UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK
FACULTY OF SCIENCE
Board of the Faculty of Science

There will be a meeting of the Board of the Faculty of Science on Wednesday 9 February 2004
in room R0.03/04 in the Ramphal Building.
C E Charlton
University Secretary

AGENDA
1.

Minutes
TO CONSIDER:
The minutes of the meeting of the Board of the Faculty of Science held on 3 November
2004, copy attached.

2.

Matters Arising on the Minutes

3.

Chair’s Business
TO REPORT:
(a)

That the AQSC, at its meeting of 27 January 2004, reported that the Committee
would again be giving consideration to means of removing further bureaucracy from
the University’s quality assurance framework and that a letter would shortly be sent
to Chairs of Departments inviting them to bring forward suggestions to this end
which would not compromise quality and standards or the University’s ability to
demonstrate these internally and externally, AQSC minute 54/04-03(b) refers.

TO RECEIVE:
(b)

Faculty of Science Research Committee
An oral report from the Chair on the inaugural meeting of the Faculty of Science
Research Committee held on 19 November 2004.

(c)

Science Research Investment Fund Round 3 (SRIF3)
An oral report from the Chair on the third round of the Science Research Investment
Fund.

(d)

Centre for Scientific Computing
An oral report from the Chair on the developments in the Centre for Scientific
Computing.

(e)

Faculty Advisory Board
An oral report from the Chair on forthcoming meetings of the Faculty Advisory
Board.

4.

Report from the Sub-Faculty
TO RECEIVE:
(a)

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Faculty held on 25 January 2005, copy
attached.

(b)

An oral report on the meeting of the Sub-Faculty held on 25 January 2005, it being
noted that Dr K Flint was in the Chair.

TO REPORT:
(c)

That the matter of appeals procedures against the decisions of Boards of Examiners
be brought for consideration to the Board of the Faculty of Science, with particular
regard to the question of new evidence submitted after the meeting of the Boards of
Examiners.

(d)

That the Board of Undergraduate Studies, at its meeting of 10 November 2004,
resolved:
That the following text be added to the section "Guidance for students wishing to
appeal" in the notes accompanying the appeal form:
“You are strongly encouraged to discuss any matters leading you to consider
appealing with your Personal Tutor (or another appropriate member of staff in your
department or the University Senior Tutor) before submitting a formal appeal, which
should not normally be your first course of action. Depending on the circumstances,
your Personal Tutor may be able to facilitate a resolution of your concerns directly in
consultation with the Chair and/or Secretary of the Board of Examiners for your
degree without the need for you to make a formal appeal under Regulation 8.12".

TO CONSIDER:
(e)

5.

Whether there are any points which the Board would like to address in regard to the
procedures for appeals again the decisions of Boards of Examiners.

Report from the Graduate Studies Committee
TO RECEIVE:

6.

(a)

The minutes of the meeting of the Graduate Studies Committee held on 25 January
2005, copy attached.

(b)

An oral report from the Chair of the Graduate Studies Committee.

Report from the Faculty IT Committee
TO RECEIVE:

7.

(a)

The minutes of the meeting of the Faculty IT Committee held on 12 January 2005,
copy attached.

(b)

An oral report from the Chair of the Faculty IT Committee.

Examinations and Assessments
(a)

Harmonisation of marking scales and degree classifications
TO REPORT:
That the AQSC, at its meeting of 27 January 2005, resolved inter alia that an
abridged version of paper AQSC.33/04-05 be circulated to Faculty Chairs for the
forthcoming meetings of the Faculty Boards in the Spring and Summer Terms for
consultation on the Working Group’s proposals, AQSC minute 56/04-05 refers.
TO CONSIDER:
A proposal from a working group of the AQSC for the institution-wide adoption of a
formula marking scheme based on a 20-point scale (BFS.11/04-05, copy attached).

(b)

Seymour Credit
TO RECEIVE:
A survey of Russell Group Universities on their approach to recognition awarded to
students who take an overload on the volume of CATS required for their course of
study (BFS.12/04-05, copy attached).
TO CONSIDER:
The continued use of the Seymour Formula in awarding credit to students who take
an overload on the volume of CATS required for their course of study within the
Faculty of Science, it being noted that previous minutes of the Examinations and
Marking Sub-Group have been brought to the Board, that members of the SubGroup are invited to attend this meeting of the Board and that a further meeting of
the Sub-Group would be held to act upon the response of the Board.

8.

Periodic Reviews
TO REPORT:
(a)

That the AQSC, at its meeting of 27 January 2005, resolved that the report of the
Periodic Review of postgraduate provision in the Department of Biological Sciences
and the departmental response be approved as set out in papers BFS.4-5/04-05,
AQSC minute 60/04-05 refers.

(b)

That the Periodic Review (Undergraduate) of the Department of Chemistry will be
held in the Summer Term and that the University members of the Panel will be:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)

Dr K Flint (Biological Sciences)
Dr J Robinson (Physics)
Dr P Marsh (History)

(c)

9.

That the Periodic Review reports from the Departments of Statistics and
Psychology, along with the departmental responses, will be brought for
consideration by the Board at its meeting to be held on 25 May 2005.

National Science Week
TO REPORT:
That national science week will be held from 11 until 20 March 2005, noting that further
details were available online at http://www.the-ba.net and that any department that wishes
to be involved should speak to their Recruitment Officer within the Student Recruitment
and Admissions Office.

10.

Issues to be brought to the Senate
TO CONSIDER:
Whether there are any specific issues which the Board wishes to report to the Senate for
discussion, noting that the Chair will make an oral report to the Senate at its next meeting.

11.

Reserved Items
See separate agenda (copy attached) for academic members of the Board of the Faculty
only.
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