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Biography

Timothy Hartnoll graduated from the University of Warwick with a BSc in Engineering
Science in 1976.

After his degree, he became a UK Chartered Civil Engineer and worked in the offshore
oiland gasindustry. In 1981, he joined X-Press Feeders, the shipping business his
father started in Singapore in 1972. He became Managing Director in 1992 and led the
organisation to become the world’s largest feeder ship operation.

Tim is one of the University’s most deeply committed philanthropic supporters.
Through personal donations and his affiliated companies, his support for Warwick has
been transformative.

He has funded postdoctoral researchers and PhD students in Astronomy and
Astrophysics, which has helped it grow to become a world-leading research group
making important contributions to the study of space and the origins of the universe.

He has supported innovative ammonia fuel cells research and is supporting the new
interdisciplinary Centre for Experimental Fuel Technologies, which combines this work
with world-leading battery research to advance research into energy storage and
conversion, a programme that aligns with Tim's environmental interests. He has also
funded other prizes and scholarships across various departments at Warwick.

He was a key trustee of the Warwick Friends of Singapore Foundation, which supports a
scholarship for undergraduate students from Singapore and has hosted numerous
events for the University.

He is an advocate for sustainability and care for the environment, which he has realised
in his business practices. He has been a leading voice in promoting sustainable
shipping practices, helping to decarbonise the industry. He has built 16 dual-fuel ships
and eight carbon-neutral vessels, pioneering the first low-carbon trade in North Europe
by burning methanol in their engines; he advocates for the International Maritime
Organisation to implement a carbon tax to equalise fuel costs.

Tim developed the Bawah Reserve — a resort hotel in the Anambas Islands, highly
conscious of its environmental footprint, and avoided using heavy machinery to prevent
damage to the environment. Tim also supports community engagement and social
programmes: the company has built schools in the subcontinent, and in Bawah, local
communities are being engaged in efforts to protect ocean health through awareness
and sustainable practices.



