
Guide for applications: 
Graduate Route Visa 
This application guidance is for University of Warwick graduates who are 
eligible to make a Graduate Route Visa application from within the UK 
following the conferral of their degree.
This guide has been produced by the University of Warwick Immigration 
Service. It is not endorsed in any way by Home Office UK Visas & 
Immigration. Immigration Rules can change frequently and at short 
notice so you are always advised to refer to the most recent official 
guidance. 

The University of Warwick takes no responsibility for visa applications 
submitted as a result of using this guidance.

Guidance last updated in January 2022. 1

Sometimes separate pages on the application form 
are combined into one page on this guide. If this is 
the case, the screens shown in this guide should be 
read in the following order:
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Graduate Route Visa applications are expensive
The current standard service application fee (January 2022) is £700,
which will not be refunded if your application is refused

Therefore you must not proceed unless all of the following are true:

1. You have checked you are eligible, and that the award you have received is eligible

2. You have successfully completed your studies (you will no longer have the Right to 
Study at Warwick with a Graduate Route Visa), and your award has been conferred 
by the University (e.g., you have no debt to the University or outstanding resits)

3. You are currently inside the UK, and the Student or Tier 4 Visa you used to 
complete your studies is still valid and has not expired

4. You received specific email confirmation from Warwick stating that a report of 
your successful completion has been made to the UKVI for the purposes of the 
‘Graduate Route’ (see example to the right) – you will need the included CAS number 2

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/international/immigration/othervisas/graduate_route_work_visa/ukvireporting/
https://warwick.ac.uk/study/international/immigration/othervisas/graduate_route_work_visa#section6


www.gov.uk/graduate-visa/apply

If you have a smartphone (i-phone 7 or never, or Android with NFC 
(near-field communication) capabilities, you may be able to complete 
all steps of this application online by using the 
UK Immigration: ID Check app to scan and verify your:
- EEA/Swiss Passport with biometric chip OR
- Tier 4/Student Biometric Residence Permit (BRP)

If you can do this, you will not need to attend an in-person 
appointment with UKVCAS, and if granted, you will receive a digital 
status. If you are NOT on the UK Government’s Visa National List, you 
will not receive a new BRP following this application

If you don’t
You can still make the application without using the app, but may 
be required to attend a UKVCAS appointment, and will be issued 
with a new BRP if your visa is granted.
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https://www.gov.uk/graduate-visa/apply
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-uk-immigration-id-check-app
https://www.gov.uk/view-prove-immigration-status
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-visitor-visa-national-list
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Select ‘no’

If yes, and it has a biometric chip, 
you will be taken to start the ID 
verification process with your 
passport, skip to page 5 of this guide.
If you do not, select ‘no’ 

Select ‘yes’ unless you have lost 
your BRP. If you have lost your BRP, 
see our information here. 

If the answer is ‘no’, you will not be 
able to use the ID verification app, 
skip to page 7 of this guidance

(These questions are to establish whether or not you can use the UK Immigration: ID Check app 
to prove your identity, and which document you can use to do so.)

If you see this screen, you will be 
able to use the UK Immigration: ID 
Check app to verify your identity if:
- You have access to a supported 
smartphone (it doesn’t have to be 
your own phone)
and
- You are able to receive the 
decision letter (outcome of your 
application) by email

If you are not able to access an 
appropriate smartphone or receive 
your decision letter by email, select 
the appropriate statement. You will 
not be able to use the app, and will 
need to provide your documents via 
UKVCAS after your application –
skip to page 7 of this guide

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/international/immigration/current/lostpassportandvisas/lostbrp/


5
(You will only see these screens if you can use the UK Immigration: ID Check App. If not, skip to page 7 of this guide 
for guidance on the rest of the application form)

Follow the instructions 
to create or sign-in to 
your UKVI account 

You likely do not already have an 
account unless you already have a 
digital UK immigration status (an 
immigration status with no BRP 
card)

Create an account:

Enter exactly as they 
appear on your BRP card 
(or enter you passport 
details instead if 
prompted)

Enter these 
details exactly as 
they appear on 
your passport

Check your 
email for the 
verification 
code

Use a UK mobile 
number if you 
have one

Use “change” to 
correct any of the 
details if you 
need to. 

Then click “create 
account”.

The next screen will confirm your UKVI account has been 
created. 

Click “sign in” and use the same identity document and details 
entered above to proceed to your Graduate Route application 
dashboard.
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(You will only see these screens if you can use the UK Immigration: ID Check App. If not, skip to page 7 of this 
guide for guidance on the rest of the application form)

Once you have 
created a UKVI 
account and 
logged in, the 
next step is to 
use the app to 
Confirm your 
Identity

Once you have 
downloaded to 
app, you need 
to connect it to 
this application. 
Either scan the 
QR code, or 
generate code 
from within the 
app and enter 
on the 
application 
form.

Follow the instructions in the app to verify your BRP/Passport:

Use the same document you used to create your 
UKVI account. It must be a document that carries 
the biometric chip symbol: 

The app will prompt you to take a photo of 
the document. The full page/document 
must be inside the frame. Make sure your 
phone camera is focussed on the text. The 
app will tell you once the document has 
been captured/recognised

When the app prompts you to “check you document’s 
information”, you should place the smartphone on top of 
the document and press “check now”. This is to allow the 
app to read your document’s biometric chip. If it doesn’t 
work at first, try moving the app around your document. 
The app will confirm when this has been successful.

Finally, the app will ask you to scan your face. Hold your device’s camera in front 
of your face until the scanning is complete. You can skip this step and provide 
different evidence to prove your identity if a flashing light may cause you 
difficulties. 

You may also be asked to take a photo of yourself. 
You must face forward, looking straight at the camera., have your eyes open and 
visible, and be in clear contrast against a plain, light-coloured background.
You should ensure you do not have hair in front of your eyes, a head covering 
(except if for religious or health reasons), anything covering your face, any 
shadows on your face or behind you, or any other objects or people in the 
photo. 

Once you’ve completed the process, the app will confirm this. Return to your 
application, where you should now be able to continue with all of the other 
steps and questions. 



7Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

You cannot 
apply from this 
visa unless you 
are in the UK

Enter the first date you arrived in the UK using your 
current student visa. 
If you applied for your current visa outside of the UK: 
date stamp on the temporary travel visa in your passport
If you applied for your current visa in the UK: issue date 
of your BRP

If you have any other application waiting for a decision, 
that application will be “varied” and no longer 
considered once you have submitted this application. 
Most applicants should answer ‘no’

If you did not use the ID Check App: you will be asked to register an email, phone 
number and create a password to allow you to log back into your application later.

Answer ‘no’ unless you are receiving advice from an 
independent immigration adviser (not the university)

You must have successfully completed your course to 
make this application

The Doctorate Extension Scheme is a type of visa which closed to new 
applications in June 2021. It was a type of work visa granted to PhD 
Graduates for a period after their study had ended.
You cannot apply for a Graduate Route Visa if you have ever been granted 
permission under the Doctorate Extension Scheme



8Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

Enter your details as they 
appear on your passport

If you have ever been known by 
another other name(s) you must 
select ‘yes’ and provide details

Confirm your contact email. Do not 
use your @warwick.ac.uk email 
address. Use a personal email that 
you check regularly. 



9Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

Provide your current UK address, where you can 
receive correspondence from the UKVI

If you are a Visa National, or did not use the app, 
this will be the address your new BRP is sent to.

Enter which option applies 
to your living situation. If 
you are renting, you must 
provide the details of your 
landlord/the person who 
owns your house/flat

Enter to match your 
passport

If you have more than one 
nationality, use the nationality 
under which your applied for your 
Tier 4/Student Visa

If you have more than one passport, use the 
passport with the nationality under which your 
applied for your 
Tier 4/Student Visa. If you cannot provide this 
passport (it has been lost/expired), you will be asked 
for other evidence of your identity/nationality

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-visitor-visa-national-list


10Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

If you have a National Identity Card 
linked to this nationality, provide 
details

You must detail any other nationalities or 
citizenships you have ever held.

Your current visa must be a Student Visa or a 
Tier 4 (General) visa. 

Select ‘yes’ for both questions, and enter the 
CAS number provided to you with your email 
confirmation from Warwick that your successful 
completion has been reported to the UKVI. If 
you can’t find this email, stop here.

You must have completed an eligible course to make this 
application. Check our guidance if you are not sure. 
Select ‘Yes’.

The University of Warwick is a 
“Higher Education Provider with a 
Track Record of Compliance”. Select 
‘Yes’

If you were required to register with 
the police as a condition of your 
Tier 4 or Student visa, you must 
select ‘Yes’ and provide your fully 
up-to-date Police Registration 
Certificate as a supporting 
document with this application.

Check our information here if you 
are unsure.

https://warwick.ac.uk/study/international/immigration/othervisas/graduate_route_work_visa
https://warwick.ac.uk/study/international/immigration/current/pr/


11Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

It is likely that your current Tier 4/Student Visa is in the form 
of a BRP card, unless you are an EEA National that applied 
using the ID Check app

Select the appropriate option. You will usually not need to 
provide your physical BRP unless you have to attend a 
UKVCAS appointment/haven’t used the ID Check app

If you have never worked for a UK employer/never paid tax 
in the UK, it is likely that you do not have a National 
Insurance number.

If you have a provisional or full UK driving licence, enter the 
licence number here (it is on the front of the photocard)

Provide as much detail as possible, 
as accurately as possible. Include 
visits to your own country whilst 
you were resident anywhere else.



12Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

If you have had any of the listed immigration problems in 
any country, you must provide as much detail as possible. 
Concealing an immigration problem is likely to be more of a 
risk to your application than declaring it. 

Answer ‘Yes’ to the first question if you have accessed any 
medical treatment in the UK. However, you can answer ‘No’ 
for the second question provided you were not asked to pay 
for this (or if it was covered by your Immigration Health 
Surcharge)

Most Tier 4 and Student Visas have 
the endorsement ‘No access to 
public funds’. However, if you have 
received public funds before this, 
you must answer ‘Yes’

You must answer accurately.

You must answer accurately.



13Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

You must read all of the 
information and answer accurately.

You must read all of the 
information and answer accurately.

You must read all of the 
information and answer accurately.

You must answer accurately.



14Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

If you have ever worked for one of 
the listed organisations in any 
country, you must tick the relevant 
box and provide as much detail as 
possible.

If you have received money from a government or international 
sponsorship agency within the last 12 months, you must select ‘Yes’, 
and must provide a letter of consent from them with your 
supporting documents

You should check your answers to the questions so far thoroughly. 
You can return to previous sections and change answers if you need 
to. 

When you continue, you should be provided with a list of 
documents that you need to submit with your application. 

Once you have completed the final sections of your application and 
made payment, you will not be able to make any changes, except 
uploading your supporting documents. 

You must read the declaration carefully before continuing.



15Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

You must ready the declaration and 
confirm that you are the applicant 
before continuing. 

You must pay the Immigration Health Surcharge for your application 
before continuing. 

Click ‘Go to the IHS website’ to be automatically redirected to the IHS 
payment system. 

Once the IHS payment has been processed you will receive a IHS 
reference number which you will need to copy paste into the box on the 
left before you can complete your visa application. You cannot submit 
your visa application if you have not paid the Immigration Health 
Surcharge.



16Note: this guidance has been taken directly from the application form used by those who cannot use the UK Immigration: 
ID Check App. If you used the app, some questions may not appear as you have already provided the information. 

Immigration Health Surcharge
The Immigration Health Surcharge must be paid for the full period of visa you 
may be granted if the application is successful. It is payable in addition to the 
UKVI application fee.
Any visa application submitted without the relevant IHS fee having been paid 
will be considered invalid. 

PhD Graduates: 3 years = 3 x £624 = IHS Fee of £1872
All other eligible Graduates: 2 years = 2 x £624 = IHS Fee of £1248

Some of the details are auto-populated from your visa application and cannot 
be changed.  

Click to enter the required information: 
Applying to stay in the Isle of Man, Jersey or Guernsey? ‘No’

Click to enter the required information: 
PhD Graduates must select ‘3 Year (PhD Graduate) Route’
All other eligible Graduates must select ‘2 Year Route’

If you used the ID Check app to scan your BRP, the BRP number may be shown 
here instead of your Passport. This is not a problem, and cannot be changed.

Once you have completed the required information, continue, accept the declaration, and make payment using a 
credit or debit card. You must then return to your application to pay the application fees. 



After you have paid the IHS and agreed the all the conditions and declaration you 
will have to select the application route you intend to use before paying; the fees 
and processing times will be displayed. Your application date is the date on which 
you pay your application fees. 

We  advise that once you have submitted your application you download a copy of 
the application form and the document checklist for your own records. You will 
receive e-receipts for the IHS and visa application fee payments.

Remember to check the email account which you used for the visa application 
regularly as the Home Office may contact you if they require more information in 
order to process your application; failure to respond to such a request may result in 
your application being unsuccessful.
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If you used the ID Check App:
You must upload and submit the required supporting documents on the application form. 

If you did not use the ID Check App:
You must click “Book an appointment” and register for a UKVCAS account, then upload your supporting 
documents to the UKVCAS website. You will be contacted by UKVCAS within 5-10 working days regarding 
whether or not you must book an appointment to attend a UKVCAS centre in person, or whether your 
previous biometrics can be re-used. 


