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University of Warwick Risk Assessment Form 

Risk Assessment Form 
	Title of Risk Assessment
	General use for band saws
	                Date of assessment
	<insert date>

	
	
	
	                       
	

	Department
	Engineering
	Date review due
	<review date 3 years later.  To review earlier following an incident or significant change>

	
	
	
	
	

	Description of Task/Process
	This risk assessment covers the general use of band saws for cutting appropriate materials (as defined by manufactures guidance).  

	
	
	
	

	Assessment carried out by
	<Name of individual or competent persons>
	

	
	
	


	Additional information
	Note that this is a generic risk assessment so should be tailored to take into consideration any additional hazards present connected with the activity, the materials used, the people involved or the environment.
This risk assessment does NOT cover: 
· Changing blade
· Blade alignment
· Cutting with table/stage at an angle
· Maintenance
This risk assessment should be read in conjunction with the COSHH Essential Bandsaws – Engineering Controls (WD01) and Safe Working Practices for Narrow Bandsaws (WIS31) and the available HSE videos for narrow bandsaws as appropriate where used to cut wood products.
Departments will determine the competency required for those given authority to use a bandsaw.    Competencies should include a review that the user can properly adjust the band saw following instruction and demonstration of use, that they can identify the major parts of the band saw and demonstrate that they can operate it safety following the correct operating procedures.   Young persons (under 18’s) will not be permitted to use a bandsaw.



	Hazards and how they may cause harm
	Who may be at Risk?
	Existing Control Measures
	Current 
Risk Level
(VL,L,M,H,VH)
	Where current risk is M, H or VH, what additional Control Measures are required?
	Action required by whom & by when?
	Final
Risk Level

	Inadvertent start-up 
	Operator or others in vicinity of band saw
	· Machine is equipped with power isolator which can be locked “off” when not in use.
	L
	
	
	Low

	Entanglement in machinery – potential for drawing into sharp or moving parts
	Operator and others who may be assisting in its operation
	· Emergency stop button installed on band saw.
· Long hair must be tied back.
· Any loose clothing / jewellery must be secured to prevent contact with moving parts.
· Pulley/drive/gearing system must be totally enclosed.
· There must be sufficient space around the band saw to prevent any inadvertent contact with moving parts.
	M
	· All persons operating machine to be trained in its safe use (training records maintained)
· Supervision until person proven competent
· Induction on Workshop Rules provided
	Competent operator to train others in safe use and to determine supervisory level needed.
	Low

	Contact with cutting blade – resulting in cuts 
	
	· Band saw is only operated by (sufficiently) trained staff or under the guidance and supervision of (sufficiently) trained staff (competent persons).
· Where possible or when cutting straight use a fence/guide to assist pushing material through the saw blade.
· Where possible use a push stick to push material through the saw blade.
· Self-adjusting is installed on the machine and is used in line with manufacturers guidelines; or, an adjustable guard is installed on the machine and adjusted to the lowest possible position to accommodate the material being cut (These must be kept in good working order).
· Band saw must be positioned so it is steady and unable to rock/move during operation.
· Portable band saws must be stabilised and clamped before use.

	M
	· Ensure space is cleared as materials are cut to ensure sufficient room to work safely
	Band saw operator during cutting period
	Low

	Ejected material/swarf/work piece -  potential for eye injuries
	Operator and others who may be assisting in its operation
	· Ensure cutting blade is suitable for the work to be undertaken i.e. it is: correct for task material; and not blunt or damaged.
· Wear eye protection conforming to at least BS. 2092 (general purpose).
	L
	     
	     
	Low

	Slips trips and falls
	Operator or others in vicinity of band saw
	· Cleaning and housekeeping standards must be maintained. 
· Area around band saw must be clear of trip hazards. Any power supply cables etc. must be suitably covered where they cannot be situated in a more suitable location.
	L
	     
	     
	Low

	Electricity – electric shock
	Operator or others in vicinity of band saw
	· Operator to visual check band saw for damage prior to use including the electrical cord. 
	L
	Signs of defect to be reported to Workshop Manager and machine to be taken out of use and locked off.
	Workshop Manager
	Low

	Noise – operation of band saw may result in high noise levels
	Operator or others in vicinity of band saw
	· Appropriate* ear protection must be worn when operating the equipment.
· Where high noise, reduce time spent operating band saw
*The appropriate level of ear protection can be determined using manufacturer’s instruction/ guidance or by measuring noise level using appropriate noise meter.
	M
	Information on typical noise emitted from new machinery/ work equipment should be provided by supplier/ manufacturer.   Noise levels to be considered at time of purchase.

Health and Safety Services should be contacted for support on calculating or monitoring noise levels and determining appropriate PPE (if deemed necessary).
	Purchaser to obtain relevant information from supplier prior to purchase
	Low

	Dust – potential for respiratory conditions and long term health effects
	Operator or others in vicinity of band saw
	· COSHH assessment of material being cut on band saw must be conducted.   Refer to guidance given on the front page of this risk assessment for wood.
· Local exhaust ventilation (LEV) to be used where available or suitable portable extraction.
· Where LEV is unavailable, appropriate* respiratory protective equipment (RPE) should be considered, but only after other options have been exhausted. 

* The appropriate type of RPE should be determined by a separate COSHH assessment of the material to be cut on the band saw. 
	M
	Final risk level dependent upon COSHH assessment review
	     
	TBD

	Manual Handling – muscular skeletal injury
	Operator and others who may be assisting in its operation
	· When cutting large, heavy or awkward materials, a separate manual handling assessment may be required. 
· Manual handling training may be required.
	L
	     
	     
	Low




Work should not be carried out until the assessment is completed and all required control measures are in place.
	Overall Final Risk Rating (Highest level in final column above)
	M/L

	
	



	Additional Comments from Risk Assessor
(e.g. funding or practical implications)


	[bookmark: Text16]     




	
	
	
	

	Approved By
	<name of peer, supervisor or line manager>
	
	Position
	<insert role>

	Date
	<insert date of approval>
	
	
	


Please print a copy, sign it and keep for your records



Document history:
	Version
	Date
	Reviewer
	Comments/Changes Made

	V1.0
	30/07/2018
	Ian Rose
	New version

	V2.0
	16/08/2019
	Ian Rose
	Reviewed – no significant changes made

	V2.1
	03/08/2023
	Caroline Farren
	Reviewed – added document history and altered dates on front page – this section should be completed by those adopting this generic.




	
	Severity
	
	
	Risk Level

	Likelihood
	Superficial
	Minor
	Serious
	Major
	Extreme
	
	Very low
	Acceptable risk - no action required

	Unlikely
	Very low
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	
	Low
	Tolerable risk - further control measures not required, but status must be monitored

	Possible
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	
	Moderate
	Further control measures required to reduce risk as far as is reasonably practical

	Likely
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	
	High
	Urgent action required to allow activity to continue

	Very likely
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	
	Very high
	Risk intolerable - activity must cease until the risk has been reduced

	Extremely likely
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	Very high
	
	
	


See ‘Matrix for risk evaluation’ for further guidance.
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