
Reg. 41 Relating to the Absence of Examination

Marks as a Consequence of Significant Disruption

This standing regulation will onlybe in force if it has been formallyinvoked bythe Steering Committee on behalf of the Senate in

circumstances in which the University’s academic business has been significantlydisrupted byforce majeure.

In case of doubt this regulation takes precedence over other regulations relating to student classification and progression (including

Regulation 12on Medical Absence)and over the regulations governing the quoracyfor meetings of Boards of Examiners.

For the avoidance of doubt regulations relating to appeals processes remain in force during periods of disruption caused byforce

majeure.

Definitions:In these regulations,‘examination’means anytest or courseworkcontributing to degree credit. References to

percentages should be interpreted as follows:‘upto 30%’means upto and including 30.49%;‘more than 30%’means 30.5% or

greater. For the purposes of this regulation,the term Force Majeure refers to anycause of significant disruption to the academic

business of the Universitythis will include,but is not limited to:a major outbreakof disease,natural disaster,fire,act of terrorism,

industrial action (including that carried out byUniversitystaff).

1. Activation of the Regulation

IncircumstancesinwhichtheUniversity’sacademicbusinessissignificantlydisrupted byreasonofforcemajeuretheSteering

CommitteemaytakeactiononbehalfoftheSenateto activatetheregulationrelatingto theabsenceofexaminationmarksasa

consequenceofsignificantdisruption(force majeure).Suchactionwillbereported to thefirstsubsequentmeetingoftheSenate.

2. First Year Examinations

(a)Wheremarksareunavailableto theExaminersfor upto 30% ofthemarksinfirstyear undergraduateexaminations,whollyor

partlyasaresultofforce majeure,theFirstYear Board ofExaminersmaytakeanyofthedecisionsopento itunder theRegulations

for FirstDegrees.

(b)Wheremorethan30% ofthemarksareunavailablefor acandidate,theFirstYear Board ofExaminersmaytakeanyofthe

decisionsopento itunder theRegulationsfor FirstDegreesbutwillberequired to reviewallofthosedecisionsatitsnextmeeting

followingsummer vacationexaminations.Thisreviewmayresultindecisionswhichmeanthatcandidatesmayberequired to take

further tests.

3. Second and Third Year Examinations which are not Final Year Examinations

(a)Wheremarksareunavailablefor acandidatewhollyor partlyasaresultofforce majeure theBoard ofExaminersmaytakeanyof

thedecisionsopento itunder theRegulationfor FirstDegrees,provided thattheexaminationsfor whichmarksareunavailableinthe

year inquestiondo notcumulativelycontributemorethan30% ofthecredittowardsthefinalqualification.

(b)Wheremorethan30% ofthemarksareunavailablefor acandidate,theBoard ofExaminersmaytakeanyofthedecisionsopen

to itunder theRegulationfor FirstDegreesbutwillberequired to reviewthosedecisionsatitsnextmeetingwhencandidatesmaybe

required to takefurther tests.

4. Final Year Examinations

(a)Wheremarksareunavailablefor acandidatefor anypartofthefinalyear examinationswhollyor partlyasaresultofforce

majeure and wherethemissingexaminationmarksinthefinalyear cumulativelycontributemorethan30% ofthetotalcredit

towardsthefinalqualification,thecandidatewillbeeligiblefor considerationfor theaward ofanunclassified Honoursor aPass

Degreeprovided thattheconditionslaid downin(5)belowaresatisfied.Thequalificationmaybeawarded either asanunclassified

Honoursqualificationor asaPassDegreeexceptthattherewillbeno Passclassificationfor anundergraduateMaster’sdegree.Inthe

caseofacandidatewho hasfollowed aPassdegreecourseinhis/her finalyear thedegreemaybeawarded onlyasaPassdegree.

(b)Wheremarksareunavailablefor acandidatefor anypartofthefinalyear examinationswhollyor partlyasaresultofforce

majeure wherethemissingexaminationmarksinthefinalyear do notcumulativelycontributemorethan30% ofthetotalcredit

towardsthefinaldegree,and theconditionsfor theaward ofadegreelaid downin(5)belowaresatisfied,thecandidatewillbe

eligiblefor considerationfor theaward ofaclassified Honoursdegree.

(c)Notwithstanding(a)and (b)above,aBoard ofExaminersmaytakeanyother decisionopento itunder theRegulationfor First

Degrees.

5. Conditions for classification

Inorder to beconsidered for classificationfor Honoursunder thisRegulationor for theaward ofanunclassified Honoursor Pass

Degree,examinershaveto besatisfied thatmarkswereunavailablewhollyor partlyasaresultofforce majeure and ineachcase

decidethatthecandidateshould bedealtwithunder thisrather thananyother Universityregulation.
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6. Cases for reconsideration

Inallcaseswhereadegreeisawarded to afinalyear candidatewithoutallcontributingmarksbeingavailablewhollyor partlyasa

resultofforce majeure,candidateswillbereconsidered atthenextmeetingoftheBoard ofExaminerswhenallavailablemarkswill

bepresented to theBoard.TheBoard ofExaminersshall:

-Whereacandidatewasawarded anunclassified Honoursdegree,consider classificationonthebasisofthemarksnowavailableto

it;

-Whereacandidatewasawarded aclassified Honoursdegree,reconsider thecandidate’smarksto determinewhether thecandidate

should beawarded ahigher class;

-Whereacandidatewasawarded aPassDegree,reconsider thecandidate’smarksto determinewhether thecandidateshould be

awarded aclassified Honoursdegree.

Reconsiderationofafinalyear candidate’smarksfor classificationpurposeswillnotdisadvantagethecandidate.

7. Quoracy

Ifitprovesimpossiblefor anexaminationboard meetingto fulfiltheusualrequirementsfor quoracywhollyor partlyasaresultof

force majeure,theVice-Chancellor maytakeactiononbehalfoftheSenateto approveareduced quorum for thatexaminationboard

meeting.

8. Taught postgraduate examinations

(a)Wheremarksareunavailablefor acandidatefor anypartoftheassessmentrequirementsfor thecoursewhollyor partlyasa

resultofforce majeure,and wherethemissingexaminationmarkscumulativelycontributemorethan40% ofthetotalcredittowards

thefinalqualification,thecandidatewillbeeligiblefor considerationfor anAward ofaPostgraduateCertificateor Diploma,where

theseareoffered asexitqualificationsfor theaward.

(b)Wheremarksareunavailablefor acandidatefor anypartofthefinalyear examinationswhollyor partlyasaresultofforce

majeure,and wherethemissingexaminationmarksdo notcumulativelycontributemorethan40% ofthetotalcredittowardsthe

finalqualification,thecandidatewillbeeligiblefor considerationfor progressionto thedissertationelementofthecourse.

(c)Notwithstanding(a)and (b)above,aBoard ofExaminersmaytakeanyother decisionopento itunder theRegulationfor Higher

Degrees.
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