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Networking Guide for International Students

What is Networking?

Networking builds and maintains professional relationships that offer mutual support, opportunities, and
knowledge sharing. For international students, networking is particularly valuable as it helps you to integrate into
your new academic and professional environment, understand local workplace culture, and create connections
that can support your career goals both locally and globally.

Benefits of Networking

e Career Opportunities: Access to hidden job markets, internships, and graduate programs through
personal connections and referrals.

e  Cultural Integration: Develop understanding of local business practices, workplace etiquette, and
professional communication styles.

o Knowledge Exchange: Gain insights into industry trends, academic pathways, and practical advice from
experienced professionals and peers.

o  Skill Development: Improve communication, confidence, and interpersonal skills while practicing English
in professional contexts.

e Mentorship Access: Connect with experienced professionals who can guide your career development and
provide ongoing support.

e Global Perspectives: Build international connections that can benefit your future career in multiple
countries.

In-Person Networking Opportunities

e Career Fairs and Job Expos: Attend university and external career events to meet employers directly.
Prepare an elevator pitch and bring multiple copies of your CV.

e Professional Association Events: Join student chapters of professional bodies relevant to your field (e.g.,
engineering, business, healthcare associations).

e University Events: Participate in guest lectures, seminars, alumni events, and departmental social
gatherings.

e Industry Conferences and Workshops: Attend relevant conferences, even as a volunteer, to meet industry
professionals and learn about current trends.

e Student Organisations: Join societies, academic clubs, and professional development groups.

e Networking Mixers: Attend formal and informal networking events organised by your university's career
services or local business groups.

e Community Involvement: Engage in volunteering, sports clubs, or community organisations to build
diverse networks beyond your academic field.

Making Initial Contact (in-person)

Starting a conversation can feel daunting, but simple openers work well: you can introduce yourself with your
name, course, and what brought you to the event, or even ask, “What brought you here today?” or “How are you
finding the event so far?” Showing genuine curiosity helps break the ice and keeps the focus on the other person,
which often makes the conversation flow more naturally.

Online Networking Strategies

o LinkedIn Optimisation: Create a professional profile with a clear headline, professional photo, and
detailed experience section. Connect with classmates, professors, and industry professionals. Share
relevant content and engage with others' posts.

e Professional Platforms: Explore industry-specific platforms like GitHub (tech), Behance (design), or
ResearchGate (academia).

e Virtual Events: Attend webinars, online conferences, and virtual networking sessions, especially those
targeting international students or your field of study.

o University Alumni Networks: Access online alumni directories and attend virtual alumni events to connect
with graduates in your field.

e Social Media Engagement: Follow industry leaders and organisations on Twitter, participate in relevant
hashtag discussions, and share thoughtful insights.



e Online Communities: Join LinkedlIn, professional Facebook groups, Reddit communities, or Discord servers
related to your field or international student experience.

Making Initial Contact (online)

When reaching out online (for example, on LinkedIn), keep your message polite and personal. Briefly introduce
yourself, mention what you have in common (such as being from the same university, attending the same event,
or sharing an interest in their industry), and explain why you would like to connect. A simple message like “I'm a
postgraduate student at [University] interested in [field]. | enjoyed your talk at [event] and would love to connect
to learn more about your work” is both professional and approachable.

Top Networking Tips

e Be Authentic: Focus on building genuine relationships rather than just collecting contacts. Show genuine
interest in others and their experiences.

e Prepare Your Introduction: Develop a clear, concise elevator pitch that explains who you are, what you
study, and your career interests.

e Listen Actively: Ask thoughtful questions and remember details about people you meet. Follow up on
conversations with specific references to your discussion.

e Offer Value: Think about how you can help others, whether through your unique international
perspective, language skills, or academic knowledge.

e  Follow Up Consistently: Send personalised follow-up messages within 24-48 hours of meeting someone
new, referencing specific conversation points.

e Maintain Relationships: Stay in touch with your network through occasional updates, sharing relevant
articles, or congratulating them on achievements.

Tips for how to start networking.

e Prepare in advance: Think of two or three questions you can ask (e.g., “What do you enjoy most about
your role?”). Having them ready makes starting a conversation less stressful.

e Begin small: You don’t need to speak to everyone. Aim for one or two meaningful conversations rather
than trying to “work the room.”

e Use listening as a strength: Introverts are excellent listeners. Showing genuine interest and asking follow-
up questions can make you memorable.

e Practice short introductions: Write and rehearse a short version of your introduction until it feels natural.

e Follow up online: If approaching people in person feels difficult, attending the event and then sending a
LinkedIn message afterwards can be a more comfortable way to connect.

Advice for Undergraduates

As an undergraduate, networking is an excellent way to explore different career paths before you commit to one.
Start early by joining student societies, attending workshops, and reaching out to alumni for short informational
interviews. These conversations are not about finding a job right away but about learning what different careers
are like and what skills are valued.

Advice for Postgraduates

If you are a postgraduate student, networking can help you connect your specialist knowledge with real-world
opportunities. You might meet industry experts through your research, conferences, or university partnerships.
Position yourself as someone with in-depth knowledge of your subject, while also showing openness to
collaboration and applied learning.

Advice for Experienced International Students

Students with work experience bring valuable perspectives to the table. Networking allows you to highlight your
expertise and position yourself for more senior or specialist roles. By mentoring younger students or sharing your
professional insights, you not only give back but also strengthen your own visibility within your community. Staying
connected to your professional network back home, while also building new contacts in your host country, will
give you a wider reach.

Remember: Networking is not about using people for personal gain, but about building mutually beneficial
relationships that can grow and evolve throughout your career. As an international student, your unique
background and perspectives are valuable assets that can enrich any professional network.
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