
‘Sarha’, ‘Walking’ and radical 
transformation of landscape



Defining Sarha

‘To roam freely, at will, without restraint’ / ‘To let go’

Historically when cattle would be let to roam and graze at free will and pace.

The passage through a landscape without the constraints of everyday life 

- Thoreau also speaks on walking being the act of being a ‘free man’, 
- Sauntering/‘Sans terre’ = without home 



Raja Shehadeh 

Born in 1951, in Ramallah, Jordan - Palestine

Raja Shehadeh (born 1951) is a Palestinian lawyer, human rights activist and 
writer. He co-founded the award-winning Palestinian human rights organization 
Al-Haq in 1979.

In 2008, he won the Orwell Prize, Britain's pre-eminent award for political writing, 
for his book Palestinian Walks.



Thoreau’s understanding of the act of Walking

- ‘Every walk is a sort of crusade… to go forth and conquer this Holy Land… 
from the hand of infidel’

- Requires a ‘direct dispensation from Heaven’
- Gendered agency of walking, ‘how women stand it… I suspect they do not’ 
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Marianne North - Collection of Plants circa 1880








