
Bid to ARC Academic Capital Fund – 2026 Annual Planning Round
	Department / School
	

	Form Completed by
	

	Date
	



Deadline for submission – 13 March 2026

Academic Capital funding (ACF) is intended for capital equipment valued over £50k to be used for academic purposes (teaching & research).  Requests should not include equipment where departments can bid for external research funding, which should be directed to Research & Impact Services research match funding for equipment requests. The budget is open to all academic departments.

Departments should consider capital equipment needs over the next 5 years, focusing on essential equipment replacement or new strategic equipment requirements.  This will give greater certainty in terms of planning.  Bids will be considered annually, aligned to the planning round and with this extended time frame.   

Given current budget pressure, we ask departments to review pending bids from previous years and reprioritise as necessary. Please find your pending bids on the portal here. Please include these in the 2026 bids if they are still priority and update value and timing where necessary.

For each item of capital expenditure listed on the Capital/ACF Plan form (ARC ACF Bid) please provide a narrative to support the bid.  Please use one table/grid for each item (boxes will expand to required length).  This bid document requires the Excel appendix to show the costs.  

Bid Details (one table per bid item):

	1. 
	Bid Reference From Excel Spreadsheet (please include AEF ref. number for pending bids from previous years)

	

	2. 
	Asset/equipment Description
	

	3. 
	Is this equipment new or replacement
	New		☐
Replacement	☐

	4. 
	Outline how the request supports the Department’s and University’s strategy
	

	5. 
	Outline the opportunities available to obtain funding to support purchase of the equipment
	

	6. 
	Outline any opportunities for income generation or cost savings arising from investment in the equipment
	

	7. 
	What is the risk to the University of spend not being agreed at this stage?
Is this essential equipment and what would be the impact if spend was pushed back by a year?
	

	8. 
	Users of the equipment and intended location.
	

	9. 
	Space requirements
Confirm whether you have liaised with Estates, e.g. if need to connect to utilities, and that you have factored in these costs (e.g. for re-installation and commissioning)
	

	10. 
	How were the costs derived
e.g. quotes obtained, estimate based on previous purchase, etc.
Include any required ongoing maintenance contracts and any additional delivery and/or installation costs
	

	11. 
	Financial impact on 2026 plan (depreciation will be budgeted from AEF if approved)
		 
	26/27
	27/28
	28/29
	29/30
	30/31

	Additional Income:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Additional Costs:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Staff
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Non-staff (e.g., service, repair &maintenance, consumable)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total impact on 2026 plan
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 




	12. 
	Will the requested equipment be available for use elsewhere on the campus
	Yes	☐

No	☐

	13. 
	Priority

Note that ARC will consider requests for a 5 year timeframe so please take this into account when determining the priority of your requests
	




Please copy and paste table as required for each item on the Excel bid template
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