Constitution
Quantitative and Analytical Political Economy Research Centre
1.	Aims
The core aim of the Centre will be to provide a place for its academic members to pursue and achieve research excellence in quantitative and analytical political economy research combined with impactful and interdisciplinary collaborations.  To realise this core aim, the Centre intends to: 
a) Further establish our international reputation for research excellence and impact in quantitative and analytical political economy, and gain recognition of our results within the next REF. 

b) Actively engage within the national and international research network in political economy, with the objectives of enhancing exposure and dissemination of path-breaking research, and to increase chances of raising research income.

c) Provide a positive and supportive work ethos, training, environment to promote personal development and opportunity for academics in the area of quantitative and analytical political economy.

d) Facilitate networks within and beyond the university, supporting collaborations to engage with research questions and challenges in political economy.

e) Organize weekly seminars, regular workshops and conferences in the field of quantitative and analytical political economy – interdisciplinary events which bring together economists, political scientists and academics in related disciplines.


2.	Constitution/Membership
The membership will include (by invitation) 
Political economists from the Department of Economics and Politics and International Studies and those with a special interest in quantitative and analytical political economy in other University departments, research students under the supervision of members of the Centre and visiting fellows of the Centre.  Centre membership will be by invitation of the Director, following consultation with the Centre’s Management Committee.  
3.	The Director
The Director will normally serve for three years.  The appointment will be made by the University Research Committee on behalf of the Senate, upon recommendation of the Head of the Department of Economics. The Director will be responsible for reporting on the Centre’s activities, with support from the Centre Management Committee. The Director formally reports to the Head of the Department of Economics.
4.	Executive/Management Committee 
The Centre Management Committee will be responsible for the day-to-day administration and activities of the centre, including teaching, research, new projects and issues of funding. It will comprise of senior academic staff drawn from the Centre membership, the Committee will meet as required. 
5.	The Advisory Board
As a Category III University Research Centre, the Centre will not appoint an Advisory Board.
6.	Financial Responsibility 
As this is a Category III University Research Centre, the Head of Department retains formal responsibility for the financial operation of the Centre in line with the University’s Financial Regulations, in consultation with the Director of the Centre.

