“Money should not replace my toys” – Merida, Venezuela – November 2018

Hyperinflation has been a reality in Venezuela for the last several years. In September 2018 the country’s currency was devalued and reissued.  Thousands or paper bills were rendered useless as Venezuelans lacked the time and transport means deposit them in local banks.
Whilst visiting my family in the country in November 2018, I noticed children where making Christmas decorations using folded paper bills. I was startled by the thought that money lost value to a point that it was replacing children’s toys.

According to UNICEF (https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-ramps-humanitarian-assistance-children-venezuela-delivers-55-tons-health)
· Some 3.2 million children ( 1 in 3 ) need humanitarian assistance
· Under-five child mortality increased by more than half between 2014 and 2017
· 190 suspected cases of diphtheria / 558 suspected cases of measles have since the beginning of 2019

[bookmark: _GoBack]High levels of school desertion due to lack of public transport and the recent gas crisis as well as split families resulting from large levels migration are also deeply affecting children lives and taking away opportunities to develop to their full potential.

The humanitarian crisis in Venezuela is critical at all levels, the causes and solutions are not linked to international political climate. Research and advocacy such as the work of Professor Tom Long in PAIS can have a significant difference in finding a peaceful solution to that restores democracy and human dignity in Venezuela.  
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