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The Hidden Work of Research: What enables research to flourish?
Wednesday 29 April 10:00–12:00 Online

Event Overview
This Research Staff Forum invites colleagues to reflect on the less visible dimensions of research practice and the conditions that enable research to flourish. While formal structures often focus on outputs and measurable activity, much of the work that sustains research takes place in quieter ways: developing ideas, maintaining collaborations, navigating interdisciplinary contexts, and sustaining momentum over time. These elements are central to research quality but are not always easily recognised within institutional descriptions of research activity.
This forum will create space for a reflective conversation about how research is actually practised across the University, and how environments, communities, and shared practices can help to support it.
Format
The session will begin with a short panel discussion bringing together colleagues from different research contexts, followed by open discussion with attendees.
The aim is not to resolve policy questions directly, but to open up a reflective conversation about how research is practised in everyday contexts and the kinds of spaces, communities, and shared practices that help sustain it.
The conversation will explore questions such as:
· What aspects of research practice tend to remain less visible?
· What kinds of activities sustain research over time?
· How do collaboration, interdisciplinarity, and intellectual exchange shape research practice?
· What kinds of spaces or communities help research to develop and flourish?
The forum invites colleagues to reflect not only on what is often hidden in research, but also on how shared spaces, communities, and practices can make research activity more visible and better supported. 

