a place of worship and commemoration as it features numerous plaques
dedicated to the victims of the Holocaust and founded by their families, as well as various
organisations and societies. Reading the inscriptions is a truly moving experience. Pictured below are
the crowds of tourists leaving the Synagogue.
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Above: Remu Synagogue. Below: One of the plaques located on the wall inside the yard. This
particular one was founded by descendants from the US. Along with Israel, America is one of the most
common places, which are repeatedly seen on the plaques around the city. All inscriptions remind the
visitors of the scale of the disaster and provide a very personal way to remember those who perished.
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Below: Remu Synagogue is currently undergoing maintenance and renovation works. All prayers have
been moved to the nearby Isaac Synagogue. In the picture is the main altar. The Synagogue is quite
cosy and is a unique example of one of the oldest Synagogues in Poland that managed to survive the
War.
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Above and below: The Old Jewish Cemetery of Cracow, located in the back yard of Remu Synagogue.
It is one of the oldest Jewish necropolises in Europe. The Cemetery was established in the beginning of
16th century and was used until mid 19th century. Its survival is a true miracle. Located in the middle of
Kazimierz district it seems almost impossible for the necropolis to be so quiet and peaceful. Most of
the inscriptions can be no longer read but the Cemetery is well preserved and frequently visited by
tourists and mourners.

	
  

49	
  

Above and below: Kazimierz is home to numerous restaurants, bars and cafes that serve traditional
Jewish dishes. They are very popular and provide a great opportunity to see and taste the culture.
During the Annual Festival of Jewish Culture, one of the largest in the world, restaurants of Szeroka
Street welcome thousands of visitors and guests. It is not uncommon to meet a famous artist dining out
or a musician, who just finished performing, to come down from the stage and join the festivities.
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Above: Cracow has a perfect system of tourist information that makes the sightseeing easy and
pleasant. Tourists from abroad enjoy the ability to get all information they need in English, and also
often in Yiddish, Hebrew, French and German. Below: The Star of David visible on one of the
buildings in Kazimierz.
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Above and below: High Synagogue. Currently inactive, it is one of the oldest surviving Synagogues in
the world and today it houses many exhibitions as well as a Jewish bookshop, a beautiful and charming
place, where you can chose from thousands of publications, souvenirs and CDs.
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Above: Exhibit ‘Jewish Families of the Inter-war Cracow’. It featured photographs supplied by the
descendants of several families from all over the world. Most of them currently live in Israel or
America and their parents and grandparents migrated from Poland either before or after World War II.
I had the pleasure of having a very long conversation with the young lady who was one of the authors
of the exhibit. She told me about how they collected the photos and how supportive all of the families
were. Most of them frequently visit Cracow and are actively supporting the Jewish revival. Below:
Poster for the new edition of the Annual Jewish Culture Festival in Cracow- one of the largest
celebrations of its kind in the world. A unique and huge event held, in the words of Mr Cecula, ‘a true,
alive proof of the Jewish renaissance’
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Above: Isaac Synagogue. Open for prayers during the restoration of Remu Synagogue.
Below: Popular gift and souvenir from Cracow.
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Above: Jewish Community Centre in Cracow is a vibrant and actively promoting Jewish culture
organisation in Cracow. It organises the Community’s life, provides day care for the elderly and serves
tourists and thousands of visitors each year. JCC was the place where I met with a group of young
students from Northern Poland, who came to Cracow to learn about the Holocaust. A group of 13-year
old children took part in a workshop organized for them. Every year thousands of Polish students visit
Auschwitz to see the place of one of the most horrible atrocities in the history of mankind. Below: The
Prince of Wales Community Centre- a proof of Polish-British-Jewish cooperation.
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Above and below: Tempel Synagogue. One of the most beautiful Synagogues in the world. A place of
worship and cultural activity as it hosts many concerts and events. A few years ago Mr. Leopold
Kozlowski performed in the Synagogue in a concert broadcast on national TV. The event was attended
by many distinguished guests and a DVD with the concert is a very popular gift from Cracow. Below:
One of the commemorative plaques inside the building.
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Above: New Jewish Cemetery in Cracow. This necropolis is still open for burials. Located in a
beautiful park it reminds us of the great Jewish past of Cracow. Below: A stand with typical souvenirs
popular among tourists visiting Kazimierz.
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Above: Three reconstructed typical small Jewish shops of pre-war Poland. Until 1939 Poland was
covered with such small Jewish businesses. In the picture above we can see HOW the thousands of
shtetls, small towns populated mostly with Jews, might have looked.

POLAND – REFLECTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS:
Jewish culture in Poland is coming back to life. I am not afraid to form such certain
statement. During my trip around my own home country I was able to discover places
that I never even knew existed and were well managed, and most of all, developing.
This applies to almost every place that I went to; from Kielce and its plans to establish
the Jewish Centre in the former Synagogue, to Warsaw with the rising Museum of the
History of the Polish Jews, and finally to Krakow with vibrant and elegant Kazimierz
district and the newly opened Oscar Schindler Museum.
The forgotten heritage is being gradually uncovered, brought back to life and all of
this is happening in a country with barely any Jewish citizens. It is a good sign for the
future. All activities that I described, all places I visited and all people I met –
everything and everyone is confirming that Poland twenty years after the fall of
communism is a completely different country. A country beginning to understand and
celebrate its rich past.
Before I started my research I was much more skeptical about what I was expecting to
find. I thought that I would hear more about anti-Semitism than the love for Jewish
music or painting. My visits to Warsaw and Krakow made me realise how much was
done in Poland in recent years to commemorate people who were once at the core of
the country’s identity.
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Unfortunately, this does not mean that we are free from acts of anti-Semitism. From
time to time people in Poland hear about ultra-right politicians who suggest that being
Jewish cannot equal being Polish. What matters is that all kinds of anti-Semitism have
to face severe criticism in the media and are publicly condemned. Much of the antiJewish opinions come from pure ignorance and lack of knowledge, rather than the
Neo-Nazi ideology.

1

2

Poles are very often reminded about the controversial nature of Polish-Jewish
relations. ‘Poklosie’ (1), a film by Wladyslaw Pasikowski about a massacre of the
Jews by their Polish neighbours in a fictional village during World War II, was
inspired by real events that took place in Jedwabne in 1941. Some commentators
accused the film of being ‘anti-Polish’ and claimed that it should have not been made.
But those voices belonged to minority. Roman Polanski, a Polish director and Oscar
winner, said that he was waiting for such film his entire life. On the right is one of the
recent covers of the Polish edition of Newsweek (2). It pictures Jesus and Mother
Mary with Stars of David in their hearts. The article inside deals with some paradoxes
of Polish anti-Semitism. I believe that this image can be a very good comment on the
nonsenses of disrespect for Jews in a predominantly Catholic country like Poland.
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THE JEWS AND THE UNITED STATES.
TRAVELING TO NEW YORK, BALTIMORE,
WASHINGTON D.C. AND LOS ANGELES.
New York
The picture below is the only original photograph taken by me in America that was
not stolen from me. I took it at the Museum of Jewish Heritage in New York City
with my phone instead of the camera that was stolen several weeks later.

The United States was considered a shelter for the Jews for many years before World
War II. They began leaving Eastern Europe and moving to America long before the
times of Hitler. At the dawn in 19th century New York’s Ellis Island welcomed
thousands of Jews running away from persecution and discrimination.
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Today, New York is perhaps the most multicultural city in the world. As I was
walking around Manhattan on my first day in the city, I was amazed by the
exceptional cultural mix, which is visible on every street and every corner of the Big
Apple. It is estimated that between 10 and 15 percent of New York’s residents are
Jewish. Their presence is putting a unique signature to the city’s identity.
During my visit to New York I spent many hours working at the Centre for Jewish
History (CJH). When I first arrived at the Institute I was greeted by Mr. David
Rosenberg. We have been e-mailing back and forth for a while before I went to
America and he knew everything about my project. Mr. Rosenberg was very helpful
and explained how to use their extended databases and resources.

My personal research card, which allowed me to spend as much time as I wanted at the CJH Library
and use of all the resources available at the Center.
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I was astonished by the amount of available books, archive materials, newspapers,
microfilms, videos, photos, albums, memoirs and maps. I have never expected in my
wildest dreams to be able to access such incredible number of resources. Everyone at
the Center was extremely helpful and friendly. I would like to thank them once again,
especially Mr. Rosenberg and Mrs. Hanna Gafni, who helped me access the scans of
documents and old photographs and shared her family stories with me.
I started off with looking for information about my own hometown, Jedrzejow. I was
very surprised when I realised that I would not be able to read all the materials; I was
overwhelmed by the amount of information found. I could not believe that I had to
travel thousands of miles to be able to access information about the history of my own
town. Professionalism and dedication of everyone working at the Center allowed me
to work in a very relaxed atmosphere.
Unfortunately, I am not able to reproduce and publish any materials found at the
Center as I had to sign a declaration that allows me to use it only for personal reasons.
Among the documents found was a 1929 Business Directory from Jedrzejow, which
listed hundreds of Jewish and Polish businesses that operated in the town at this time.
I was amazed by how many small and big shops, manufactures, farms, and factories
were owned by the Jews. It is not hard to guess that they really did stimulate the
town’s economic growth.
I have also found a memorial book dedicated to Jedrzejow’s history. I was not able to
read it as it was published in Yiddish, but I managed to find a few interested
photographs in it, as well as a very interesting account (in Polish) on the series of
Jewish pogroms in Jedrzejow that took place in 1919. I was completely unaware of
such events and I have much doubt that there are many people in my town who know
this history at all.
From the very beginning I saw the big difference between what I saw in Poland and
what I was able to work with in the US. For the first time I was not merely paying
tribute at various plaques and attending exhibitions. I was in a vibrant and busy
research Centre that housed thousands of volumes that contained real stories and
memories of the lost world that I was hoping to rediscover. I knew that there were
people in Jedrzejow genuinely interested in the history of the town’s perished Jews.
Mrs Beata Znojkowa, a journalist at a local newspaper, told me that a few years ago a
certain women wrote an academic thesis on the subject. Her work was a result of
years of extensive research at Polish archives. Much of the work done by her can be
found on the Virtual Shtetl Online portal, a great source of information on the history
of the Polish Jews.
However, it was the first time that I had been able to sit in a real archive centre,
covered with materials, and rediscovering the town I always thought I knew
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everything about. These two days spent in CHJ allowed me to learn more than hours
of history classes in primary school.
This experience thought me how important it is to allow children to ‘go out there’ and
see in person the places, museums, cultural centres. It may seem obvious, but very
often school in Poland do not offer innovative ways of teaching and learning about
history. This has also been reflected in the survey conducted by me in one of the
schools in Kielce, findings of which
are presented in one of the previous
chapters.

On the left is the list of partner
institutions that closely cooperate with
the CJH. I found it in one of the
folders given to me by Mr.
Rosenberg. One of the most important
aspects that cause the entire network
of Jewish institutions and
organisations in America to be so
effective is their interconnectivity.
Owned by different bodies and
administrated by different managers,
they all cooperate closely and work
together for providing better services
to those interested in Jewish research.
During my time at CJH I met many
people from all over the US, who
were coming to New York just to
spend some time at the archives
researching and looking for their
ancestors’ birth or marriage
certificates.
It would be my dream to see a similar institution being established in Poland. I think it
would be a great idea to consolidate all regional archive agencies in the country and
create a common database for people who would like to go there and search for their
roots. I am hopeful that the opening of the Warsaw museum will be a good firs step,
but a complete digitalisation would require a significant financial effort, also from the
Polish state. Such project could not be undertaken only by non-governmental
organisations or charities. It would have to be a complex and state-inspired mission.
Good examples of combining modern technologies and old resources already exist,
CJH being, without a doubt, one of the best ones.
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Walking around New York in June is particularly enjoyable. I spent hours walking
around Manhattan and photographing places significant for the large Jewish
Community of New York. I wish I were able to share these photos with my readers
and publish them in this report. I photographed many Synagogues, monuments, and
memorial plaques. Jews in New York seem to have a very strong sense of selfidentity. The Manhattan Jewish Community Centre is a dynamic institution that
coordinates all sorts of social and cultural activities. But there are numerous other
institutions, foundations and societies.
One of them is the Kieltzer Society, a group for the descendants of the Jewish
community of Kielce. The Society was actively involved in the restoration of the
tomb of the victims of the Kielce pogrom in 2010. Its members have a very strong
understanding of where they came from. They have been committed for years to the
commemoration of the Holocaust victims from Kielce.

On the left: Monument memorising the 28,000 Jewish
martyrs of Kielce erected by the Kieltzer Society in 1957
at New Montefiore Cemetery in Pinelawn, NY.
© Kieltzer.org

New York became the place where thousands
of Jews found a shelter, new home, and
freedom to pursue their dreams. At the top of
this page is my ticket from the Museum of
Jewish Heritage, which is located in lower
Manhattan. It contains exhibits on the life and
tragic death of Jews from Europe during the
Holocaust. The Museum is very interactive,
inviting visitors to watch short films, listen to
Jewish music, and admire numerous
exhibitions.
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It is hard not to shed a tear when walking through the sections dedicated to the
Holocaust. The experience is very moving and authentic. Visitors can see original
photographs, maps of concentration camps, personal items that belonged to the
victims. But the Museum, just like virtually every single museum that I visited in the
US, has more than one mission. It is an educational institution that is actively
involved in passing on the knowledge and memory through organisation of meetings,
Q&A sessions, concerts, workshops and film projections.
The Jewish Museum is another institution in the city of New York that
commemorates the history and heritage of the Jews. Unlike the Museum of Jewish
Heritage, this institution does not focus on the dark times of the Holocaust. Its
primary task is to popularise and promote Jewish history and customs from the
beginning of Judaism to modern times. The Museum has a unique collection of
various objects from virtually all periods in history. It houses a beautiful and unique
set of artifacts that symbolise the long ties between the Jews and the United States.
One of the most memorable objects that I remember from my visit to the Museum is a
menorah with little candles in the form of tiny Statues of Liberty.
I was guided by the lovely Mrs. Marylin Friedmann. Her warm personality and
incredible knowledge made the experience of visiting the Jewish Museum an
unforgettable experience. We shared many conversations on the history of the Jews
and especially its beginnings. I was able to learn many facts that I had never heard of
before. We talked about the common roots of Jewish and Christian faith, and about
ways they are reflected in religious symbolism. The atmosphere in the Museum was
felt almost homey. All guides were very friendly and welcoming and I had the
impression that visitors were truly taken care of. I did not have this feeling when I
visited the Museum of Jewish Heritage. Maybe it was due to a rather serious and dark
nature of their exhibitions. Contrary to what many people think, Jewish museums are
very different to one another. There is a common sense that most of them are
concerned with mere commemoration of the Holocaust. In fact, many of them are.
The Jewish Museum provides a different perspective on the Jewish history; it
celebrates Jewish art through many displayed paintings by Jewish painters, and
unlocks the mystery of the beginnings of Judaism.
This is a pattern that the new museum in Warsaw will follow to some extent. I deeply
believe that we need such institutions. They bring closer many notions and aspects of
everyday lives and what it means and meant to be a Jew. Such exhibitions are as
important as those dedicated to the victims of the Shoah. Together they create a full
and fair picture of Jewishness that allows us to comprehend their culture and past
wholly.
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Baltimore
Jewish Museum of Maryland was a rather unexpected stop on my journey around the
East Coast. I had not planned it in my original schedule, but as I managed to do more
research I contacted this institution and decided to stop there on my way from New
York to Washington D.C.
I was particularly interested in an exhibition that they had a few years ago and that I
knew about from my friend who lives in Baltimore. The exhibition was dedicated to
Jewish-Christian relations, with particular focus on the achievements of Pope John
Paul II. Learning about respect and admiration that the Jewish people have for the late
Pope was one of the biggest surprises for me. I knew that he was the first Pope to ever
pray in a Synagogue in Rome. I knew that he organised ecumenical prayers and that
he was actively involved in promoting dialogue between religions. But I was never
aware of the extent to which he is loved by the Jews. Baltimore was the first place
when I realised this. Below are scans of a promotional leaflet commemorating the
special exhibition that was given to me personally by the Maryland Museum’s new
director, Mr. Marvin Pinkert.
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On the left: Pope John Paul II (Karol Wojtyla) and
his childhood friend, a Jew from Wadowice, Jerzy
Kluger.

The exhibition took place in 2010 and was
widely attended by the residents of
Baltimore. I believe it remains a great
example of the promotion of inter-faith
dialogue and better understanding of
different religions.
The conversation with Mr. Pinkert, who
told me all about the past exhibition and
expressed his exceptionally positive
opinions about Pope John Paul, made me
aware how important is the role of the
Catholic Church, especially in a country
like Poland, when it comes to promoting
respect and understanding of the Jewish
culture.
Unfortunately, the Church in Poland does
not take an active part in the process of
battling anti-Semitism. It is not
uncommon for priests, especially in small
town and villages, to remain passive when
facing the problem of anti-Semitism in their communities. The problem was tackled
in the recent Polish film, ‘Poklosie’, which I mentioned in one of the previous
sections. Pope John Paul II set a beautiful example of how Christians and Jews should
work together towards building peace and understanding. I was glad to see that these
efforts were appreciated and remembered by the Jewish Americans.
The Baltimore museum itself is a much smaller institution, with more intimate
atmosphere. It has two large exhibitions, one of which is not permanent. Mr Pinkert,
who was appointed the new executive director of the Museum recently, told me that
he was very happy that I visited them and that he hopes to receive more international
visitors in the future. As it turns out, it is not only the biggest, best known institutions
that make significant contribution to the process of remembrance. The John Paul II
exhibit in Baltimore is a good example of that. I learned even more about the Pope’s
role during my visit to Los Angeles and I will write more
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United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington D.C.
The first time I had ever visited the grand Holocaust
Museum in Washington was in 2007 when I was
only 18. I remember the extent to which this visit
had moved me. Returning there after five years was
a much stronger experience than I imagined. My
knowledge on the subject has improved over the last
few years and I was able to look at the same
exhibitions from a different perspective. I felt more
mature and ready than five years ago. The
temporary exhibit on the power of Nazi propaganda
was particularly interesting, but I spent many hours
studying all rooms and exhibitions carefully.
The Museum is a true monument of the Holocaust.
It offers an innovative approach to showing the
tragic history and is one of the most visited
Museums in the country. Many people believe that
its opening changed understanding of the Holocaust
and made its history much more approachable and
popular, especially among the non-Jews, children, and international visitors.

Admission to the Museum is free so everyone can visit it unlimited number of times. I
was particularly interested in people working at the Museum, many of whom were
volunteers, often-elderly people, survivors of the Holocaust themselves. It is
extraordinary how dedicated and determined they are to make their own
contributions. Visitors are guided through different rooms and can see original bunk
bends brought from Auschwitz, a reconstructed fragment of the Warsaw Ghetto wall,
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personal belongings of the victims and thousands of other objects.
I was particularly impressed by the exhibition called ‘Daniel’s Story: Remember the
Children’. An interactive visit to a young boy’s reconstructed house allows visitors to
feel like the child whose story the exhibit is telling. I walked through his bedroom,
kitchen, his family house lounge room, all of which represented his happy childhood,
only to find myself in the horrors of ghetto and the concentration camp built next to
Daniel’s house.
No one can even imagine what hundreds of children like Daniel must have felt when
they were taken away from their homes to be sentenced to hard labour and later death.
I was moved by tens of messages to Daniel, scribbled down and pinned on a big borad
at the end of the exhibition by children who visited it since it opened. I regret not
being able to include any photos of those messages. I remember thinking that they
would be one of the most interesting and real elements of my project.

1
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2
Above: (1) and (2) – Upon entering the Holocaust Museum every visitor is handed an ‘Identification
Card’. The one picked up by me is shown above. Coincidently it told the story of Chuna Grynbaum, a
young man from Starachowice- a town located about 50 minutes north from my place in Poland.

Los Angeles
I spent a week in the City of Angels walking around the diverse neighbourhoods of
Los Angeles, Hollywood, Culver City and Santa Monica. I searched for signs of
Jewish presence in the city and the impact that the Jews had on the LA’s cultural and
religious scene.
Perhaps the first thing that comes to mind when one thinks about Los Angeles is the
world famous Hollywood Boulevard, the Oscars and the place where dreams of fame
and glory come true. Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe established many of the
largest Hollywood studios. Three out of four Warner brothers were born in a small
town just outside of Warsaw. Jewish people have always had a strong presence in the
movie industry. They contributed to the image of Hollywood as brave, thought
provoking centre of culture, which attracted advocates and supporters of civic rights,
racial equality, and remembrance of important historical events.

	
  

70	
  

For many, art became a universal language of hope and justice. Films like ‘Fiddler on
the Roof’, ‘Exodus’, and ‘Schindler’s List’ are only a few examples of Jewish
remembrance through the movies.
But Los Angeles became home not only to filmmakers or artists, but also thousands of
Jewish immigrants and Holocaust survivors. The absolute highlight of my trip was the
meeting of the wonderful Mrs. Regina Hirsch, a Holocaust survivor and a native of
Lodz, Poland. Perhaps, of all the photos that I lost during the robbery, the one that I
regret losing most, is the one of Mrs. Hirsch and me taken in the Los Angeles
Museum of the Holocaust.

Mrs. Regina Hirsch © Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust
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I cannot express strongly enough my gratitude to Mrs. Hirsch for sharing her story
with me.
Mrs. Regina was born in Lodz, Poland, to a wealthy Jewish family. She had eight
siblings, three of which, along with Regina, survived the Holocaust. Their entire
family was killed by the Nazis. There are no words to describe what her and her
sisters had gone through during the War.
The first chapter of their horror begins with the Nazi occupation of Lodz in
September of 1939. The Germans cut off all supplies to the city and caused its
240,000 Jews to starve. Mrs. Hirsch remembers the harsh winter and unbelievable
hunger that came with it. In February of the following year all Jews living in Lodz
were ordered to move to the ghetto where all the children were forced to hard labour
in exchange for food.
She told me that her life was saved numerous times and every single time it was an
unbelievable miracle. From Lodz her and her family were deported to Auschwitz.
While in the camp, Mrs. Hirsch (then Landowicz) was nearly picked by Dr Mengele
to take part in his medical examinations. Fortunately, miraculously she survived and
was then transferred to a labour camp in Germany, where she was forced to work in a
bullet factory. The camp was liberated in May of 1945 by the Soviet troops. Four
years later, Regina left for America and found a new home in Los Angeles.
‘I love California so much, I could kiss the ground here’, she told me.
I listened to Mrs. Regina’s stories as if someone was telling me about a movie they
saw. I still cannot believe that these horrible things happened where I live, in Poland.
I asked her many questions about the Poland that she remembers. She talked of Lodz
as of a large, multicultural economic centre, where most of the residents spoke several
different languages. She herself is fluent in five – English, Yiddish, Polish, Russian
and German.
She remembered her parents’ friends, good German people who were against Hitler
and were ashamed of his discrimination policies. She remembered the Poles that her
father worked with. Unfortunately, not all of her memories from pre-war Lodz were
happy ones. Mrs. Regina told me that frequently she had to take different routes when
walking home from school to avoid a local playground, from which young Polish
boys would scream ‘you Jewish whore’ when she passed by. She asked me about
present-day Poland. She never returned to Lodz after the War. She did not feel the
need to go back to places, where she had left so many terrible memories. A few years
ago one her cousins from Canada went to Poland and found Mrs. Regina’s childhood
home. She took pictures and shared them with the Landowicz girls.
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‘I never stopped talking. Ever since I got off the boat [in America] I started talking
about this nightmare. It should never, ever happen again. Not to anyone. We are all
equal!! Nobody deserves to go through hell like this’ – told me Mrs. Hirsch in a very
emotional tone.
Regina Hirsch is a volunteer at the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust, where she
speaks during organised ‘Survivor talks’. Her good spirit and dedication are simply
astonishing.

Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust. © Yatzer.com

I took the long walk from Hollywood Boulevard down to Beverly Boulevard and on
my way I saw numerous plaques and monuments erected by the Jewish Community to
commemorate their ancestors. Los Angeles has quite a few ‘Jewish’ districts and the
area around the Los Angeles Museum of the Holocaust is one of them. I walked past
several Jewish schools, foundations and community centres. Jews in Los Angeles
form a very active community. Many of them work as volunteers in local museums,
telling their stories to visitors and researchers from all around the world.
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At the Los Angeles Museum of Tolerance at the Simon Wiesenthal Center I met with
Dr. Jack Wetter, a Holocaust survivor from Belgium, currently working as a
psychologist and living in Los Angeles. I attended on of the ‘Survivor Talks’
organised by the Museum, after which Dr. Wetter agreed to meet me and share some
of his ideas on how to enhance the culture of remembrance in Poland.
He was born in Belgium during World War II. When his mother about to give birth
and was transported to one of the hospitals she knew that she had to pretend to be
mute. Otherwise, doctors and nurses might have recognised her Jewish accent and
then they would be obliged to call Gestapo immediately. One of the other women in
the hospital did not know of the consequences of not hiding her Jewish identity. Mr.
Wetter’s mother saw Gestapo coming into the hospital and shooting the mother and
child right before her eyes. If it had not been for his mother’s idea to hide her true
self, Mr. Wetter might not have lived for longer than a few hours. He survived and
had to spend the first two years of his life in hiding.
Dr. Wetter showed me the photos of his as a child. In one of them I could clearly see
the twisted legs of a two year old boy. As he never saw daylight until his liberation at
the end of the War, due to severe lack of Vitamin D in his system, he developed
rickets and had to go through painful rehabilitation before his deformities
disappeared.
Dr. Wetter is an extremely cheerful man. He was the one to tell me all the details
about the Simon Wiesenthal Center’s project to videotape memories of the Holocaust
victims. Originally inspired by Steven Spielberg, the archives have collected
thousands of videoed testimonies of true witnesses of the Holocaust. Dr. Wetter was
one of them.
We shared a very interesting conversation for which I am most grateful. We spent
some time discussing the need of appropriate education and ways of teaching. We
both agreed that children in Poland should be taught more about the Jewish customs
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and traditions and not only the horrible events of the Shoah. According to Dr. Wetter,
‘kids are not always aware of who the European Jews were, quite often all they know
is how they died’.
The Museum of Tolerance was another place, where I found a separate exhibition on
Pope John Paul II. In one of the rooms, a special, short documentary was played on a
big TV screen. It presented the Pope as an advocate of peace and reminded about his
extraordinary achievements in bringing Jews and Christians together in prayer.
One of the first things that I heard from Mrs. Regina Hirsch when I told her I was
from Poland was how much she respected the ‘Pope from Poland’. ‘I remember how
we all prayed in our Synagogue after he died. He was an extraordinary man’, she said.
My original plan was to illustrate this chapter with many photos that I took during my
visit to Los Angeles. I had found numerous Synagogues, places of worship, memorials
and plaques that would be a perfect addition to this text. Once again I would like to
apologise to the readers and express my regrets that I had lost all my files in the
robbery this past July.

CULTURE OF REMEMBRANCE IN THE UNITED STATES –
PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS
During my stay in the US I had the wonderful opportunity to visit so many
institutions, meet so many great people. Being able to have a conversation with
Holocaust Survivors and getting to some of the best Jewish museums in the world
was a dream that came true.
I am deeply impressed by the dedication and all efforts made by everyone who
contributed to creating such unique memorials that are to be seen as true tributes to
those who perished in the Holocaust. World War II has changed the world. It caused
thousands of Jews to move across the Atlantic in search for their new homes. That is
where they found it. Generations of Holocaust Survivors, their children and
grandchildren, work together to commemorate and never to let the events of the
Shoah be forgotten.
Jews across America remember about the Nazi crimes. They changed their lives and
identities forever. They remind the world in so many different forms about those dark
years in human history. They remind all of us about the pain and the shame that was
brought with it. United States became the land that welcomed them and allowed them
to be free. One can only imagine how they felt coming there from the terror of the
War in Europe. But Jewish history of America goes far beyond 1945. Ellis Island in
New York, which for years welcomed immigrants who looked for a better life in the
New World, is a unique proof of that.
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FINAL REMARKS, PERSONAL REFLECTIONS AND
CONCLUSION

During the several weeks of conducting my research I learnt more about the history of
the Jewish people than ever before. I was able to realise that the culture of
remembrance in Poland is not as neglected as it had seemed to me before. I
discovered places that I never knew existed. I met people who are dedicated to the
cause of remembering the Polish Jews.
I was surprised to see Kielce, a city I thought I knew, to be a place where the Jewish
past begins to reveal itself. I was able to meet Mr. Marek Cecula who with his return
to Kielce is a true symbol of the changes that are happenig before our eyes. I was
happy to see the Jewish district in Warsaw with its outdoor exhibitions, a renovated
Synagogue and with plans to construct a new building for the Jewish Theatre. I was
so happy to see the Museum of the History of the Polish Jews rising in Muranow, the
former Jewish district, so dramatically destroyed during the War. I saw Cracow and
its Kazimierz district, a vibrant centre of Jewish life. I witnessed a true Jewish
renaissance in Poland and I am very proud that I am able to say that we can feel
hopeful about its bright future.
I would like this project to be seen as a hopeful account of these changes. While the
topic of anti-Semitism is still a part of Polish reality, I believe it is fair to say that it is
in decline. However, we must be careful. It is a great responsibility of the schools, and
the teachers who work in them, to educate students in Poland and battle the unjust
stereotypes that are still present in the public sphere. I think it is quite extraordinary
that the ‘Jewish renaissance’ is happening in a country with a very small Jewish
population. This leads me to another conclusion. I believe that the Polish society in
general is becoming more aware of its identity and more mature as it begins to
appreciate responsible approach to history.
On the other hand, my visit to the US made me aware of how much more can be done
to ensure a fairer and more spectacular ways of commemorating the Jewish culture. I
realised how many people and how many institutions with years of experience
dedicated their lives to the process of remembering one of the greatest tragedies in the
history of mankind and its long-term effects.
I witnessed culture of remembrance at its best and I can only wish that PolishAmerican cooperation in this respect would continue to deepen. I would like to see
closer cooperation between various institutions and Museums from the US and their
Polish counterparts. The survey that I had conducted in one of the schools in Kielce is
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a modest but a sold proof that there is a need for improvement in how we inform and
teach the young people about our own history.
I had also learnt that there are many people, especially in America, who are willing to
provide help and assistance to people like me – researchers and people who are
simply interested in the subject of the Holocaust and its aftermath. Perhaps creating
such complex and diverse network of Jewish organisations is not possible. After all,
there are millions of Jews who live in America and barely several thousands in
Poland. But seeing so many Poles beginning to develop interest in revealing the
Jewish side of Poland I remain hopeful about how we will continue to improve this
process.
Mutual agreement and clear procedures are the key to achieve a better culture of
remembrance in Poland. The problem of legal issues surrounding the project of
creating the Jewish Cultural Centre in the former Synagogue in Kielce is a good
example of this.
The complexity of the topic and some controversy surrounding it is another obstacle
in assessing the issue objectively. America by its definition has a multicultural
society, based on the long tradition of immigration. Poland on the other hand is still
trying to find its true identity and learns how to appreciate cultural and social
diversity.
I hope that my experiences shared in this report will allow the readers to gain an
understanding of the importance of remembrance. If we forget our history we cannot
hope to build a better future. I believe that the celebration of diversity and common
respect for multiculturalism are perfect means to achieve it.
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APPENDIX I
BUDGET STATEMENT

Accommodation

Entry Costs

Travel costs

Projected cost
(GBP)

Actual cost
(GBP)

Lodz Music Hostel

8,53

0

New York Hostel

138,6

197,1

Los Angeles Accommodation

297,6

310,8

Poland

11,51

4

US

58,12

29,6

Fights

854

869

Public transport- Poland (incuding
trains)

25,20

38

Public transport – US (including
Amtrak and BoltBus)

178,92

170

50

40

Airport transfers
Food costs

Poland and the US

410

400

Travel Insurance

Signal Iduna Poland

42

37

2,114.62

2,095.5

TOTAL

TOTAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PROJECTED AND ACTUAL BUDGET = + 19.12 GBP
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APPENDIX II
ANKIETA NA TEMAT WIEDZY O POGROMIE KIELECKIM W 1946 ROKU
Proszę odpowiedz na poniższe pytania. Jeżeli w pierwszym pytaniu udzielisz
odpowiedzi innej niż ‘TAK’= proszę przestań wypełniać ankietę. Wybraną
odpowiedź zakreśl w kółeczko.
Dziękuję!
1. Czy kiedykolwiek słyszałeś/aś o Pogromie Kieleckim?
A- TAK

B- NIE

2. Ile osób poniosło śmierć w Pogromie Kieleckim?
A- Mniej niż 10 osób

B- Między 10 a 20 osób

C- Między 20 a 50 osób

D- Między 50 a 80 osób

E- Nie wiem

3. Czy w Kielcach istnieje pomnik upamiętniający ofiary Pogromu?
A- TAK

B- NIE

C- NIE WIEM

4. Komu poświęcony jest pomnik przedstawiony na zdjęciu poniżej?

A- Ofiarom Pogromu
B- Ofiarom Getta Kieleckiego
C- Nie jestem pewien/pewna
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