
Introduction: This project sought to examine the Protect Warwick Women (PWW) Movement 
and the impact they, as student activists had upon the University of Warwick’s response to 
sexual assault and sexual violence. By studying the impact upon a singular university, this 
project seeks to understand the broader pattern of student activism impacting University 
responses to sexual assault and violence. As a growing area of academic literature, it felt an 
important topic to investigate. Additionally, as universities work to tackle sexual assault and 
sexual violence, it is an important investigation to apply to Warwick, to help gauge the impact of 
student activism.  

Methodology: I obtained ethical approval to share an online survey with the organizers of PWW 
to collect their impressions of the impact of their activism on the University of Warwick’s 
response to sexual violence on campus. Through ten questions participants were able to 
enter qualitative responses in text boxes.
Alongside this, I investigated PWW’s Instagram and news article surrounding them, thus 
broadening my results to a more complete appreciation of their impact.

Findings: The survey given to PWW highlights reasoning behind their decision and  the impact 
they had. For instance, in response in response to “Why was the protest method of a sit- in 
selected over other forms (e.g., march)?” the response was “in order to encourage the 
university to take action urgently”. Urgency underscores the direct and speedy way student 
activism fosters, which is imperative to such a problem like sexual assault. Further proof is the 
fact that after 4 days of occupying University house, there was a ”legal agreement”. Ergo, 
Protect Warwick Women were able to effectively ramp up pressure on Warwick University to 
take action through escalation, showing the potential impact of further student activism. 

Not only this, but social media is also a huge tool for student activists to use. In a survey 
response it was highlighted as a platform “[Social media] helped awareness to be spread on a 
larger level, and increased media attention allowed us to reach news outlets and prospective 
students that put much more pressure on the University to respond”. The way social media was 
also pivotal in increasing outreach, particularly seemingly external to the university shouldn’t be 
understated. Academic literature, highlighted the impact student activism had in the United 
States on college campuses (1). Additionally, literature demonstrated impact on responses to 
sexual assault and violence due to student activism. Furthermore, media attention on PWW, 
illustrates the clear importance of media attention (2). National and local media attention 
shows at least a raised awareness which student activism created. Providing attention spotlights 
the issue and grow expectations on universities to take action (3). 

By analyzing the PWW Instagram, it was evident of the impact the movement had, with 4,614 
followers (as of the 24th September 2021) (4). Utilizing social media enabled PWW to forge a 
community around them. Through building a network directly with the student body, activists 
were able to apply pressure on the university. In addition, awareness fostered discourse around 
sexual assault and violence, by encouraging a need for action. This is crucial in highlighting the 
direct shifts student activism can generate. The occupation of University House by PWW led 
to (which began on the 31st May) appeared to force the University to engage more directly with 
protesters. This suggests student activism when it ramps up pressure can encourage direct 
response from institutions, previous academic literature supports this hypothesis (5).

Conclusions: This project researched the impact of campus activism and would make three 
points; 

1.) Student activism is evidently most effective when utilizing social media, with one response 
to the survey saying TikTok had proved the most effective for outreach. 

2.) Student activism has been a useful tool for change on campus, encouraging better responses 
to sexual assault and violence seems to be just one instance of this.

3.) Student activism relies on the student body support and strength lies in numbers in the case 
of Protect Warwick Women, who have had a substantial impact upon the University of 
Warwick- though the full ramifications remain to be seen. 
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