WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON

Commencement of the Liberator
Ba

The Liberator began publication on January 1, 1831, and
carried this statement by Garrison of his aims and purposes.

To THE PuBLIC

In the month of August, I'issued proposals for publishing
the Liberator in Washington city; but the enterprise, though hailed
in different sections of the country, was palsied by public indifference.
Since that time, the removal of the Genius of Universal Emancipation
to the Seat of Government has rendered less imperious the establish-
ment of a similar periodical in that quarter.

During my recent tour for the purpose of exciting the minds of the
people by a series of discourses on the subject of slavery, every place
that I visited gave fresh evidence of the fact, that a greater revolu-
tion in public sentiment was to be effected in the free States—and
particularly in New England—than at the South. I found contempt
more bitter, opposition more active, detraction more relentless, prej-
udice more stubborn, and apathy more frozen, than among slave
owners themselves. Of course, there were individual exceptions to the
contrary. This state of things afflicted, but did not dishearten me. I

- determined, at every hazard, to lift up the standard of emancipation
in the eyes of the nation, within sight of Bunker Hill, and in the birth-
place of liberty. That standard is now unfurled; and long may it float,
unhurt by the spoliations of time or the missiles of a desperate foe;
yea, till every chain be broken, and every bondman set free! Let
Southern oppressors tremble; let their secret abettors tremble; let
their Northern apologists tremble; let all the enemies of the perse-
cuted blacks tremble.

I deem the publication of my original prospectus unnecessary, as
it has obtained a wide circulation. The principles therein inculcated
will be steadily pursued in this paper, excepting that I shall not array
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myself as the political partisan of any man. In defending the great
cause of human rights, I wish to derive the assistance of all religions
and of all parties.
Assenting to the “self-evident truth” maintained in the American
_Declaration of Independence, “that all men are created equal, and
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights—among
\which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” 1 shall strenu-
gously contend for the immediate enfranchisement of our slave popu-
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lation. In Park Street Church, on the Fourth of July, 1829, in an
address on slavery, 1 unreflectingly assented to the popular but
pernicious doctrine of gradual abolition. I seize this opportunity to
make a full and unequivocal recantation, and thus publicly to ask
pardon of my God, of my country, and of my brethren, the poor
slaves, for having uttered a sentiment so full of timidity, injustice
and absurdity. A similar recantation, from my pen, was published in
the Genius of Universal Emancipation, at Baltimore, in September,
1829. My conscience is now satisfied.

I am aware, that many object to the severity of my language; but
is there not cause for severity? I will be as harsh as truth, and as un-
compromising as justice. On this subject, I do not wish to think, or
speak, or write, with moderation. No! no! Tell a man, whose house
is on fire, to give a moderate alarm; tell him to moderately rescue
his wife from the hands of the ravisher; tell the mother to gradually
extricate her babe from the fire into which it has fallen; but urge
me not to use moderation in a cause like the present! I am in earnest.
1 will not equivocate—I will not excuse—I will not retreat a single
inch—AND I WILL BE HEARD. The apathy of the people is
enough to make every statue leap from its pedestal, and to hasten
the resurrection of the dead. ‘

It is pretended, that I am retarding the cause of emancipation by
the coarseness of my invective, and the precipitancy of my measures.
The charge is not true. On this question, my influence, humble as it
is, is felt at this moment to a considerable extent, and shall be felt
in coming years—not perniciously, but beneficially—not as a curse,
but as a blessing; and POSTERITY WILL BEAR TESTIMONY
THAT 1 WAS RIGHT. I desire to thank God, that he enables me
to disregard “the fear of man which bringeth a snare” and to speak
his truth in its simplicity and power. And here 1 close with this fresh
dedication:



s
32} The Abolitionists

“Oppression!” I have seen thee, facq to face,
And met thy cruel eye and cloudy brow;

But thy soul-withering glance I fear not now—
For dread to prouder feelings doth give place,
Of deep abhorrence! Scorning the disgrace

Of slavish knees that at thy footstool bow,

I also kneel—but with far other vow

Do hail thee and thy herd of hirelings base:

I swear, while life-blood warms my throbbing veins,
Still to oppose and thwart, with heart and hand,
Thy brutalizing sway—till Afric’s chains

Are burst, and Freedom rules the rescued land,
Trampling Oppression and his iron rod:

Such is the vow I take—so help me God!

J BosToN, January 1, 1831.

The New England Anti-Slavery
Socuety
B
The constitution of the New England Anti-Slavery Society
was adopted on January 1, 1832. The preamble was not
adopted until January 6. The entire document was first pub-
lished in the Liberator on February 18, 1832, and was later

published as a pamphlet which also included an “Address to
the Public.”

CONSTITUTION

We, the undersigned, hold that every person, of full age
and sane mind, has a right to immediate freedom from personal bond-
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age of whatsoever kind, unless imposed by the sentence of the law
for the commission of some crime.

We hold that man cannot, consistently with reason, religion, and
the eternal and immutable principles of justice, be the property of
man.

We hold that whoever rétains his fellow man in bondage, is guilty
of a grievous wrong.

We hold that a mere difference of complexion is no reason why any
man should be deprived of any of his natural rights, or subjected to
any political disability.

While we advance these opinions as the principles on which we
intend to act, we declare that we will not operate on the existing
relations of society by other than peaceful and lawful means, and
that we will give no countenance to violence or insurrection.

With these views, we agree to form ourselves into a Society, and
to be governed by the rules, specified in the following Constitution,
viz.

ARrTICLE 1. This Society shall be called the New-England Anti-
Slavery Society.

ARTICLE 2. The objects of the Society shall be to endeavor, by
all means sanctioned by law, humanity and religion, to effect the
Abolition of Slavery in the United States, to improve the character
and condition of the free people of color, to inform and correct public
opinion in relation to their situation and rights, and obtain for them
equal civil and political rights and privileges with the whites.

ARTICLE 3. Any person by signing the Constitution, and paying
to the Treasurer fifteen dollars as a life subscription, or two dollars
annually, shall be considered a member of the Society, and entitled
to a voice and vote in all its meetings, and to a copy of any publica-
tions or communications which may be distributed among its mem-
bers. Honorary members may be chosen by a vote of the Society.

ARTICLE 4. There shall be an annual meeting of the Society on
the second Wednesday in January, at which a report of the transac-
tions of the Society for the past year, and of its income, expenditures
and funds, shall be presented by the Board of Managers, and the
following officers elected by ballot, viz: A President, two Vice Presi-
dents, six Counsellors, a Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary and
Recording Secretary, who shall hold their respective offices until the
next annual meeting.
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slave. He said that he had been roused by Lundy’s appeals, and
induced to examine the bearing the Constitution had on Slavery.
The result is a conviction that a slave should not be given up who
has fled from the South to the North, and dared to assert his claim
to his own body. He now contends that the Constitution does not
recognize slavery: that the framers of that Instrument had in view
the final destruction of our greatest national sin. And he argues that
the laws which grow out of the construction of the Constitution to
uphold slavery, are contrary to the highest of all laws, and the genius
of our republican government. Benjamin Lundy, sir, is the man,
under God, who has thus affected the heart of that celebrated in-
dividual.

Posterity should know, that their fathers held such men as are
contemplated in the resolution now before this body, as men to be
highly esteemed. Although they are held accursed by those who
know them not, and who seek to impeach their motives and to destroy
their lives, yet the coming generation shall hallow their memories,
and rise up to call them blessed.

Declaration of Sentuments of the
American Anti-Slavery Society
Ba

As has already been mentioned in the introduction, it was
Garrison who wrote this statement which was adopted by the
American Anti-Slavery Society at its first convention in De-
cember 1833, in Philadelphia.

DECLARATION OF SENTIMENTS
OF THE AMERICAN ANTI-SLAVERY CONVENTION

The Convention assembled in the city of Philadelphia, to
organize a National Anti-Slavery Society, promptly seize the oppor-
tunity to promulgate the following Declaration of Sentiments, as
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cherished by them in relation to the enslavement of one-sixth portion
of the American people.

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed, since a band of patriots
convened in this place, to devise measures for the deliverance of this
country from a foreign yoke. The corner-stone upon which they
founded the Temple of Freedom was broadly this—*that all men
are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights; that among these are life, LIBERTY, and the
pursuit of happiness.” At the sound of their trumpet-call, three mil-
lions of people rose up as from the sleep of death, and rushed to the
strife of blood; deeming it more glorious to die instantly as freemen,
than desirable to live one hour as slaves. They were few in number—
poor in resources; but the honest conviction that Truth, Justice and
Right were on their side, made them invincible.

We have met together for the achievement of an enterprise, with-
out which that of our fathers is incomplete; and which, for its magni-
tude, solemnity, and probable results upon the destiny of the world,
as far transcends theirs as moral truth does physical force.

In purity of motive, in earnestness of zeal, in decision of purpose,
in intrepidity of action, in steadfastness of faith, in sincerity of spirit,
we would not be inferior to them.

Their principles led them to wage war against their oppressors,
and to spill human blood like water, in order to be free. Qurs forbid
the doing of evil that good may come, and lead us to reject, and to
entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all carnal weapons for
deliverance from bondage; relying solely upon those which are spirit-
ual, and mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds.

Their measures were physical resistance—the marshalling in arms
—the hostile array—the mortal encounter. Ours shall be such only
as the opposition of moral purity to moral corruption—the destruc-
tion of error by the potency of truth—the overthrow of prejudice by
the power of love—and the abolition of slavery by the spirit of re-
pentance. i

Their grievances, great as they were, were trifling’in comparison
with the wrongs and sufferings of those for whom we plead. Our
fathers were never slaves—never bought and sold like cattle—never
shut out from the light of knowledge and religion—never subjected
to the lash of brutal taskmasters.

But those, for whose emancipation we are striving—constituting
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at the present time at least one-sixth part of our countrymen—are
recognized by law, and treated by their fellow-beings, as marketable
commodities, as goods and chattels, as brute beasts; are plundered
daily of the fruits of their toil without redress; really €njoy no con-
stitutional nor legal protection from licentious and murderous out-
rages upon their persons; and are ruthlessly torn asunder—the tender
babe from the arms of its frantic mother—the heart-broken wife
from her weeping husband—at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsi-
ble tyrants. For the crime of having a dark complexion, they suffer
the pangs of hunger, the infliction of stripes, the ignominy of brutal
servitude. They are kept in heathenish darkness by laws expressly
enacted to make their instruction a criminal offence.

These are the prominent circumstances in the condition of more
than two millions of our people, the proof of which may be found
in thousands of indisputable facts, and in the laws of the slaveholding
States.

Hence we maintain—that, in view of the civil and religious priv-
ileges of this nation, the guilt of its oppression is unequalled by any
other on the face of the earth; and, therefore, that it is bound to
repent instantly, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed
go free.

We further maintain—that no man has a right to enslave or im-
brute his brother—to hold or acknowledge him, for one moment, as
a piece of merchandise—to keep back his hire by fraud—or to
brutalize his mind, by denying him the means of intellectual, social
and moral improvement.

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it is to usurp
the prerogative of Jehovah. Every man has a right to his own body—
to the products of his own labor—to the protection of law—and to
the common advantages of society. It is piracy to buy or steal a
native African, and subject him to servitude. Surely, the sin is as
great to enslave an American as an African.

Therefore we believe and affirm—that there is no difference, in
principle, between the African slave trade and American slavery;

That every American citizen, who detains a human being in
involuntary bondage as his property, is, according to Scripture (Ex.
xxi, 16), a man-stealer;

That the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and brought under
the protection of law;
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That if they had lived from the time of Pharaoh down to the
present period, and had been entailed through successive generations,
their right to be free could never have been alienated, but their
claims would have constantly risen in solemnity;

That all those laws which are now in force, admitting the right
of slavery, are therefore, before God, utterly null and void: being
an audacious usurpation of the Divine prerogative, a daring infringe-
ment on the law of nature, a base overthrow of the very foundations
of the social compact, a complete extinction of all the relations, en-
dearments and obligations of mankind, and a presumptuous trans-
gression of all the holy commandments; and that therefore they ought
instantly to be abrogated.

We further believe and affirm—that all persons of color, who
possess the qualifications which are demanded of others, ought to
be admitted forthwith to the enjoyment of the same privileges, and
the exercise of the same prerogatives, as others; and that the paths
of preferment, of wealth, and of intelligence, should be opened as
widely to them as to persons of a white complexion.

We maintain that no compensation should be given to the planters
emancipating their slaves;

Because it would be a surrender of the great fundamental prin-
ciple, that man cannot hold property in man;

Because slavery is a crime, and therefore is not an article to be
sold;

Because the holders of slaves are not the just proprietors of what
they claim; freeing the slave is not depriving them of property, but
restoring it to its rightful owner; it is not wronging the master, but
righting the slave—restoring him to himself;

Because immediate and general emancipation would only destroy
nominal, rot real property; it would not amputate a limb or break
a bone of the slaves, but by infusing motives into their breasts, would
make them doubly valuable to the masters as free laborers; and

Because, if compensation is to be given at all, it should be given
to the outraged and guiltless slaves, and not to those who have
plundered and abused them.

We regard as delusive, cruel and dangerous, any scheme of ex-
patriation which pretends to aid, either directly or indirectly, in the
emancipation of the slaves, or to be a substitute for the immediate
and total abolition of slavery.
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We fully and unanimously recognise the sovereignty of each State,
to legislate exclusively on the subject of the slavery which is tolerated
within its limits; we concede that Congress, under the present national
compact, has no right to interfere with any of the slave States, in
relation to this momentous subject:

But we maintain that Congress has a right, and is solemnly bound,
to suppress the domestic slave trade between the several States, and
to abolish slavery in those portions of our territory which the Con-
stitution has placed under its exclusive jurisdiction.

We also maintain that there are, at the present time, the highest
obligations resting upon the people of the free States to remove
slavery by moral and political action, as prescribed in the Constitu-
tion of the United States. They are now living under a pledge of their
tremendous physical force, to fasten the galling fetters of tyranny
upon the limbs of millions in the Southern States; they are liable to
be called at any moment to suppress a general insurrection of the
slaves; they authorize the slave owner to vote for three-fifths of his
slaves as property, and thus enable him to perpetuate his oppression;
they support a standing army at the South for its protection; and they
seize the slave, who has escaped into their territories, and send him
back to be tortured by an enraged master or a brutal driver. This
relation to slavery is criminal, and full of danger: IT MUST BE
BROKEN UP.

These are our views and principles—these our designs and meas-
ures. With entire confidence in the overruling justice of God, we
plant ourselves upon the Declaration of our Independence and the
truths of Divine Revelation, as upon the Everlasting Rock.

We shall organize Anti-Slavery Societies, if possible, in every city,
town and village in our land.

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remonstrance, of
warning, of entreaty, and of rebuke.

We shall circulate, unsparingly and extensively, anti-slavery tracts
and periodicals.

We shall enlist the pulpit and the press in the cause of the suffering
and the dumb.

We shall aim at a purification of the churches from all participation
in the guilt of slavery.

We shall encourage the labor of freemen rather than that of
slaves, by giving a preference to their productions; and
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We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole nation to
speedy repentance.

Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may be personally
defeated, but our principles never! Truth, Justice, Reason, Humanity,
must and will gloriously triumph. Already a host is coming up to the
help of the Lord against the mighty, and the prospect before us is
full of encouragement.

Submitting this Declaration to the candid examination of the
people of this country, and of the friends of liberty throughout the
world, we hereby affix our signatures to it; pledging ourselves that,
under the guidance and by the help of Almighty God, we will do all
that in us lies, consistently with this Declaration of our principles,
to overthrow the most execrable system of slavery that has ever been
witnessed upon earth; to deliver our land from its deadliest curse; to
wipe out the foulest stain which rests upon our national escutcheon;
and to secure to the colored population of the United States, all the
rights and privileges which belong to them as men, and as Americans
—come what may to our persons, our interests, or our reputation——
whether we live to witness the triumph of Liberty, Justice and Hu-
manity, or perish untimely as martyrs in this great, benevolent, and
holy cause.

Done ar Philadelphia, December 6th, a. p. 1833

A Negro Writes of Racial

I ntermarriage

Bes

David Ruggles (1810-1849), the author of the following
selection, was an author, editor and bookseller who lived in

~ New York City. He published, over a period of years, The
Mirror of Liberty, a quarterly magazine that advocated the
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6. That no such preparation was needed.

7. That the planters who have fairly made the “experiment,” now
greatly prefer the new system to the old.

8. That the emancipated people are perceptibly rising in the scale
of civilization, morals, and religion.

From these established facts, reason cannot fail to make its infer-
ences in favor of the two and a half millions of slaves in our republic.
We present the work to our countrymen who yet hold slaves, with
the utmost confidence that its perusal will not leave in their minds a
doubt, either of the duty or perfect safety of immediate emancipa-
tion, however it may fail to persuade their hearts—which God grant
it may not!

By order of the Executive Committee of the American Anti-
Slavery Society.

NEW YORK, April 28th, 1838.

Angelina Grimke' Presents

the Essence of Abolition

Be

Angelina E. Grimké (1805-1879) and her sister Sarah
(1792-1873) were members of a prominent South Carolina
slaveholding family. Their father was a justice of the South
Carolina Supreme Court. They became Quakers as the result
of a visit to Philadelphia, renounced slavery, left the South
for good and in 1835 joined the anti-slavery movement. In
1838, Angelina married Theodore Weld, the prominent anti-
slavery leader.

Catharine E. Beecher (1800-1874), the daughter of Rev-
erend Lyman Beecher of Boston, had published a small book
in 1837 entitled An Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, with
reference to the Duty of American Females, which con-
demned Abolitionist interference with Southern slavery as
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unjustified and criticized female participation in public dis-
cussions. The book was addressed to Angelina Grimké. She
replied in a series of thirteen letters which were published in
the Liberator. These were then published as a pamphlet in
1838, under the title of “Letters to Catharine E. Beecher, in
Reply to an Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism, Addressed to
A. E. Grimké.” Revised by the author, Boston, Isaac Knapp,
1838.

LETTER I. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF ABOLITIONISTS

BROOKLINE, MaSs. 6 month, 12th, 1837

My DEAR FrIEND: Thy book has appeared just at a time,
when, from the nature of my engagements, it will be impossible for
me to give it that attention which so weighty a subject demands.
Incessantly occupied in prosecuting a mission, the responsibilities of
which task all my powers, 1 can reply to it only by desultory letters,
thrown from my pen as I travel from place to place. 1 prefer this
mode to that of taking as long a time to answer it, as thou didst to
determine upon the best method by which to counteract the effect of
my testimony at the north—which, as the preface of thy book informs
me, was thy main design.

Thou thinkest I have not been “sufficiently informed in regard to
the feelings and opinions of Christian females at the North” on the
subject of slavery: for that in fact they hold the same principles with
Abolitionists, although they condemn their measures. Wilt thou per-
mit me to receive their principles from thy pen? Thus instructed,
however misinformed I may heretofore have been, I can hardly fail of
attaining to accurate knowledge. Let us examine them, to see how far
they correspond with the principles held by Abolitionists.

The great fundamental principle of Abolitionists is, that man can- |
not rightfully hold his fellow man as property. Therefore, we affirm,
that every slaveholder is a man-stealer. We do so, for the following
reasons: to steal a man is to rob him of himself. It matters not
whether this be done in Guinea, or Carolina; a man is a mar, and as
a man he has inalienable rights, among which is the right to personal
liberty. Now if every man has an inalienable right to personal liberty,
it follows, that he cannot rightfully be reduced to slavery. But I find
in these United States, 2,250,000 men, women and children, robbed
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«.of that to which they have an inalienable right. How comes this to
pass? Where millions are plundered, are there no plunderers? If, then,
the slaves have been robbed of their liberty, who has robbed them?
Not the man who stole their forefathers from Africa, but he who now
holds them in bondage; no matter Aow they came into his possession,
whether he inherited them, or bought them, or seized them at their
birth on his own plantation. The only difference I can see between
the original man-stealer, who caught the African in his native coun-
try, and the American slaveholder, is, that the former committed one
act of robbery, while the other perpetrates the same crime con-
tinually. Slaveholding is the perpetrating of acts, all of the same kind,
in a series, the first of which is technically called man-stealing. The
first act robbed the man of himseif; and the same state of mind that
prompted that act, keeps up the series, having taken his all from
him: it keeps his all from him, not only refusing to restore, but still
robbing him of all he gets, and as fast as he gets it. Slaveholding, then,
is the constant or habitual perpetration of the act of man-stealing. To
make a slave is man-stealing—the ACT itself—to hold him such is
man-stealing—the habir, the permanent state, made up of individual
acts. In other words—to begin to hold a slave is man-stealing—to
keep on holding him is merely a repetition of the first act—a doing of
the same identical thing all the time. A series of the same acts con-
tinued for a length of time is a habit—a permanent state. And the
first of this series of the same acts that make up this habir or state is
just like all the rest.

If every slave has a right to freedom, then surely the man who
withholds that right from him to-day is a man-stealer, though he may
not be the first person who has robbed him of it. Hence we find that
Wesley says, “Men-buyers are exactly on a level with men-stealers.”
And again—"“Much less is it possible that any child of man should
ever be born a slave.” Hear also Jonathan Edwards—“To hold a
man in a state of slavery, is to be every day guilty of robbing him of
his liberty, or of man-stealing.” And Grotius says— Those are men-
stealers who abduct, keep, sell or buy slaves or freemen.”

If thou meanest merely that acts of that same nature, but differently
located in a series, are designated by different terms, thus pointing out
their different relative positions, then thy argument concedes what we
affirm—the identity in the nature of the acts, and thus it dwindles to
a mere philological criticism, or rather a mere play upon words.
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These are Abolition sentiments on the subject of slaveholding; and
although our principles are universally held by our opposers at the
North, yet I am told on the 44th page of thy book, that “the word
man-stealer has one peculiar signification, and is no more synony-
mous with slaveholder than it is with sheep-stealer.”” I must acknowl-
edge, thou hast only confirmed my opinion of the difference which I
had believed to exist between Abolitionists and their opponents. As
well might Saul have declared, that he held similar views with
Stephen, when he stood by and kept the raiment of those who slew
him.

I know that a broad line of distinction is drawn between our
principles and our measures, by those who are anxious to “avoid
the appearance of evil”—very desirous of retaining the fair character
of enemies to slavery. Now, our measures are simply the carrying out
of our principles; and we find, that just in proportion as individuals
embrace our principles, in spirit and in truth, they cease to cavil at
our measures. Gerrit Smith is a striking illustration of this. Who
cavilled more at Anti-Slavery measures, and who more ready now to
acknowledge his former blindness? Real Abolitionists know full well,
that the slave never has been, and never can be, a whit the better for
mere abstractions, floating in the head of any man; and they also
know, that principles, fixed in the heart, are things of another sort.
The former have never done any good in the world, because they
possess no vitality, and therefore cannot bring forth the fruits of holy,
untiring effort; but the latter live in the lives of their possessors, and
breathe in their words, And T am free to express my belief, that all
who really and heartily approve our principles, will also approve our
measures; and that, too, just as certainly as a good tree will bring
forth good fruit.

But there is another peculiarity in the views of Abolitionists. We
hold that the North is guilty of the crime of slaveholding—we assert
that it is a national sin: on the contrary, in thy book, 1 find the
following acknowledgment: “Most persons in the non-slaveholding
States, have considered the matter of southern slavery as one in
which they were no more called to interfere, than in the abolition of
the press-gang system in England, or the tithe-system in Ireland.”
Now I cannot see how the same principles can produce such entirely
different opinions. “Can a good tree bring forth corrupt fruit?” This
[ deny, and cannot admit what thou art anxious to prove, viz, that
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“Public opinion may have been wrong on this point, and yet right on
all those great principles of rectitude and justice relating to slavery.”
If Abolition principles are generally adopted at the North, how comes
it to pass, that there is no abolition action here, except what is put
forth by a few despised fanatics, as they are called? Is there any living
faith without works? Can the sap circulate vigorously, and yet neither
blossoms put forth nor fruit appear?

Again, I am told on the 7th page, that all Northern Christians
believe it is a sin to hold a man in slavery for “mere purposes of
gain”; as if this was the whole abolition principle on this subject. I
; can assure thee that Abolitionists do not stop here. Our principle is,
that no circumstances can ever justify a man in holding his fellow
man as property; it matters not what motive he may give for such a
monstrous violation of the laws of God. The claim to him as property
is an annihilation of his right to himself, which is the foundation upon
which all his other rights are built. It is high-handed robbery of
Jehovah; for He has declared, “All souls are mine.” For myself, I
believe there are hundreds of thousands at the South, who do not
hold their slaves, by any means, as much “for purposes of gain,” as
they do from the lust of power: this is the passion that reigns
triumphant there, and those who do not know this, have much yet to
learn. Where, then, is the similarity in our views?

I forbear for the present, and subscribe myself,

Thine, but not in the bonds of gospel Abolitionism,

A. E. GRIMKE.

An Abolitionist Editor Condemns

Racial Discrimination
pas
The author of this essay, Nathaniel Peabody Rogers (1794~

1846), was a New Hampshire lawyer, Abolitionist, poet and
editor. In 1838, he became editor of the Herald of Freedom,
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an anti-slavery newspaper that had been established by the
New Hampshire Anti-Slavery Society in 1835. His later views
on nonresistance and no-government brought him into conflict
with the New Hampshire Anti-Slavery Society and a severing
of his connection with the newspaper as well as with Garrison.
A volume of his writings was published in Concord, in 1847,
by John R. French, and was entitled A Collection from the
Newspaper Writings of Nathaniel Peabody Rogers. The fol-
lowing essay was included, pp. 44—47.

COLOR-PHOBIA
[From the Herald of Freedom of November 10, 1838.]

Our people have got it. They have got it in the blue,
collapse stage. Many of them have got it so bad, they can’t get well.
They will die of it. It will be a mercy, if the nation does not. What a
dignified, philosophic malady! Dread of complexion. They don’t know
they have got it—or think, rather, they took it the natural way. But
they were inoculated. It was injected into their veins and incided
into their systems, by old Doctor Slavery, the great doctor that the
famous Dr. Wayland studied with. There is a kind of varioloid type,
called colonization. They generally go together, or all that have one
are more apt to catch the other. Inoculate for one (no matter which),
and they will have both, before they get over it. The remedy and the
preventive, if taken early, is a kine-pock sort of matter, by the name
of anti-slavery. It is a safe preventive and a certain cure. None that
have it, genuine, ever catch slavery or colonization or the color-
phobia. You can’t inoculate either into them. It somehow changes
and redeems the constitution, so that it is unsusceptible of them. An
abolitionist can sleep safely all night in a close room, where there
has been a colonization meeting the day before. He might sleep with
R. R. Gurley and old Dr. Proudfit, three in a bed, and not catch it.
The remedy was discovered by Dr. William Lloyd Jenner-Garrison.

This color-phobia is making terrible havoc among our com-
munities. Anti-slavery drives it out, and after a while cures it. But it
is a base, low, vulgar ailment. It is meaner, in fact, than the itch. It is
worse to get rid of than the “seven years’ itch.” Tt is fouler than Old
Testament leprosy. It seems to set the dragon into a man, and make
him treat poor, dark-skinned folks like a tiger. It goes hardest with
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so long, that they are incompetent to judge him fairly, “The phrases

men are accustomed,” says Goethe, “to repeat incessantly, end by

becoming convictions, and ossify the organs of intelligence,” I cannot
accept you, therefore, as my jury. I appeal from Festus to Caesar;
from the prejudice of our streets to the common sense of the world,
and.to your children.

-1: Every thoughtful and unprejudiced mind must see that such an evil ;
as

slavery will yield only to the most radical treatment. If you con-
sider the work we have to do, you will not think us needlessly ageres-

sive, or that we dig down unnecessarily deep in laying the foundations

of our enterprise. A money power of two thousand millions of dollars,
as the prices of slaves now range, held by a small body of able and
desperate men; that body raised into a political aristocracy by special
constitutional provisions; cotton, the product of slave labor, forming
the basis of our whole foreign commerce, and the commercial class
thus subsidized: the press bought up, the pulpit reduced to vassalage,
J_Sthe heart of the common people chilled by a bitter prejudice against
G+ the klagk race; our leading men bribed, by ambition, either to silence
¥~ or open hostility; in such a land, on what shall an Abolitionist rely?
¥On a few cold prayers, mere lip-service, and never from the heart?
On a church resolution, hidden often in its records, and meant only
,f'as a decent cover for servility in daily practice? On political parties,
with their superficial influence at best, and seeking ordinarily only
1o use existing prejudices to the best advantage? Slavery has deeper
'Toot here than any aristocratic institution has in Europe; and politics
is but the common pulse-beat, of which revolution is the fever-spasm.
Yet we have seen Europeon aristocracy survive storms which seemed
to reach down to the primal strata of European life. Shall we, then,
trust to mere politics, where even revolution has failed? How shall the
Stream rise above its fapuntain? Where shall our church organizations
Or parties get strength to attack their great parent and moulder, the
Slave Power? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why
hast thou made me thus? The old jest of one who tried to lift himself
in his own basket, is but a tame picture of the man who imagines
that, by working solely through existing sects and parties, he can
destroy slavery. Mechanics say nothing but an earthquake, strong
enough to move all Egypt, can bring down the Pyramids.
Experience has confirmed these views. The Abolitionists who have
acted on them have a *“short method" with all unbelievers, They have
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but to point to their own success, in contrast with every other man’s
failure. To waken the nation to its real state, and chain it to the con-
sideration of this one duty, is half the work. So much we have done.
Slavery has been made the question of this generation. To ‘startle th.c
South to madness, so that every step she takes, in her blmdne'ss, is
one step more toward ruin, is much. This we have done. Wltn‘ess
Texas and the Fugitive Slave Law. To-have elaborated for the natlo‘n
the only plan of redemption, pointed‘@ut the only exod‘us from this
“sea of troubles,” is much. This wé claim to have done in our motto

B
§
Y

4 '§ of IMMEDIATE, UNCONDITIONAL EMANCIPATION ON THE

+{ SOIL. The closer any statesmanlike mind looks into the question, the

. more favor our plan finds with it. The Christian asks fairly of t%le
infidel, “If this religion be not from God, how do you explamhlts
triumph, -and the history of the first three centuries?” Our question
is similar. If our agitation has not been wisely planned al:ld cor'lducted, ,

J explain for us the history of the last twenty years! Experience is a sa.fe
light to walk by, gnd he is not a rash man who .ex.pec?s success in
future from the same means which have secured_ it in times past.

3

William Lloyd Garrison’s Farewell to the
Readers of the Liberator-- Valedictory

THE Last NUMBER OF THE Liberator

The last! the last! the last!

O, by that little word

How many thoughts are stirred—
That sister of THE PAST!

The present number of the Liberato.r is the completion of

its thirty-fifth volume, and the termination of its existence.
Commencing my editorial career when only twenty years of age,
I have followed it continuously till I have attained my s1x'tleth year—
first, in connection with The Free Press, in Newburyport, in the spring i
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of 1826; next, with The National Philanthropist, in Boston, in 1827,
next, with the Journal of The Times, in Bennington, Vi, in 1828-9;
next, with the Genius of Universal Emancipation, in Baltimore, in
1829-30; and, finally, with the Liberator, in Boston, from the 1st of
January, 1831, to the 1st of January, 1866; at the Start, probably the
youngest member of the editorial fraternity in the land, now, perhaps,
the oldest, not in years, but in continuous service—unless Mr. Bryant,
of the New York Evening Post, be an exception.

Whether I shall again be connected with the press, in a similar
capacity, is quite problematical; but, at my period of life, I feel no

- prompting to start a new journal at my own risk, and with the cer-
tainty of struggling against wind and tide, as I have done in the past.

I began the publication of the Liberator without a subscriber, and
I'end it—it gives me unalloyed satisfaction to say—without a farthing
as the pecuniary result of the patronage extended to it during thirty-
five years of unremitted labors.

From the immense change wrought in the national feeling and
sentiment on the subject of slavery, the Liberator derived no ad-
vantage at any time in regard to its circulation. The original “dis-
turber of the peace,” nothing was left undone at the beginning, and
up to the hour of the late rebellion, by Southern slaveholding villany
on the one hand, and Northern pro-slavery malice on the other, to
represent it as too vile a sheet to be countenanced by any claiming to

udice—there are multitudes who cannot be induced to read a single
number of it, even on the score of curiosity, though their views on the
slavery question are now precisely those which it has uniformly advo-
cated. Yet no journal has been conducted with such fairness and
impartiality; none has granted such freedom in its columns to its
opponents; none has so scrupulously and uniformly presented a
sides of every question discussed in its pages; none has so readily and
exhaustively published, without note or comment, what its enemies

2
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have said to its disparagement, and !h'? v.i]iﬁca.t_if)n of its editor; r:c;;i
has vindicated primitive Christianity, in its spirit and purptl}sse:we“
higher law,” in its supremacy over nations a.ncl.gow.:rgfnen b;? el
as individual conscience—the Golden Rule, in its bin 1ngmo _tsg .
upon all classes—the Declaration of [ndep&nl:!encc, ‘:‘1 : :[.cm -
evident truths—the rights of human nature, without dis 1nc:i;irl :
race, complexion or sex—more earnestly or more uncor;prorr:or gin_,
none has exerted a higher moral or morc[:lr{;crllly;a}e ;);21?10“2 =
those who have given it a care ;
ESEZCI;;:E?:; it in asserting the Falhcrhoodi of ‘God and t.he b::lhf;:
hood of man. All this may be claimed for it without cggnsmmisf =
sumption. It has ever been “a terror to evil-doers, and a p
well.” ’ .
mBIThl{:Iesgited the fierce hostility of all that is vile and de?o‘r;;;c;::l
in the land, and won the affection and regard of Lht.'. pun:siiarl:‘ r:iCheSt
of the age. To me it has been uns.peakabty cheermg,fan t_t e Hetes
compensation for whatever of peril, sfuﬁerlng e.\nd de amab::m S
been called to encounter, that one uniform testimony hasI e? an{i
by those who have had its weekly perusal, as 1o the cevanut'llglives‘
quickening influence of the L:'bera{or upon their .char_actertiauance is:
and the deep grief they are expressing in view of lt; dlsc::m r}: e 8
overwhelmingly affecting to my feelings. None of these dgle ]r:l e =
scription from the commencement of .Lhe pape'r,‘dan tli:y Lo
allowed nothing in its columns to pzss wlg}(;u;faﬂ::g[lw;?;; [hi!;{ Ry
experimentally, and “tes - i
:E\:kén?f;:fg?w."pm them be assurec! that my regret in t:e 5;;.):;::
tion which is to take place between us, in .conscquence'of t e‘ |5d -
tinuance of the Liberator, is at least as poignant as t!‘lell’ own; a:l o
them feel, as I do, comforted by the Li‘mughl that it re]aétes :)loy‘he
the weekly method of communicating with each other, al:a dnc;ims he
principles we have espoused in the past, or the hopes an
i to the future.
Ch‘zﬁll':uisgh the Liberator was designed to l?e, and has. e:l:j'mzietzﬂ
mainly devoted to the abolition of slavery, yet it hfis'been 1nst smenta
in aiding the cause of reform in many of its most 'unparl;n F::,- 0;
I have never consulted either the subscr;p!:u)n list of the pap L
public sentiment in printing, or omitting to print, any_aruclt lou:l:c u':g‘
any matter whatever. Personally, 1 have never ask_ef:l any D?I i
become a subscriber, nor any one to contribute to its support,
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presented its claims for a better circulation in any lecture or speech
Or at any one of the multitudinous anti-slavery gatherings in the’
land. Had I done so, no doubt its subscription list might have been
much enlarged.
In this connection, I must be permitted to express my surprise that
I am gravely informed, in various quarters, that this is no time to
retire from public labor; that though the chains of the captive have
been broken, he is yet to be vindicated in regard to the full possession
of equal civil and political rights; that the freedmen in every part of
the South are subjected to many insults and outrages; that the old
i .sla.veho'lding spirit is showing itself in every available fo’rm' that there
Is imminent danger that, in the hurry of reconstruction anii readmis-
sion to the Union, the late rebe] States will be left free to work an
amount'of mischief; that there is manifestly a severe struggle yet tc)))
come with the Southern “powers of darkness,” which will require the
ut.most vigilance and the most determined efforts on the part of the
fnenc?s of impartial liberty—&c., &c., &c. Surely, it is not meant b
all this that I am therefore bound to continye the publication of ch

hat relates to their present condition and future welfare?
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ing the claims of the colored population to fair treatment where not
one could be found to do this in the carly days of the anti-slavery
conflict, I might—it seems to me—be permitted to take a little
repose in my advanced years, if T desired to do so. But, as yet, I have
neither asked nor wished to be relieved of any burdens or labors
connected with the good old cause. I see a mighty work of enlighten-
ment and regeneration yet to be accomplished at the South, and many
cruel wrongs done to the freedmen which are yet to be redressed; and
I neither counsel others to turn away from the field of conflict, under
the delusion that no more remains to be done, nor contemplate such
a course in my own case.

The object for which the Liberator was commenced—the exter-
mination of chattel slavery—having been gloriously consummated, it
seems to me specially appropriate to let its existence cover the his-
toric period of the great struggle; leaving what remains to be done
to complete the work of emancipation to other instrumentalities (of
which 1 hope to avail myself) under new auspices, with more
abundant means, and with millions instead of hundreds for allies.

Most happy am 1 to be no longer in conflict with the mass of my
fellow-countrymen on the subject of slavery. For no man of any
refinement or sensibility can be indifferent to the approbation of his
fellow-men, if it be rightly earned. But to obtain it by going with the
multitude to do evil—by pandering to despotic power or a corrupt
public sentiment—is self-degradation and personal dishonor:

For more true joy Marcellus exiled feels.
Than Caesar with a senate at his heels,

Better to be always in a minority of one with God—branded as
madman, incendiary, fanatic, heretic, infidel—frowned upon by “the
powers that be,” and mobbed by the populace—or consigned igno-
miniously to the gallows, like him whose “soul is marching on,”
though his “body lies mouldering in the grave,” or burnt to ashes at
the stake like Wickliffe, or nailed to the cross like him who “gave
himself for the world”—in defence of the RIGHT, than like Herod,
having the shouts of a multitude, crying, “It is the voice of a god, and

not of a man!”
Farewell, tried and faithful patrons! Farewell, generous bene-

factors, without whose voluntary but essential pecuniary contributions
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the Liberator must have long since been discontinued!

Farewell,
noble men and women who have wrought so long and so successfully
under God, to bregk every yoke! Hail, ye ransomed millions! Hail:

year of jubilee! With a grateful heart

j and a fresh bapti
my last invocation shall be: spism of the soul

Spirit of Freedom! on—
Oh! pause not in thy flight
Till every clime is won
To worship in thy light:
Speed on thy glorious way,
And wake the sleeping lands!
Millions are watching for the ray,
And lift to thee their hands,
Still “Onward!” be thy cry—
Thy banner on the blast;
And, like a tempest, as thou rushest by
Despots shall shrink aghast, ’
On! till thy name is known
Throughout the peopled earth;
On! till thou reign’st alone,
Man’s heritage by birth;
On! till from every vale, and where the mountains rise
The beacon lights of Liberty shall kindle to the skies;

WM.
BOSTON, December 29, 1865. LLOYD GarrisoN

Theodore Weld’s Fingl Fvaluation

of Garrison’s Career
B

This address was delivered at the funeral service for Garri-
s.on on May 28, 1879, and was published in the volume en-
titled Tributes to William Lloyd Garrison, at the Funeral
Services, May 28, 1879. Boston, 1879, pp. 29-34.

Theodore Weld’s Final Evaluation of Garrison’s Career [ 251
REMARKS OF THEODORE D. WELD

Friends, you have just heard the lines, written perhaps
to-day, perhaps yesterday, by our own beloved poet, Whittier. I have
in my hand a poem which he wrote almost fifty years ago, in the
darkest hour of the midnight which brooded over our country. You
are most of you, perhaps all, familiar with it. It is addressed to Mr.
Garrison. Shall I read a single stanza? I do it to illustrate a point
strongly put by our brother who has just taken his seat; that is, the
power of a single soul, alone, of a single soul touched with sacred
fire, a soul all of whose powers are enlisted—the thought, the feeling,
the susceptibility, the emotion, the indomitable will, the conscience
that never shrinks, and always points to duty—I say, the power
which God has lodged in the human mind, enabling it to do and to
dare and to suffer everything, and thank God for the privilege of
doing it. To show also how, when one soul is thus stirred in its
innermost and to its uttermost, it is irresistible; that wherever there
are souls, here and there, and thick and fast, too, not merely one, and
another, and another, of the great mass, but multitudes of souls are
ready to receive the truth and welcome it, to incorporate it into their
thought and feeling, to live and die for it. That was the effect of
Garrison upon the soul of Whittier. He here gives us his testimony.
The date of this is 1833—almost fifty years ago. He says in the third
stanza:

I love thee with a brother’s love,
I feel my pulses thrill

To mark thy spirit soar above
The cloud of human ill.

My heart hath leaped to answer thine,
And echo back thy words,

As leaps the warrior’s at the shine
And flash of kindred swords!

Friends, in recounting the multiform cords upon which our great
brother struck, and in following out those vibrations until we see
them rouse the nation’s heart—in doing this we come to a point
where we stand amlazed beyond our belief; we have seen nothing like
it; we have thought of nothing like it; we know of nothing like it in
the history of the world; where, on moral grounds, through the dictate
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