Faculty of Social Sciences Research Development Fund (FSS RDF)
Application Form 2025/26
Please read the guidelines before submitting your application. If you have any questions please contact the Faculty’s Research Strategy and Development Manager, Harbeena Lalli (h.lalli@warwick.ac.uk) and fss.rdf@warwick.ac.uk.
	DETAILS OF APPLICANT

	Name
	

	Department
	

	Email
	

	Job title
	

	Do you have at least 12 months of your employment contract to run with effect from the start date of this project?  
	 ☐ Yes 	☐ No

	Co-applicants and departments
	

	Please specify if you are an early career researcher*
* ECRs are Assistant Professors and other research staff (assistants and fellows), or individuals who have already submitted their PhD thesis and are awaiting their viva (max. 5 years post-viva).
	


	SOCIAL SCIENCES CONNECT PROGRAMME

	Does your proposed project link with the Faculty’s Big Questions (please tick all that apply)

	☐ What is the future of democracy in the face of rising authoritarianism?
☐ How can societies address climate change and become more sustainable?
☐  What is the future of work?
☐  How can AI enhance rather than replace human wisdom and enterprise?
☐  How should the economy be organised to serve society?
☐  What do justice and equality mean in the 21st century?
☐  How can war and conflict be prevented?
☐  What are the causes and consequences of population change?
☐  What forms of international cooperation can solve global challenges?
☐  What makes a good education?
☐  What is the future of social science?




	PROJECT DETAILS

	Project title
	 

	Start date (no earlier than 23 March 2026)
	 

	End date (no later than 31 July 2026)
	 

	Assessment Criteria

	Importance
	Novelty/originality
Timeliness
Clear strategic alignment with University’s priorities (Excellence, Financial Sustainability, Reputation)/Spotlights/FSS Big Questions

	Quality
	Clearly stated objectives and vision
Robust methodology/plan of action that can be delivered within the timeframe

	Impact
	Planned outputs identified 
Potential significance and reach of planned activities stated
Clear pathway to a suitable external grant application identified 
Evidence of scalability beyond the funded period

	Track record
	Applicant(s) experience to deliver proposed programme
Suitability to apply for the identified external grant application

	Addressing the assessment criteria above, please provide details of the proposed research project (up to 1500 words)










	BUDGET
Salaries, estates, or indirect costs are ineligible costs and these costs should not be included in the budget. 

	
	Requested from RDF
	Contribution from other sources (value and source)
	Total (£)

	Research assistance
	
	
	

	Travel
	
	
	

	Accommodation
	
	
	

	Other Costs
	
	
	

	Total (£)
	
	
	



	JUSTIFICATION FOR RESOURCES 

	Please provide a brief breakdown and justification for the above costs. Please give full details of research expenses inc travel details. Accommodation costs should be expressed in terms of x nights at y price. Any costs which are not explained may not be awarded. Costs must be in accordance with the University’s travel and subsistence allowances. If you are securing additional funding from any external partners, please outline the details (amount, source, etc.) here.

	



	APPLICATION FOR EXTERNAL GRANT 

	Name and scheme of research funder
	

	Summary of proposed project (500 words max)
	






	Approximate amount of award
	

	Deadline/target submission date (month/year)
	

	Link between RDF activity and external grant application (500 words max)
	






	EPIGEUM RESEARCH INTEGRITY TRAINING 

	The University of Warwick is committed to leading a positive and healthy research culture for all staff, students, and research participants. Applicants to the RDF are therefore strongly encouraged to undertake either the full or condensed version of the Epigeum Research Integrity Training, which can be accessed here. Please note that completion of this training will be reviewed when applying for any future internal funds.

	Please confirm that you have understood this requirement
	 ☐ Yes  	☐ No



	CONTRIBUTION – Applicants must secure a contribution of at least 10% of the total cost of the proposed project either from your department or a suitable internal source. Written approval confirming the confirmation is required before the FSS RDF application is submitted. In the case that the contribution is secured from an internal source (and not your department) then please submit the confirmation email along with your application.

	Amount of contribution 
	£

	Source
	



	Head of Department signature* and date
	
	

	Applicant signature* and date
	
	


*electronic signature is sufficient
	CHECKLIST FOR SUBMISSION

	☐ Guidance and terms & conditions reviewed
☐ 10% contribution of total project cost secured from department or suitable internal source (NB: evidence of this contribution is required if from an internal source)
☐ All sections of the RDF application form completed and signed by both applicant and the Head of Department
☐ max 2 page narrative CV for main applicant (using template provided)
☐ Head of Department, or departmental representative, notified that they need to submit application and mandatory attachments to fss.rdf@warwick.ac.uk inbox on behalf of the applicant by the deadline. If departmental representative is submitting, then the Head of Department needs to be copied into the submission email.
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