Guidance and flowchart

Confined Space 

A confined space is a place which is substantially enclosed (though not always entirely), and where serious injury can occur from hazardous substances or conditions within the space or nearby (e.g. lack of oxygen).   Click here for the University’s directive on confined spaces
Areas of the University that may be considered as confined spaces include engineering plant rooms; enclosed drains; sewers; store rooms containing hazardous substances; laboratories where liquefied gases are in use; walk in fridges and freezers and computer server rooms. Some areas may have to be rated as confined spaces only when certain activities are being carried out within them. This would be the case when a laboratory has to be fumigated. 
 (
Confined Space identified
.
Risk assessments and methods statements available
)Register of Confined Spaces (link to document to be developed)


 (
Periodic measurements taken to determine status of atmosphere where appropriate
) (
Continue working in the confined space.  Ensure emergency evacuation pack is present where appropriate
) (
Establish appropriate control measures (
eg
 forced ventilation; extraction, lighting etc.)
 & Emergency Evacuation plans
) (
Have checks been carried out to determine a safe atmosphere
?
) (
Determine the hazard present 
eg
 lack of O₂; chemicals or other agents; explos
ive atmosphere, obstacles etc.
) (
Yes
) (
Yes
) (
No
) (
Engage a competent specialist contractor to complete the required works
) (
Relevant tests must be carried out to determine the level of any contaminants and appropriate remedial action
) (
No
) (
Has risk been reduced to an acceptable level?
) (
No
)

All work in a confined space must have a relevant risk assessment, safe working methods determined and a permit to work issued.
