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Does the study involve the 
NHS?

Which Faculty / Department?

Does the research involve:

• NHS staff only;
• Previously collected 

anonymised NHS patient data 
only;

• anonymised human samples 
with consent for use in 
research only;

• or NHS facilities/premises only

Faculty of Science, Engineering & 
Medicine (excl. Dept. Psychology)

Faculties of Arts and Social 
Sciences and Dept. Psychology

Are you staff or a student?

Staff Student

Please contact your course 
administrator and / or your 
course supervisor to confirm 
the process that needs to be 
followed.

Apply to HSSREC

Yes No

Yes No

Ethical approval for these courses is delegated to an appropriate 
authority within some departments. Please contact your course 
administrator/director for further details.

Apply to BSREC

Ethical approval from BSREC or 
HSSREC will be required. 

HRA (non-NHS REC) approval 
will be required.

Application to the Sponsorship & 
Oversight Committee will be 
required.

Special arrangements may apply 
for student single site research 
projects at partner NHS Trusts.

Please contact the Sponsor's 
Office for further information: 
sponsorship@warwick.ac.uk

HRA Approval including 
NHS REC review will be 
required.

Application to the 
Sponsorship & Oversight 
Committee will be required.

Please contact the Sponsor’s 
Office for further information: 
sponsorship@warwick.ac.uk

Does the research involve: 

• NHS patients, their 
identifiable data or 
tissue; 

• NHS patients and staff;
• Human tissue collected 

without consent for use in 
research;

• or people who may lack 
capacity to consent to 
take part

Approvals for studies involving human participants, their data or tissue

Service 
Evaluations 

& 
Clinical 
Audits

Does your project involve vulnerable 
participants or investigate 
sensitive/intrusive matters? 

Yes

Ethical 
approval from 

BSREC or 
HSSREC will 
be required.

Register with 
R+D/audit 

dept.  

No

Are you an UG or PGT student (but 
not mRES or PhD student)?

Is your project limited to interviews, 
focus groups, questionnaire 
completion or evaluation of 
software and e-learning materials?

NoYes

Is it research?Yes No

Yes

No

Yes
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