
Project Summary – GRP ID 
 
The International Development GRP match funded an award from the Connecting Cultures 
GRP’s Creative Exchange Programme in order to support a participatory workshop focussed 
on environmental justice, particularly, climate change, climate debt and reparations for climate 
justice. The project was organised in collaboration with Dr Jasber Singh from the Centre of 
Agroecology and Water Resilience at the Coventry University, and a local community group, 
Black Conscious Coventry, with support from Dr Meleisa Ono-George. Dr Sam Adelman also 
provided further guidance, offering a number of resources on the topic.  
 
Based on social science research into the politics of climate change in the Caribbean, the 
project allows for a collective exploration of discussions currently taking place around 
restorative and reparative justice in the wake of ongoing legacies of the historical harms 
associated with colonialism and imperialism, as well as contemporary inequalities. It also 
facilitates a dialogue on how these historical legacies could inform actions against climate 
change and environmental deterioration.  
 
Following initial meetings between the project team, it was agreed that a broader focus on 
reparative justice, than solely climate change, would be of greater appeal to the community 
members we were seeking to engage. As such, the project has come to be oriented around: 
1) an event that took place in June 2018; 2) participation in campaigning activities (August 
2018); and 3) the building of an online platform on which to host resources (under 
development).  
 
The event was entitled 'WAKANDA; Reparations or Else...’. Riffing on the themes of the 
Marvel blockbuster, Black Panther, it aimed to envision Africa and members of the 
African diaspora in a new light, by exploring notions of reparations and reparative 
justice. In the Black Panther film, the fictional nation of Wakanda features as 
synonymous with sovereignty, self-sufficiency, self-determination, prosperity and 
technological advancement. Considering discussions about reparative justice in 
relation to this imaginary, the event moved beyond discussions of reparations as solely 
financial compensation to look at reparations more holistically.  
 
Attended by 40 people, the event was opened by Black Conscious Coventry who set the scene 
as above for the first speaker, Sister Sheeba Levi. Sister Levi spoke about Rastafari calls for 
reparations and signposted the Reparations March in August 2018. We have organised 
transport for participants to attend the march as part of the project. Dr Leon Sealey-Huggins 
took a very different approach by building on the work of Raj Patel, Jason Moore, Sam 
Adleman and others so as to outline the importance of a reparations ecology in pursuit of 
environmental and climate justice.  Dr Nathaniel Tobias Adam C------ considered reparative 
justice in terms of the oppressive structures enshrined in patriarchal and homophobic 
practices, identifying the dangers of reproducing oppressive relations in resistance. 
 
Unfortunately, one of the speakers, the Scholar-Activist, Esther Stanford-Xosei, who has done 
considerable research and activism into conceptions of reparations in different contexts, was 
unable to attend due to problems with the train lines. (We hope to organise another workshop 
with Esther so as to fill in the gaps missed by her not being able to attend, and so as to more 
thoroughly develop this unfolding agenda.)  
 
As part of the ongoing collaboration, the project team, along with a wider group of 
collaborators, submitted and have secured an award of €10,000 of seed funding from the 
European Cultural Foundation’s Courageous Citizens programme. This funding will be used 
to deliver a related project, entitled, ‘Windrush Strikes Back: Decolonial Detectives’, that seeks 
to repair the lack of Black history in and around Coventry and Birmingham. 
  



The project team would like to thank the funders for their support in funding the event. 


