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University of Warwick Work-Related Stress Risk Assessment Form 

Work-Related Stress Risk Assessment Form 
	Title of Work-Related Stress Risk Assessment
	Succinct title which the readers should be able to understand what is covered by the stress risk assessment
	                Date of assessment
	[bookmark: Text12]     

	
	
	
	                       
	

	Department
	School, Campuses
	Date review due
	Based on overall final risk rating (M-1Y, L–2Y, VL–3Y)

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of Team/Area
	This should be a short paragraph which summarises the ‘make up’ of the department/team/area the risk assessment covers e.g., total number of staff/students; full time, part-time staff, hybrid working, PGR students, academic/professional services, short-term appointments, joint posts (external or internal to the University) etc. 


	
	
	
	

	Assessment carried out by
	State the team members involved in the process (include staff representatives which are familiar will all aspects of the department/team/area and a trade union representative/s where possible)
	

	
	
	


	Additional information
	Note that this is a generic risk assessment so should be tailored to take into consideration how your department/school/team controls each ‘stress hazard’ identified below (note; if the controls stated do not apply delete and add in additional controls which are in place). Information in italics, throughout this document, is guidance and should be removed/altered to fit with what is currently happening in your department.

To aid the completion of this risk assessment, for each ‘stress hazard’ controls have been added which should be used to help you determine how stress is managed in your department/school/team. This is not an exhaustive list and requires input based on the information your department/school/team has available and by answering the questions in the Management standards for tackling work-related stress document e.g., Demands - How much work is there? Do you have sufficient resources to do the work allocated – controls could include workload model data, PDR process, low number of vacancies in key roles etc.  

As far as is possible analysis should be made of any available data to understand the current situation and should be included in this section on what data was used to assign the risk levels. Typical data available might include: 

· Staff survey results (including any information from the HSE Indicator Tool if this has been used)
· Sickness absence data 
· Staff turnover rates 
· Exit interviews 
· Number of referrals to occupational health 
· Information from existing staff forums
· Information from Trade Union representatives

Further information can be found:
· University’s Health and Safety
· Work-related stress and how to manage it - HSE
· Working together to reduce stress at work - a guide for employees INDG424
· https://www.hse.gov.uk/stress/assets/docs/actionplan.pdf





	Stress Hazards 
	Who may be at Risk?
	Existing Control Measures
	Current 
Risk Level
(VL,L,M,H,VH)
	Where current risk is M, H or VH, what additional Control Measures are required?
	Action required by whom & by when?
	Final
Risk Level

	1. Demands
Some staff report to/undertake work for more than one person
Demands are varied and complex, coming from multiple sources/people
Some have difficulty getting through workload in the time available
Deadlines can be competing, and targets are often not met
Work can often be very intensive especially at specific times of the year

Some tasks are neglected because of competing priorities
Some staff often work long hours, and/or miss lunch breaks
Some staff routinely fail to take holiday or often ask to carry holiday over
E-mails are routinely sent after 6pm and at weekends
Staff are expected to respond to e-mails in the evening and at weekends
There is an expectation that staff check e-mails, texts and/or phone when on holiday
Some staff prefer to keep in contact with work on days off and when on holiday
Staff are potentially exposed to physical or environmental hazards beyond their control
Staff are potentially exposed to verbal abuse/conflict or threats of physical violence at work 
Staff are required/allowed to carry out lone working 
	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· the organisation provides employees with adequate and achievable demands in relation to the agreed hours of work
· people’s skills and abilities are matched to the job demands 
· jobs are designed to be within the capabilities of employees
· employees’ concerns about their work environment are addressed. 

	What is the risk after all of the control measures you have stated are in place? Risk = Severity x Likelihood (use tables below)
	
Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	






Add in this information if additional controls are required
	State final risk level after all the controls are in place (if additional measures are not required then this will be the same as current risk level)

	2. Control 
Staff are unable to decide when to take a break
Staff have limited opportunity to organise work and work time in a way which suits them
Staff do not have a choice in deciding how to do their work or what tasks to do
Staff have limited opportunity to exercise initiative 
Working times (working hours or patterns of working time) are not flexible
	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· where possible, employees have control over their pace of work
· employees are encouraged to use their skills and initiative to do their work
· where possible, employees are encouraged to develop new skills to help them undertake new and challenging pieces of work 
· the organisation encourages employees to develop their skills 
· employees have a say over when breaks can be taken 
· employees are consulted over their work patterns 

	     
	Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	     
	     

	3. Support 
Little encouragement or supportive feedback given 
Little instruction or information given
Little opportunity to talk to managers 
Staff do not feel able to talk to their manager if something upsets or annoys them

Little management support when staff are required to do emotionally demanding work 
Little opportunity to attend training or take up development opportunities
Colleagues are not able to support their peers or to help others should work became difficult
Staff do not feel able to ask colleagues for help if needed
Colleagues are not willing/able to listen to work related problems

	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· the organisation has policies and procedures to adequately support employees
· systems are in place to enable and encourage managers to support their staff
· systems are in place to enable and encourage employees to support their colleagues 
· employees know what support is available and how and when to access it
· employees know how to access the required resources to do their job
· employees receive regular and constructive feedback

	     
	Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	     
	     

	4. Relationships 
Potential for personal harassment in the form of unkind words and/or behaviours 
There is friction or anger between colleagues
Some staff have reported being subject to bullying at work
Relationships between colleagues and manager(s) are strained
Some staff feel they are treated unfairly or with lack of respect
Some staff feel their skills and knowledge are not appreciated
	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· the organisation promotes positive behaviours at work to avoid conflict and ensure fairness
· employees share information relevant to their work
· the organisation has agreed policies and procedures to prevent or resolve unacceptable behaviour
· systems are in place to enable and encourage managers to deal with unacceptable behaviour
· systems are in place to enable and encourage employees to report unacceptable behaviour 

	     
	Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	     
	     

	5. Role 
Staff are not clear about what is expected some or most of the time 
Staff do not know how to go about getting their job done
Staff are not clear about duties and responsibilities
Staff are not clear about the goal and objectives for their department
Staff do not understand how their work fits into the overall aim of the University
	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· the organisation ensures that, as far as possible, the different requirements it places upon employees are compatible
· the organisation provides information to enable employees to understand their role and responsibilities
· the organisation ensures that, as far as possible, the requirements it places upon employees are clear
· systems are in place to enable employees to raise concerns about any uncertainties or conflicts they have in their role and responsibilities


	     
	Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	     
	     

	6. Change 
Staff do not have enough opportunities to question managers about change at work 
Staff have not been informed of significant changes to their work until they were introduced 
Staff have not been given an opportunity to comment on changes which might affect their role 
Staff feel uncertain about the effects of a change to their role 
Staff are concerned about job security

	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	What is currently happening? 

· the organisation provides employees with timely information to enable them 
to understand the reasons for proposed changes
· the organisation ensures adequate employee consultation on changes and provides opportunities for employees to influence proposals
· employees are aware of the probable impact of any changes to their jobs. 
· If necessary, employees are given training to support any changes in their jobs
· employees are aware of timetables for changes
· employees have access to relevant support during changes. 

	     
	Should be completed with information about what extra control measures are needed if the current risk for each hazard is moderate or above. 

· State what is to be achieved - These additional controls should be used to generate a detailed departmental/school stress action plan monitored through local committees. 
· Any controls which require University Senior Management input should be raised via governance routes to UHSEC.

	     
	     

	7. Other factors

	State who is at risk (includes everyone at risk by the hazard which may include vulnerable groups, specific sections of the department etc.)
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     



	Overall Final Risk Rating (Highest level in final column above)
	State the highest level in the final column

	
	



	Additional Comments from Risk Assessor
(e.g. funding or practical implications)
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	Approved By
	 (*Must be approved)
	
	Position
	Head of Department/School

	Date
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Please print a copy, sign it and keep for your records


Document History
	Version
	Date
	Reviewer
	Comments

	V1.0
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     



Guidance – The Document History table should show the history of the risk assessment i.e., when it is was last reviewed and state in the comments section what significant changes that reviewers have made (what does the reader need to know has changed). If there are no changes at the time of the review the comments section should state “no changes required”. 
	
	Severity
	
	
	Risk Level

	Likelihood
	Superficial
	Minor
	Serious
	Major
	Extreme
	
	Very low
	Acceptable risk - no action required

	Unlikely
	Very low
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	
	Low
	Tolerable risk - further control measures not required, but status must be monitored

	Possible
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	
	Moderate
	Further control measures required to reduce risk as far as is reasonably practical

	Likely
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	
	High
	Urgent action required to allow activity to continue

	Very likely
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	
	Very high
	Risk intolerable - activity must cease until the risk has been reduced

	Extremely likely
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	Very high
	
	
	


See ‘Matrix for risk evaluation’ for further guidance.

Stress_risk_assessment_form_v2.0_08_03_24.docx

		
Stress_risk_assessment_form_v3.0_01_07_25.docx
1

image1.jpg
WARWICK

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK




