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Initial rhythm of EMS treated 
OHCA events
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OHCAO Recommendations

· Review a selection of cases 
where cardiac arrest was 
not recognised at the time 
of the initial call.  Establish 
any common themes and 
share with call operators.
· Are call operators familiar 
with the combination of 
unconsciousness and 
absence of normal 
breathing being the 
commonest signs of cardiac 
arrest?

· Review a selection of cases 
where cardiac arrest was 
identified during the call.
· Was telephone CPR 
instructions offered?
· Can you reduce the time 
from call to first 
compression?
· Did you contribute to 
European Restart a Heart 
day?  Is there scope to 
increase contribution next 
year?
· Do you provide feedback 
on quality of CPR to crews?

· Have you mapped PADs in 
your community?
· Do you have a system 
which automatically alerts 
the call operator to the 
nearest PAD?
· What proportion of cardiac 
arrests were attended by a 
first responder?
Is there scope to increase 
the pool of first responders? 
(e.g. Police, GoodSam
volunteers)

· What proportion of 
patients had an ECG after 
ROSC?
· Were patients with STEMI 
after ROSC taken to a PCI 
centre?
Do you provide feedback to 
call operators and crews on 
patient outcomes?


