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What is ATAS?

ATAS stands for Academic Technology Approval Scheme. Itis a UK government scheme that applies to nationals of certain countries who
are studying or conducting research in the UK courses in specific areas, e.g. physics, mechanical engineering, and materials science. It is
a vetting process administered by the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO) to prevent knowledge and skills from
being used for weapons of mass destruction or advanced conventional military technology.

You can check if you require ATAS clearance, or are exempt, by viewing the list of nationalities at www.gov.uk/guidance/academic-
technology-approval-scheme

Do | need ATAS clearance?
If you’re a new student joining a new course that requires ATAS, then it will be stated as one of your offer conditions; you’ll need ATAS
clearance before your offer can be made unconditional.

If you’re a continuing student transferring to new course and the new course requires ATAS, you’ll need to be granted ATAS clearance
before the course transfer can be actioned. If you’re on a Student Visa and the new course is longer than your original course of study,
you’ll also need to submit the new ATAS certificate when you apply to extend your visa.

If you’re a continuing PhD student and have been given extra time to complete your studies, you’ll need to provide the Doctoral College
with evidence of your new ATAS application before your registration can be extended. If you’re on a Student Visa and the new course is
longer than your original course of study, you’ll need the ATAS certificate to extend your visa.

How much does it cost?
There is no charge to apply for ATAS.

How can | apply?
Create an account and apply online at www.academic-technology-approval.service.gov.uk/create-an-account



When can | expect a decision on my ATAS application?

AATAS applications can take at least 30 working days (six weeks) to process, although during the peak summer period, decisions can
often take longer to process.

Complex cases or applications with missing orincomplete information may also take longer. There is no fast-track service available.
Ensure thatyou apply in good time before your course start or resumption date.

What happens after | get a decision?

Your ATAS certificate will be sent to the University. If ATAS clearance formed part of your offer conditions, this check will be complete.
New students may still have other conditions to meet before their offers can be updated to unconditional, so contact your admissions
team if you are unsure.

What if | made a mistake on my ATAS application?
If you spot a mistake on ATAS application after it has been submitted, we suggest that you contact the ATAS team for further advice. If
you are told to apply again, make sure to withdraw the original application with the error.

ADO not submit more than one ATAS application.
What if my ATAS application is refused?
If your ATAS clearance is not granted, you won’t be told the reason why, neither will the University. You can appeal the decision by

contacting ATAS@fcdo.gov.uk

You can submit another application for the same course/with the same research statement, but only 90 days after the date of your
refusal.

Where can | find more information?
www.gov.uk/guidance/academic-technology-approval-scheme



Checklist

Before starting your ATAS application, make sure
you have the following to hand:

Passport

CAH course code

Details of Supervisor / Director of Studies
Research statement / personal statement
Details of two referees

Current address and contact details
Details of financial sponsor(s) (if relevant)

o000 o0o0o

Most of the information you need will be included in
the ATAS email you’ll get from Admissions (if you’re a
new student) or Student Records (if you’re an existing
Warwick student).



Apply for an ATAS certificate

o UK, EEA, Switzerland, United States, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Singapore, Japan and Republic of
Korea nationals do not need to apply for an ATAS certificate.

Not all nationalities require ATAS clearance —refer to guidance on the gov.uk website
for more information.

Before applying for an ATAS certificate, you'll need to read the ATAS guidance.

Are you a taught / research student or are you a researcher? *

@ Taught / research student O Researcher X

Always select that you are a taught / research student - in this context ‘researcher’
refers to an academic member of staff.

What type of study are you undertaking? #
) Research O Taught

Indicate whether your study is Research (PhD/Research Masters) or Taught
(Undergraduate/Taught Masters)

Checklist

Are you ready to apply for your UK Academic Technology Approval Scheme (ATAS) certificate? #

®@Yes O Mo

Have you received a CAH3 code from your Higher Education Institute (HEI), or research institute? *

®Yes O Mo

New students should not apply for ATAS clearance before receiving an offer to study
—this will include details of the CAH code for your course.

Enrolled students switching to a new course will receive information about the CAH
code for the new course if ATAS is needed; students granted extra time on the same
course should use the same CAH code for the new ATAS application, unless
instructed otherwise.

Whatyou need to know

+ Takes around 1 hour to complete the form
+ Sections can be completed in any order
= You can save your progress and continue at a later date

= Ifyou are given an ATAS certificate it will only be valid for 6 months from the date issued

o Proposed study Start
o Personal details Start
e Spouse Start
o Contact details Start
e Undergraduate / Postgraduate studies Start
o Other studies Start
o Published papers Start
e Employment history Start
e Referees Start
@ Sponsors Start

You can complete the application form in any order, but all sections must be
completed before you can submit it. If needed, you can save your progress and
return to the application later. Click ‘Start’ to open each section.

At the end of each section, select ‘save for later’ if you heed to come back and add
more later, or ‘review progress’ if you’ve finished - this checks the field has been
completed correctly and will turn green if nothing more is needed.



Proposed study

Select University of Warwick from the list of options.

A Enter the subject name exactly as it appears in the ATAS email from your
Admissions team. This also applies to continuing students who will receive
guidance from Student Records.

New students, use the calendar to select the start date of the course as per the
ATAS email.

Following University of Warwick guidance, continuing students should enter the
next working day as the course start date. This is due to a technical limitation in the
ATAS system, which doesn’t accept past or same-day start dates.

New students, select the end date of the course course as per the offer email.

Existing students switching to a course that requires ATAS should use the end date
of the new course.

Continuing PhD students whose registration period has not yet been extended
should contact the Student Visa Advice Service for what to put as the new course
end date: www.warwick.ac.uk/study/international/visa/contact-us/get-
advice/contact-student-immigration/enquiry-form/

Select the code stated in your ATAS email from the list of available options.
Students transferring to a course which requires ATAS after enrolment, should have
this information about the new course in an email from Student Records.

Visiting research students should select ‘Other — Not a UK qualification’.

Select the appropriate qualification title from the list; it should match the
qualification stated in the ATAS email sent by your Admissions team.

Undergraduate and Postgraduate Taught students should give the name of their
Director of Studies; Postgraduate Research students should enter the name of their
PhD supervisor in the UK.

Students on taught courses should copy paste the module information from their
ATAS email.

A PhD students should copy the statement provided in the ATAS email from
Admissions. This statement has been agreed by your supervisor or academic
department, do not edit the statement or add to it.

Continuing PhD students should use the statement provided by Student Records
and add a sentence explaining their situation, e.g. “| started this research in
[month/year] and have been granted additional time to complete/am resuming
following a break in study.”

Provide a personal statement that explains why you chose this course/want to
conduct research in your chosen area. If you require ATAS due to a change of
course, mention this and explain the reason for the course change.

Explain what you’re hoping to achieve by completing the course and how this
relates to your future plans, whether it be employment or further study.

Select ‘Yes’ if you’re studying a course which is jointly awarded by Warwick and
another institution. This does not include where you are joining us as a Visiting
Researcher.



Personal details

Select that which applies to you from the list of options.

This refers to your first name and any additional names - it should match the
information on your passport.

This refers to your family name — it should match the information on your passport.

Select that which applies to you from the list of options — it should match the
information on your passport.

Enter your date of birth — it should match the information on your passport.

Enter details of the town or city where you were born.

Enter details of the country where you were born - it should match the information
on your passport.

Enter the start date of your passport.

Enter the end date of your passport.

This should be the nationality in your passport

Answer ‘Yes’ if you have dual nationality, then provide further details of your second
nationality.

Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve ever been refused a visa for the UK or denied entry to the UK
at the border, then provide full details.

Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve ever served in the military and provide details about the
branch of the military you served in, your role and rank.

Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve trained in CBRN or in using firearms and provide details of job
roles, qualifications and years of experience.

Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve ever supported or worked on Government funded research
and provide more details about the project(s).

Select the language(s) you can speak from the list of available options and then the
appropriate competency level.

Add any further languages, as needed.



What is your current marital status?
Confirm your marital status. If you choose ‘single’, ‘divorced’ or ‘widowed’, then
there will be no further questions.

If you are ‘married’ orin a ‘civil partnership’ there will be a question asking if they
will be coming to the UK with you.

If you answer ‘no’, there will be no further questions; if you answer ‘yes’, you’ll be
asked the following questions about your spouse:

Title

Given names

Surname

Gender

Date of birth

What town or city were they bornin?
What country were they born in?
What is your spouse’s nationality?
Do they have dual nationality?

What is your preferred email address?
Provide an email address that the ATAS team can use to contact you — it should be
secure, and you should have regular access to it.

ATAS have advised applicants not to use Gmail addresses due to technical issues
with receiving notifications (guidance correct at time of writing).

Alternative email address
You can provide an alternative email address too, if you’d like (it is not mandatory).

What is your postal address?
Provide your full postal address, including the post/zip code and country.

Telephone number

Provide at least one telephone number which the ATAS team can use to contact
you, if needed. Indicate whether the number is your home, mobile or work
telephone line.



Undergraduate / Postgraduate studies Other studies

Have you undertaken any undergraduate or postgraduate studies?
Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve previously studied at undergraduate or postgraduate level
either in the UK or overseas.

This only applies to courses you have completed; you do not need to give details of
your high school education.

You can add as many entries as you need — you’ll be asked to provide the following
details about each:

University name

Which department of faculty did you study in?

University address

Country

What was your course or thesis title?

When did you start your course?

When did your course end?

What qualification did you receive?

Provide a brief description of the subjects covered on your course

Have you undertaken any studies since you left school, other that those you
told us about in the previous section?

Answer ‘Yes’ if you have undertaken any other studies since leaving school,
including professional training, both overseas or in the UK.

You don’t need to include information about your studies at school, up to age 18.

You can add as many entries as you need — you’ll be asked to provide the following
details about each:

Name of college or education institution

Which department of faculty did you study in?

College/institution address

Country

What was your course title?

When did you start your course?

When did your course end?

What qualification did you receive?

Provide a brief description of the subjects covered on your course



Published papers Employment history

Have you published any academic or professional papers?

Answer ‘Yes’ if you have published or co-authored any academic or professional
papers.

You can add as many entries as you need — you’ll be asked to provide the following
details about each:

What was the title of your paper?
What subject was it about?

In which year was it published?
Provide a brief summary of your paper

Have you ever been employed?

Answer ‘Yes’ if you’ve undertaken any employment - paid or unpaid - since leaving
school.

You don’t need to include details of any temporary jobs which you did during
University vacations.

You can add as many entries as you need — you’ll be asked to provide the following
details about each:

What was the name of the company or organisation you worked for?
What was their address?
Country
What position did you hold?
When did you start your job?
Are you still doing this job?
If ‘No’ 2> When did your job end?
Give a brief summary of the work you did, including your main tasks and
responsibilities.



Referees

About your referee
You need to provide the details of at least two referees who have known you for at
least three years; one must be an academic referee from your home country.

If you can’t provide an academic referee from your home country because you live
outside of that country, use the open text box to explain this and give details of an
alternative professional referee.

If you are a continuing student, you can give the details of a UK academic as one of
your referees.

You can name an employer as your referee, but not a friend or family member.
We suggest you let your referees know that you have included their details in your
ATAS application.

If the referees do not meet the ATAS requirements, your application may be delayed
as the team request further information before processing your application.

You must add an entry for each referee — you’ll be asked to provide the following
details about each:

Title

What is the full name of your referee?

What email address should we use if we need to contact this referee?
What is their telephone number? Please give a direct number if possible
How long have you known this referee ? (Minimum three years)

What is your referee’s position within this organisation?

What does this organisation do?

Name of the organisation your referee works for

What is their address?

Country

About your sponsors

In this context, ‘sponsor’ refers to who is funding (paying for) your studies - it does
not mean who is sponsoring your Student Visa (if you will be applying for a Student
Visa).

This might be the University, your Government or other scholarship agency. If you
are self-funded, then provide your own details; if your parent(s) are supporting you
financially, then add their detail(s).

You can add as many entries as you need — make sure you include everyone. You’ll
be asked the following for each of your financial sponsors:

What is the name of your sponsor?
What is their address?
What email address should we use if we need to contact your sponsor?

Conditions

Here you’ll need to indicate whether there are any conditions attached to your
sponsors offer of financial assistance, for example, some Government funding
awards stipulate that the recipient must return to their home country upon
completion of studies.

Indicate Yes/No whether there are conditions to your financial sponsorship and
give more details as and where appropriate.



Your applications

University/Research Institution & subject Reference

University of Warwick Jayeq

Once you’ve completed all sections of the form, it should look like this. If any section of
the form is missing information or has been filled in incorrectly, it will show as ‘Part
complete’. Click ‘Edit’ to return to that section and make the relevant amendments.

e Spouse Edit

o Undergraduate / Postgraduate studies

To submit the completed application, click the Edit button, then the Submit application
button/ You’ll then see confirmation the application has been submitted and the
application reference — you’ll need this number if applying to extend your Student Visa.

University/Research Institution & subject Reference

Chemistry S — X
University of Warwick - ’ Withdraw

If you need to withdraw your application for any reason, log into your account and click
the red ‘withdraw’ button, then you’ll see confirmation that the application has been
withdrawn.

Chemistry R P
s 441804 Application Withdrawn

A You should not submit more than one ATAS application at a time

After you’ve submitted your ATAS application

ATAS applications can take at least 30 working days (six weeks)
to process, although during the peak summer period, decisions
can often take longer to process.

Complex cases or applications with missing orincomplete
information may also take longer. There is no fast-track service

available.

Make sure that you check your email regularly for any updates
from the ATAS team, such as requests for additional information.

The University cannot request that applications be expedited.
The FCDO do not share with us the reason why an ATAS

application has been delayed or refused.

ATAS team contact details
For application enquiries email: ATAS@fcdo.gov.uk
The ATAS team works from Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm.

They will aim to answer your email within 5 working days, but this
may take longer during busy periods.


mailto:ATAS@fcdo.gov.uk
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