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Log of Assignments Completed

This log should be updated as each completed assignment is added to the Portfolio.

Student’s Name:  _____________________________     DTC/Dept.:  __________________________________

Supervisor’s Name:  ___________________________     


	Title of Assignment
	Date Completed
	Student’s Signature

	Supervisor’s Signature

	Attended 3-day workshop

	
	
	

	1. Review of your main learning points

	
	
	

	2. Review your contributions to course activities

	
	
	

	3. Follow up project

	
	
	



The Director of Postgraduate Studies or their representative or the PGCTSS Programme Director should check the associated Portfolio for completeness before signing off the module.

This module is now complete: 

Signature:  ___________________________    Date  ________________





Module Description 


The aim of this module is to help you to communicate your research findings accurately and concisely to different audiences. The main focus is on how to communicate in print, radio and TV to non-specialist audiences, but the skills will translate directly across to your research reports and presentations. To both kinds of audience, one is often engaging in a dialogue rather than simply sending information out. It is therefore important to consider your audience as well as the content.

The module is based upon a three-day course that looks at how stories that will be of interest to the public can be identified, and how they can be presented in a manner that is both engaging and informative to an audience that appreciates little of the background to the material.  This is followed up by a project, which involves a communication activity, targeted at the public or a particular, non-specialist group.  

This module is assessed partly by observing your contribution to the activities during the course, including both the individual tasks and group activities. Then you will be assessed on the follow-up project carried out later, practising and extending the skills learnt on the course.

When you have completed the handbook, and it has been assessed, your work and your supervisor’s comments need to be uploaded to your on-line portfolio using the correct form in SkillsForge and marked ‘pending for final review’.  

Learning outcomes:

By the end of the module, students should be able to:

· Understand the varying needs of different types of non-specialist audiences
· Be able, orally and in writing (including on the web), to communicate their research to non-specialists in an engaging, accurate, and appropriate manner
· Understand how journalists and the mass-media operate and be able to generate press releases and communicate effectively with journalists
· Be able to effectively communicate and engage with policy makers, schools groups, and specialists from an unrelated field.
· Prepare an independent communication project



1. Review of your main learning points
 
The taught part of this module covers many aspect of science communication including: 
· How to tailor your communication to specific audiences; 
· Aristotelian rhetoric;
· Why communicating with non-specialists is important; 
· How to get research to the media; 
· How to write a press release; How to give a good radio and TV interview; 
· How journalism operates; 
· How to work well with schools; 
· Engaging well with policy; 
· Making the best use of the web.

Write a review of your main learning points (300-500 words, ½ - 1 page A4), making reference to the outline above and place it in your portfolio behind this cover sheet.

Student’s Name:  ____________________DTC/Dept.:  _______________________

Assessor’s Name:  ____________________Assessor Signature__________________

The assessor may comment:



























2. Review your contributions to course activities
    
The emphasis of the course is very much on learning by participation, and you will be expected to contribute to the group discussions, exercises and success of the various programme-making activities. 
For example you will have opportunities:
· to write a press release, 
· present your own research to specific audiences, 
· give a one-on-one interview to a journalist, 
· rewrite and summarise an article for a specific audience, 
· design, record and review a radio programme.

Write a review of your contributions and performance in the five activities referred to above (50-100 words each). Highlight briefly what you did well and how you can improve if you were to do something similar in the future. Place your review in your portfolio behind this cover sheet.

Student’s Name:  ___________________DTC/Dept.:  _______________________

Assessor’s Name:  __________________Assessor Signature__________________

The assessor may comment:


























3. Follow up project (to be completed after the course)

To demonstrate what you have learnt from the course, you will undertake a project to communicate to some non-specialists. 

The scope and specifics of this project are deliberately vague to allow you to pursue your personal interests and develop your own ideas and opportunities. There are lots of suggestions that will be given to you during the taught part of the course to get you thinking. Time-wise, it is anticipated that this activity will correspond to ~ 50% of the module. (50 hours including planning, preparation, and delivery)

Place a summary (ca 500 words, 1 page A4) of the project in an appropriate medium in your portfolio behind this cover sheet.  You should also include any materials used during the activity (e.g. snapshots of web content, links to video/radio, PowerPoint slides, etc.) You will need to provide enough information to convince your assessor that you have successfully and non-trivially communicated some information to some non-specialists.

Student’s Name:  ____________________		DTC/Dept.:  _______________________

Assessor’s Name:  ____________________		Assessor’s Signature__________________

The assessor may comment:
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