
 3.4 ‘Real-time’ pollution modelling 
  
The release of modelled data often lags by up to three years (2013 is the most recent 
dataset on the London DataStore). This adversely affects policy makers but also means that 
real-time apps are not a viable proposition. 

  
The release of near real-time transport data (sub one 
minute lag) revolutionised the market in this area and 
led to a whole new generation of start-up businesses.  
 
The aim would be through the actions in 2.1 – 2.3 to 
move to an ecosystem where data is available with 
sufficient spatial and temporal accuracy to allow 
individuals to adopt behavioural ‘avoidance’ actions if 
they choose. Examples might include: 
  
- cyclists choosing a different route to work on high 
pollution days 
- parents taking their children to the park at a different 
time (or a different park) 
- runners being able to choose the route with the 
cleanest air 
  
Although for all of these activities, the health benefits 
outweigh the pollution risks, they can be maximised with 
better information. 

  
  

 

  

 


