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	Peter Harris was educated at Rhodes University (1976-1980), graduating with a BA (English and Law) and an LLB.  In 1981 he received a Fellowship to the Legal Resources Centre in Johannesburg and in 1984 he received a British Council Bursary to Warwick University where he completed an LLM in employment law. 

He completed his articles at Webber Wentzel in Johannesburg and then co-founded and was later managing partner of Cheadle, Thompson & Haysom, a law firm that was formed with the specific objective of representing anti-apartheid organisations and individuals.  He qualified as a mediator and arbitrator in 1986.  

He was legal advisor to the African National Congress (ANC), Congress of South African Trade Unions (“COSATU”) National Executive, numerous anti-apartheid organisations and several international organisations and governments.  He represented numerous detainees during the various states of emergency in the 1980s and also the defendants in a number of treason trials in the 1980s.  

In the early 1990s, he was seconded to the National Peace Accord and headed up the Johannesburg, East Rand and South Rand regions at a time of great political and violent conflict in South Africa prior to the 1994 democratic election.  He was responsible for the brokering of many agreements between the parties to the conflict, particularly the ANC, IFP and the South African Police.  

In January 1994, he was seconded from his law firm to head the Monitoring Directorate of the Independent Electoral Commission for the 1994 election, responsible for the freeness and fairness of the first democratic election. In 1995 he was a technical advisor to the South African Constituent Assembly. In 1996 he was appointed Director of Programmes of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance in Stockholm, responsible for all electoral and conflict resolution programmes worldwide. 

Back in South Africa he co-founded the Resolve Group, a management consultancy of which he was the Managing Director for ten years and then Executive Chairman until it was sold to Ernst and Young in 2012.  

He is currently practicing law at the law firm of Harris Nupen Molebatsi in Johannesburg.

Mr Harris is the editor of the publication “Democracy and Deep Rooted Conflict:  Options for Negotiators”, foreword by the former Secretary General of the United Nations Mr Kofi Anan (1998). 

He is also the author of the book “In a Different Time, the Inside Story of the Delmas Four” (2008) which was the winner of the 2009 Sunday Times Alan Paton award for best non-fiction book of the year and the South African Booksellers Choice Award of 2009.  His second book, “Birth” was also a non-fiction work, telling the story of the first democratic elections in South African and a right wing plot to derail the 1994 election.  He has recently published his first novel, “Bare Ground”.

He serves on the Board of Governors of Rhodes University (South Africa) and is a trustee of the University of Warwick in Africa Trust.




