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 2015 Summer Seminar - another great event 
 

 
 

The FIA held its Summer Seminar and Networking Event at Whittlebury Hall, 
near Towcester on the 1st and 2nd June 2015.  Attendance was slightly up on 
last year and the technical content of the seminars continued to be strong.  
The general response by attendees was very positive and we hope to repeat 
the event again next year. 
 
The social side of the event, including the dinner and the after-dinner 
speaker, also met expectations.  The organisation of the whole event 
continues to be excellent and the FIA wishes to express its thanks to Jane 
Morrison our Secretary for all the work she invested in making the event 
memorable for all involved.  

 

 
….. and thank you to our sponsors 

for the 
2015 Summer Seminar and Networking 

Event  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
FIA Summer Seminar 2015 Seminar Papers - go to www.fia-online.co.uk/epresentations.htm 

 
 

If you wish to sponsor a future Newsletter please contact the FIA Secretary 
 

mailto:secretary@fia-online.co.uk
http://www.fia-online.co.uk/epresentations.htm
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Charitable Giving - FIA Lapel badges 
 
Most FIA members will know Richard Ednay of Optical Technology Training in Skipton, North 
Yorkshire.  Sadly, last year Richard was diagnosed with Myeloma, a form of bone cancer. After 
an extended process of chemotherapy, he has now undergone stem cell replacement.  His battle 
should encourage us all to donate to the relevant charity. Please go to 
http://www.justgiving.com/Richard-Ednay and help support this worthwhile cause. 
 
We are pleased to report that the FIA raised over £120 for the charity by selling the 
commemorative lapel badges-pins (see top of this page) celebrating the 25 years of the 
Fibreoptic Industry Association during the 2015 Summer Seminar and Networking Event 
 
We still have a few left and anyone interested in obtaining one (or re-selling some for 
charity) should contact Paul Bateson, Chairman at chairman@fia-online.co.uk.  

 
 

 

NEW SEARCH ENGINE 
Keep your data up-to-date 

Members should note that the new Membership Search Engine is now operational on 
the FIA web-site.  This allows users to search for specific approvals, products and 
services that members are able to offer. Please check your data on-line – if it is out of 
date then let the FIA Secretary know as soon as possible. 

 
MBE's for Community Broadband Leaders 
 
The FIA is pleased to add its congratulations to Barry Forde (a speaker at our 2014 Summer Seminar 
and Networking Event) and Chris Conder of B4RN who have been awarded MBE's in the 2015 Queens 
Birthday Honours list for services to rural broadband. 
 
Barry is the chief executive of B4RN and Chris one of the leading campaigners. Both have been involved in rural broadband issues for 
many years. B4RN is well known as a rural project that demonstrates what a can-do spirit in the local community can achieve. 1000 
homes and businesses are now connected to its pure fibre network accessing world-class gigabit connectivity. They have achieved this 
with funding raised from the local community and no resort to taxpayer's cash.  Chris commented: "We're really chuffed that B4RN is 
honoured with the MBEs, it is a great reflection on the project and the tremendous support of the community. I just hope it makes some 
of the politicians more aware of the superfarce that “Digital Britain” has turned into, and that they start supporting the altnets than can 
deliver in areas where the telcos fear to tread." 
 
Knowing the supreme challenge that Community Broadband represents the FIA Council can only agree with Chris’ sentiments - well 
done guys and more power to your elbows.  
 
ONA and Safecontractor 
 
FIA members ONA are pleased to announce their accreditation as an approved 'Safecontractor'.  
'Safecontractor' is a leading third party accreditation scheme.   John Kinge, Technical Director of 
Safecontractor said, "Major organisations simply cannot afford to run the risk of employing contractors who 
are not able to prove that they have sound health and safety policies in place.  More companies need to 
understand the importance of adopting good risk management."  
  
Under the Safecontractor scheme, businesses undergo a vetting process which examines health and 
safety procedures and their track record for safe practice. Those companies meeting the high standard are included on a database, 
which is accessible to registered users only via the Safecontactor website.  Over 210 major, nation-wide businesses, from several key 
sectors, have signed up to use the scheme when selecting contractors. Organisations who sign up to the scheme can access the 
database, enabling them to vet potential contractors before they even set foot on site. 
 

Are you an FIA member? 
Have you got any NEWS? 

 
This Newsletter is provided as a means of maintaining 

communication between and with our Members. 
Articles, product information, news items etc. are always 

welcome. 
Please send the information via email (jpg illustrations) to Jane 

Morrison via the FIA Secretariat 
 

 
 

http://www.justgiving.com/Richard-Ednay
mailto:chairman@fia-online.co.uk


 

FIA  
 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Issue 120 
July 2015 

 

 3 

The time has come - CPR for optical fibre cables, 01/12/2015  
 
According to the Official Journal of the European Union, the long-awaited extension of the Construction Products Regulations (CPR) to 
cover communications (and energy) cables will come into force on 1st December 2015.  It has been “coming” for so long that many in 
the industry have forgotten its significance.   
 
Nevertheless, suppliers, building owners together with their consultants and installers will have just 12 months to get used to its 
implications - the deadline for the termination of coexisting practices is 1st December 2016.  
 
The primary impact is on cable manufacturers and their “distributors” however the secondary impacts will spread far beyond the supply 
chain. All those involved in the procurement and installation of telecommunications cabling within buildings (and other structures) will 
be directly affected with radical changes being necessary to how they specify and select the “reaction to fire” performance of cables. 
 
The use of EuroClasses to define that performance will replace existing references to UK, European and international standards - 
affecting all documents using those standards as a basis for procurement or direction.  Obvious examples will be the UK Wiring 
Regulations (BS 7671) and the installation standards for telecommunications cabling (BS 6701 and EN 50174 standards). 
 
Equally significant will be the demise of categorisation of cables based upon vague cable designations such as “indoor/outdoor” and 
“plenum” and ill-defined material descriptions such as PVC, LS0H, LFH, LSZH. Equally importantly, the misleading use of fire 
performance standards will come to an end.  Because the CPR applies to all communication cables used inside buildings and other 
structures, it has more significance than considerations of which transmission performance Category to use - and has implications for 
cables, particularly optical fibre cables, which have specifications related to both external and internal use. 
 
It is only to be expected that such substantial changes will initially be confusing. However, the use of EuroClass designations will 
rapidly become the norm and will substantially simplify selection procedures.  Industry experts are working hard to simplify the 
introduction of EuroClasses for all involved in the telecommunications cabling industry. 
 
The FIA will monitor developments in this area and provide guidance as required. 

 
Standards Update - BS PD CLC/TR 50174-99-1 

 
The European work on the effect of remote powering (including Power over Ethernet solutions) on 
balanced cabling has been approved and is published as a BS “PD” CLC/TR 50174-99-1.  The 
conclusions of this document will be seen in future revisions of BS 6701, BS EN 50174-2 and other 
documents. 
 
The influence of this document is also seen in a newly published document from the IET - a Code of 
Practice on “LV and ELV DC Power Distribution in Buildings” 
 
The extension of the Construction Products Regulation to communications cables (see above) will 
have to be implemented in EN 50174 series standards in the coming months.  One of the most 
obvious places to be affected is where cables enter buildings and we can expect this to be one of the 
first aspects of the standards to begin to refer to EuroClass designations.    
 
Another document to watch out for is the revision of the existing BS 8492 which will explain the 
mapping of EuroClasses to the existing, and confusing, system of fire performance specification. 
 
 

 
 

Use the FIA web-site to buy BS standards 
The FIA are BSI Affiliates – meaning that anyone visiting the FIA web-site can click on the link to the BSI 
web-site and any purchase made of standards, in either paper or electronic format, results in a small 
payment being made from BSI to the FIA (at no cost to the purchaser).  

The FIA have now rebuilt this linkage to directly purchase standards from BSI.  If you wish to buy a 
standard, even if your company is already a member of BSI, please use the FIA web-site - because the 
FIA receives a small percentage of your purchase price - and any discounts you normally receive will also 
be applied.  
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FIA Accredited Installers - the official list July 2015  
 

FIA
FIBREOPTIC INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

Accredited Installer Scheme

 
 

ABM ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING LTD. ITM COMMUNICATIONS LTD 
ADVANCED COMMUNICATIONS J BRAND LIMITED 
BREXONS LIMITED LYNX NETWORKS plc. 
CABLE DYNAMICS LIMITED NETWORX 3 LTD 
CIS LTD OPEN NETWORK ASSOCIATES LIMITED 
COMPUTER-LINKS LTD PARAGON DATA SERVICES LTD. 
FES LTD. PR POWER INSTALLATIONS 
FORWARD SECURITIES LIMITED RAMPTEC LIMITED  
GCL LTD. RE-MARK GROUP 
HAMPTON TECHNICAL SERVICES LTD THE KIRBY GROUP 
HUNTER COMMUNICATION SERVICES LTD TWISTNET COMMUNICATIONS LTD. 
INFINET DATACOMS LTD. UK DATA CABLING LIMITED 
INTERCONNECT NETWORK SYSTEMS LTD WIRRAL INSTALLATIONS LIMITED 

 
We are pleased to announce that AIS membership is now a contractual requirement within tenders for work for one of London’s most 
prestigious Universities.  We thank our endorsers listed at (www.fia-online.co.uk/eais-endorsement-01.htm) for ensuring that the 
correct emphasis is placed on our scheme and we are aware that other institutions are amending their tender requirements to include 
the AIS. 
 
If your organisation is interested in joining the scheme, contact the AIS Director, Alan Bullen at installation@fia-online.co.uk.  
 

New FIA Support Documents for External Installations  
 
The FIA has published five new documents to support our 
members working in field of external cabling installation - 
particularly in public spaces.  
 
These are  

- TSD-2000-4-4-1: 
Optical Fibre Cabling: Installation: External - BS EN 
50174-3 and UK regulations ( a summary of which is 
provided to the right) 

 
and four ShortForm Guidance Documents 
 

- Specification of pathways, spaces and structures 
(ducts, chambers, cabinets and splice closures) 

- Digging, reinstatement and comparative costs  
- Licences and wayleaves (costs and timescales, 

documentation, responsibilities) 
- Interpretation of standards and regulations 

 
All the documents are free to members at  
www.fia-online.co.uk/Members/eext-memlist.htm  

 
The primary United Kingdom standard for cabling external to buildings is 
BS 6701 - which refers to and requires the application of the BS EN 
50174 series - specifically BS EN 50174-1 and BS EN 50174-3. The 
requirements are independent of the type and purpose of the 
telecommunications cabling and are applicable to all metallic (e.g. 
balanced copper, coaxial) and optical media (all-silica, silica-based and 
plastic optical fibres). 
 
In addition, and to provide a comprehensive approach, BS 7671 (better 
known as the Wiring Regulations) also requires the application of BS 
6701 and BS EN 50174 standards in relation to low voltage cabling (a 
category that applies to all telecommunications cabling capable of 
carrying a voltage between 0 V and 1000 VAC/1500 VDC - but excludes 
all-dielectric cables). 
 
However, BS EN 50174-3 contains a Conformance clause which details 
exactly which parts of the standard are required for a claim of 
conformance. Within that clause there is a requirement that “local 
regulations, including safety, shall be met”. The purpose of this Technical 
Support Document is to detail the relevant local regulations that apply in 
the United Kingdom and which, therefore, supersede specific 
requirements in BS EN 50174-3 and to explain how those regulations 
affect the implementation of installation of telecommunications cabling 
outside buildings. 
 
The specific aspects of BS EN 50174-3 which are subject to these 
regulations are the depths of telecommunications cabling infrastructures, 
their separation from other utility infrastructures, their identification and 
marking. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fia-online.co.uk/eais-endorsement-01.htm
mailto:installation@fia-online.co.uk
http://www.fia-online.co.uk/Members/eext-memlist.htm
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FIA Member Search Engine  
  
The FIA web-site homepage allows you to find the full membership list or by using the 
advanced search facility you can hone down your search by a members status, approvals, 
activities, products and services.  
 
The system allows members logos (150 pixels x 100 pixels) to be included within the listing.  
 
The on-line database at the heart of the search engine will, in the medium term, also enable 
the FIA Secretary to control members’ access to the members-only part of the web-site.   

  
Please send your 

company logos to the 
FIA Secretary 

 
.jpg  

150 pixels x 100 pixels 
max. 

 
 

FIA Membership - and infringements 
 
Perhaps it is a sign of the economic woes of recent times, but it is an unfortunate fact that organisations are joining the FIA and 
then resigning after a year or two but then continuing to advertise their membership on web-pages, letterheads and vehicles.  This 
does not only apply to membership logos but also to other FIA schemes such as the Approval and Accreditation systems. 
 
Members will notice a more hard-line tone being taken in relation to membership renewal.  In the past the FIA has been relatively 
relaxed about on-time payment of renewal invoices but this has now been tightened up and you will see that future invoices and 
associated documentation will clearly stipulate the implications for members of a failure to renew (or a long delayed payment for 
renewal) while advertising continued membership which has not been paid for.  Indeed, if it is found that non-members are 
advertising their membership after a reasonable time has elapsed (consistent with updating their company information) not only will 
their actions be reported in this Newsletter but they will be pursued via legal process for the membership fees that would be 
applicable until the date they finally act correctly. 
 
This may seem harsh but when viewed from the perspective of honest members such behaviour is fraudulent. The FIA Commercial 
Director, John Marson, is always keen to hear of such infringements and welcomes any complaints by paid-up members of the 
liberties taken by others.  Moreover, he pursues the fraudulent organisations without mercy. 
 

 

FIA Member 
Web-site Access 

 
It has become apparent that many employees 
of FIA members are not provided with access 
to the member’s side of the web-site.  This is 

seen by the FIA Council as being a major 
obstacle to spreading the good practices 

defined by the FIA with member’s businesses 
– and is a cause for concern. 

 
As a result we call on the  

Principal Contacts in each member 
company to ensure that FIA usernames and 

passwords are passed to all relevant 
personnel in their organisations. 

 

 FIA Council e-mail addresses 
 

Chairman and Test & Measurement Director:  chair@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Secretary (Jane Morrison):  secretary@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Commercial Director:  commercial@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Marketing Director:  marketing@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Standards Director:  standards@fia-online.co.uk  
 

Technical Director:   technical@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Training Director:  training@fia-online.co.uk 
 

Internal Installations Director:  installation@fia-online.co.uk 
  

External Installations Director:  external@fia-online.co.uk  
 

MoD Liaison: defence@fia-online.co.uk 
 

 
 

mailto:chair@fia-online.co.uk
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mailto:commercial@fia-online.co.uk
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