
Stages of the SW Route

Overview

•Employer holds a valid licence

•The role must be RQF 6

•The role must meet General Salary Thresholds or the lower rates for “new entrants”

•Applicants need to obtain 70 points (sponsorship, skill level, language, salary)

Advert Stage

•Genuine vacancy, advertise for at least 28 days (not required but advisable to meet the genuineness criteria)

•CASCOT coding tool to identify the occupation code.

•Check if the occupation code is on the list of eligible codes for sponsorship (only RQF 6 roles). Medium skilled roles may be possible for those already on SW Visa in such a role. Also, if the job on Immigration 
Salary List it can be lower level role.

•Salary level is checked to see if it can meet the non-discounted minimum salary/if not it may still be possible to sponsor someone if they meet discounted rates or the new entrant criteria, this can be checked in 
detail at offer stage.

Offer Stage

•The relevant salary is checked against the candidates profile.

•Going rate options are selected in terms of the candidate

•Use higher of the relevant going rate or the relevant GST

•If medium skill role they would check ISL or TSL.

CoS and 
Application Stage

•Employer pays the fee and Immigration Skills Charge and obtains CoS. The CoS is valid for 3 months

•Applicant submit application online, standard processing time is 8 weeks.

•Cannot apply more than 3 months before the start date listed on the CoS.

We also gather placement information visa the LSD webforms which go out to Heads of Department, this will enable admissions to cross-check with the 
information they already have about courses with placements and take necessary action.

https://cascotweb.warwick.ac.uk/#/classification/soc2020
https://cascotweb.warwick.ac.uk/#/classification/soc2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skilled-worker-visa-going-rates-for-eligible-occupations/skilled-worker-visa-going-rates-for-eligible-occupation-codes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skilled-worker-visa-immigration-salary-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skilled-worker-visa-immigration-salary-list/skilled-worker-visa-immigration-salary-list
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-skilled-worker
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/immigration-rules/immigration-rules-appendix-skilled-worker
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skilled-worker-visa-immigration-salary-list/skilled-worker-visa-immigration-salary-list
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/skilled-worker-visa-temporary-shortage-list/skilled-worker-visa-temporary-shortage-list
https://www.gov.uk/uk-visa-sponsorship-employers/certificates-of-sponsorship
https://www.gov.uk/uk-visa-sponsorship-employers/immigration-skills-charge
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