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For the Meeting of the Steering Committee to be held on Monday 3 October 2011

Process for the Revocation of Degrees[footnoteRef:1] [1:  ‘Revocation of degrees’ is used throughout this document and process as an abbreviated term for the power of the University to ‘deprive persons of any Degrees or other distinctions conferred upon them by the University and to revoke any Diplomas or Certificates granted to them by the University.’ (University Charter, 4(d))] 


Several cases have recently arisen in which it has been identified that former students of the University may have been guilty of dishonourable conduct or fraudulent activity during the course of their studies or upon application to the University. As the individuals involved in these cases are former students of the University, and concern has been raised after the award of the degree by the Senate, not all University Regulations which deal with this type of activity make provision for the investigation and consideration of their case (e.g. Disciplinary Regulations, Committee on the Admission of Students to Courses of Study). 

Given the serious nature of these cases, it is important that investigations are conducted, and for the University to consider its course of action, noting that there is provision in the University Charter for the revocation of degrees. In the specific cases referred to at this time, the academic departments concerned are supportive of investigations being carried out and for the University to consider what action it might take. 

It is also clear that there is a need for a process to be established for the investigation and consideration of these cases, as well as for potential future cases in similar circumstances. 

Please note that it is intended that a separate process will be introduced for the revocation of honorary degrees and Chancellor’s Medals.

1. Provision for Revocation of Degrees in the Charter, Statutes and Regulations

The authority of the University to revoke degrees is set out in its Charter as follows:

4.    The University shall be both a teaching and an examining body and shall, subject to this Our Charter and the Statutes, have the following powers:
…
(d)	On what the University shall deem to be good cause to deprive persons of any Degrees or other distinctions conferred upon them by the University and to revoke any Diplomas or Certificates granted to them by the University.

An existing criterion for the revocation of all Degrees and distinctions is set out in Statute 16(22) on the Powers of the Senate:

To revoke any Degrees or other distinctions conferred by the University, and all privileges connected therewith if the holder thereof has been convicted of a crime for which that person has been sentenced to imprisonment and the Senate considers that such crime is one which renders that person unfit to be a member or graduate of the University.
While this criterion is particularly specific it is not the only circumstance in which degrees may be revoked. Some additional instances are set out in the Student Regulations, for example in Regulation 11: Procedure to be Adopted in the Event of Suspected Cheating in a University Test, which includes provision for the Investigating Committee to make recommendations to the Senate that a previous academic award or honour to a candidate should be revoked.

However, other University Regulations do not specify a process to be adopted in cases where former students have subsequently been identified as having been engaged in dishonourable conduct or fraudulent activity, including Regulation 23: Disciplinary Regulations and Regulation 6: Admission to the University.  
2. Process for the Revocation of Degrees

It is proposed that in cases where dishonourable conduct or fraudulent activity is identified which relates to former students of the University, and where there is no existing process for the investigation and consideration of these cases prescribed in University Regulations, the following process should apply: 

a) The case should be considered in accordance with the most relevant University Regulation for the type of activity or misconduct. The Steering Committee should be notified of any such cases under reserved business.

b) If further action is deemed appropriate following consideration of the case (as in (a) above), a recommendation should be brought to the Senate (or to the Steering Committee acting on behalf of the Senate), together with the outcome of any investigation, to take such action under the University Charter, Statutes, Ordinances and Regulations as it may consider appropriate (including that the previous academic award or honour to the candidate should be revoked).

c) Where a degree is revoked, the individual will be notified of the decision by the Registrar or his nominee.

d) Following the decision of the Senate, the individual shall have the right of appeal in accordance with the procedures of the University Regulation their case was considered under. If the appeal is upheld, a recommendation should be made to the Senate regarding the penalty previously imposed.  

e) In cases where misconduct or fraudulent activity is proven by the University and the circumstances are such that it is appropriate for the University to inform a regulatory body for the student’s intended profession of the finding, the Academic Registrar shall be responsible for informing the regulatory body.

f) In cases where it is thought that an individual may be or has been involved in criminal conduct, it is the duty of any member of the University to whose attention the matter is drawn to report it to the Registrar of the University.

Given the recent increase in the number of cases requiring consideration in accordance with this process, future revisions to University Statutes and other governing instruments may need to make provision for cases in these circumstances.
	
The Steering Committee is asked to consider the proposed process for the investigation and consideration of cases where dishonourable conduct or fraudulent activity is identified which relates to former students of the University, and which may lead to the revocation of a degree.

Nicola Owen
Deputy Registrar
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