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GRP International Development Steering Committee meeting, 
30 November 2016, 11am-12pm , H.1.07

Attended:
Shaheen Sardar Ali (SSA)
Nina Slokar Boc (NSB)
Julia McClure (JM)
Shirin Rai (SR)
Jonathan Vickery (JV)

Apologies:
Nicki Charles 
Emily Henderson
Briony Jones
Franklin Lisk
Oyinlola Oyebode
Ann Stewart


MINUTES 

		
Matters arising since the last AB meeting
· Nothing to report

Networks and initiatives
Poverty network: JM describes their current plans for the future. In late 2016 they were awarded a grant from the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC), to establish a Research Network for International Development. Beginning on 1 November 2016, the 24-month grant will internationalise the Poverty Research Network by holding workshop events at partner institutions in Bangladesh, Brazil, Mexico, Slovenia, and South Africa. These will explore how different narratives of poverty and poverty reduction have been conceptualised and articulated in specific countries. 
WIDS: SR reports that GRP ID established connections with WIDS with an intention to mutually advertise events. 
AMIN: Emily apologized, but from the email updates it looks that AMIN is up and running and organizing some exciting events. 
Other: SSA suggests that we shall highlight links with all the networks and make them more visible on GRP ID website. SSA and JM talk about establishing a new network connecting Poverty issues and Islam/Islamic law and Human rights.  

Contributions to LGD blog
JM reports, that Poverty network has a blog as well but it is very hard to engage with potential contributors. SR comments, that LGD blog is also experiencing this issue. LGD blog might rebrand into GRP ID blog as the lack of content is making us question its purpose. JV suggests to see how Feminist Dissent is overcoming issues of reaching out and publishing. 
LGD Journal: JV updates all the attendees with a brief history of LGD Journal (one of the first academic electronic journals set up by Professor Abdul Paliwala). It had a revamp in 2013 and is currently going through a rebranding. SR suggests Journal of Narrative Politics has an interesting approach to publishing content and it also looks contemporary.  JV explains that the plan is to relaunch LGD Journal toward the end of this academic year and concentrate the efforts around publishing “special issues” which concentrate around a certain theme. JV emphasizes, that LGD has a very prominent international advisory board and LGD certainly plans to have it more engaged after rebranding and a relaunch. SR suggests special issues involving Poverty network (JM), Islamic law and Human Rights (SSA) and Gender and development (Ann Stewart and SR). 

Update on this year’s activities and future plans
Networking events: last networking event was successful and GRP ID plans another networking event in January. 
GRP ID’s current plans for 2016/2017: Photography competition 2016/2017, Diane Elson Lecture on 25th January, Gender Practitioners Panel in February, Panel on Work and Care in cooperation with CREWE in February, Women and Science Panel in March, Annual Lecture (TBC) and PG Conference on 15th June. Everyone agrees that setting up a fee for the conference is a good idea (10£ per student). 

How to increase our impact?
SR emphasizes that we need to strive towards establishing contacts with DFID. SSA suggests that she is meeting Islamic Aid and suggests it might be worthwhile to explore if they offer us a chance to increase our impact through their ideas or contacts. NSB suggests she can come along to the meeting and reports back. JM suggests that there is a program for measuring impact on academic events etc. She will look for it and send it to SR and NSB. 

Funding submissions
Steering committee agrees that from now on funding submissions will be reviewed by one of the co-leads and another member of the Steering committee (depending on the area). SSA suggests that there should be a timeframe (maybe 48hours) for deciding about the funding submission.

Other
JV reports that RISING Global Peace Forum (led by Coventry City Council, Coventry University and Coventry Cathedral, and supported by our Patron, the Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation) was held in Coventry on 15th and 16th November 2016. It brought together global leaders, practitioners and advocates working for peace sharing ideas on how to approach threats and confrontations in societies. He suggests that Warwick University wasn’t involved with this, although it seems an area closely connected to GRP ID as well.
SR explains that GRP ID plans to establish and firm connections with Coventry University.
SR suggests we shall do a PDF version of LGD Special Issue with the new design.
SSA suggests that we could also print a couple of LGD magazines and send hard copies around to Institutes and Universities across Asia, Africa and Global South as a good opportunity to raise its profile and engage with interested audience. 
JM suggests that she can take LGD hard copies to the Poverty Network workshops across the world. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]JM suggests that there is an event “Fostering Inclusive Rural Transformation - IFAD's Rural Development Report 2016”, on Thursday 8 December 2016 at Warwick in London, The University of Warwick, The Stanley Building, 7 Pancras Square, London N1C 4AG and suggests it would be a good opportunity for GRP ID to form new connections – possibly with DFID. NSB will attend. 
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