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Student Visa 
application guide



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Select the country where you will provide your biometrics – this should be a country you are a national of, or a country 
where you hold a valid residence permit. 



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Visit the link to see the centre options for your country. Select where you will provide your biometrics and then 
confirm you’ve chosen a centre. If there is not a suitable centre where you are, then you can opt to provide your 
biometrics in another country and should select ‘ I want to choose a different location’ to search for an alternative.

This warning refers to the visa brake 
introduced by UKVI which affects 
nationals of certain countries. Please 
click the link shown for more information 
and contact us if you are concerned this 
may apply to you.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

example@gmail.com

Create a secure password and do not share this 
information with anyone else.

Use an email address that you have access to and that is 
not shared with anyone else.

Use an email address that you have access to and 
that is not shared with anyone else.

If you have another email address you want to 
associate with the application, select yes and give 
more details when prompted.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

09001234567
Provide a telephone number that you have access to, remember to include the country or area 
code(s). You can add more numbers late if you want to.

Indicate where you use this number – tick all the options that apply.

Indicate whichever applies – you can tick more than one option if needed.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Select which method UKVI can use to contact you in relation to your visa 
application. If you indicate that you cannot be contacted by either 
telephone call or text message, you’ll be asked for further details as to 
why.



For applications made outside the UK.

Part 2: Scholarships, CAS and course 
dates

Student Visa 
application guide



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Indicate whether or not you are the recipient of any of the 
scholarship awards shown here. If you are not sure, please 
refer to the UKVI guidance

You must have a valid CAS in order to  submit a student visa 
application; if you have not yet been assigned a CAS, you’ll 
need to wait before you can complete the rest of the 
application form.

CAS are valid for six months from the date of issue and can 
only be used once. If your visa application has been refused, 
or you’re applying to extend an existing student visa, then 
you’ll need a new CAS first. 

You should only use a CAS assigned by Warwick for a course 
of study we offer. You can’t use a CAS assigned by another 
institution to apply for a Warwick-sponsored student visa.

Copy paste your CAS reference to avoid mistakes.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You must have a valid CAS in order to  submit a student visa 
application; if you have not yet been assigned a CAS, you’ll 
need to wait before you can complete the rest of the 
application form.

CAS are valid for six months from the date of issue and can 
only be used once. If your visa application has been refused, 
or you’re applying to extend an existing student visa, then 
you’ll need a new CAS first. 

You should only use a CAS assigned by Warwick for a course 
of study we offer. You can’t use a CAS assigned by another 
institution to apply for a Warwick-sponsored student visa.

Copy paste your CAS reference to avoid mistakes.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Enter the course start date as it appears on your CAS.

Do this even if you applying for a visa part-way through a 
course of study.

The course start date will be used to calculate your IHS 
payment, so it’s crucial that you enter the correct information.

Enter the course end date as it appears on your CAS.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Enter your name(s) exactly as it appears on the passport or 
travel document you’re using in your visa application. These 
details should match the information in your CAS.

If there is a mistake with the name on your CAS, please 
contact the issuing team to have this rectified before 
continuing with your visa application.

If you are known by only one name, click the blue text until the 
see the option box shown here and then enter your name as it 
appears on your passport or travel document.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Answer yes if you’ve ever been known by another name and 
then provide more details when prompted.

The sex that you select here must match that shown on your 
passport or travel document.

Select your relationship status from the list of available 
options.

'Single' means that you have never been married or in a civil 
partnership, and that you do not currently consider yourself in 
a relationship.

'Unmarried partnership' means that you currently consider 
yourself in a relationship but are not married or in a civil 
partnership.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Provide details of your current address, including the postal or 
zip code, if you have one.

If this is the address where you receive mail, then indicate that 
it is your correspondence address. If this is not the  case, 
answer no and provide details of your correspondence 
address when prompted.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Give details of how long you’ve lived at the property. If you’ve 
lived at the address for fewer than two years, you’ll be 
prompted to provide details of your previous address.

Indicate whichever ownership status applies to you.

For example, if you live at home with your parents.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Enter the number of the passport you’ll be using in the visa 
application – this should match the information on your CAS.

If you’re a dual national, ensure that your CAS has been issued 
for the nationality you’re applying for the visa with, and use 
that passport to complete this section.

If there is a mistake with the passport number on your CAS, 
contact the issuing team to have this rectified before 
continuing with the visa application.

If you are getting a new passport before submitting your visa 
application, we suggest that you do so before your CAS is 
assigned.

Enter the start and end dates as they appear on your passport 
or travel document. Your passport does not need to be valid 
for the duration of your course of study, but does need to be 
valid for your date of arrival to the UK and when you complete 
your right to study check on campus.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you have a national identity card, answer yes and provide 
more details when prompted.

Enter the details of your nationality as per your passport or 
travel document. If you have more than one nationality, start 
with the nationality you’re using to apply for the student visa.

Provide your place and date of birth as per your passport or 
travel document.

These details must match the information on your CAS. If there 
are any mistake, please contact your CAS issuing team to have 
this rectified before continuing with the application.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you currently have, or have previously held another 
nationality, answer yes and provide more details when 
prompted; this includes  dual nationality.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If this is your first time applying for a UK student visa 
for degree level study, answer this question no, as 
you will not have provided evidence of your 
competency in English in a previous application.

You’ll then be asked for your spoken language 
preference, should UKVI need to talk to you about 
your application – we suggest you select English.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If this is your first time applying for a UK student visa 
and you hold one of the qualifications listed, answer 
yes.

If you don’t hold one of these qualifications, you’ll be 
asked if you’re coming to study at a higher education 
provider with a track record of compliance – the 
answer is yes.

You’ll then be asked if your CAS indicates that your 
English was assessed by your institution – answer 
yes. If you check your CAS, you should see a 
statement which confirms this.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you are applying to extend a visa issued for degree 
level study at Warwick, or previously completed a 
degree level course with us, answer no.

You’ll then be asked for your spoken language 
preference, should UKVI need to talk to you about 
your application – we suggest you select English.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you are applying to extend a visa issued for degree 
level study at Warwick, or previously completed a 
degree level course with us, answer no.

You’ll be asked if you’re coming to study at a higher 
education provider with a track record of 
compliance – the answer is yes.

You’ll then be asked if your CAS indicates that your 
English was assessed by your institution – answer 
yes. If you check your CAS, you should see a 
statement which confirms this.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you previously studied a Foundation course and 
when applying for the student visa for that 
Foundation course you provided a secure English 
language test, such as IELTS, answer yes.

If uncertain, check the details of your previous CAS 
to see how your English was assessed.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you do not have any family members who rely on you 
for financial support, then answer no.

If you do have family members who rely on you for 
financial support, then answer yes and provide more 
information as prompted in the following questions.

If you are eligible to bring immediate family 
members to the UK as your visa 
dependants, they will need to submit their 
own visa applications, as you not be able to 
include them on yours. 



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You’ll need to provide details about both of your 
parents, such as their name(s), date of birth and 
nationality. 

Check with your parent if you are unsure about any of 
this information or ask to borrow their passport to 
complete this section.

If either parent ever held another nationality, answer 
this question no – you’ll then be asked for details of the 
nationality they held at the time you were born.

If you don’t have this information for your parents, click 
the blue text ‘what if I do not have my parents’ details?’ 
and then check the tick box that appears.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You’ll then be asked to provide the same information 
about a second parent.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You’ll be asked for details of any family members that 
are currently living in the UK – this does not include 
persons visiting the UK at the time you submit your visa 
application.

This isn’t just asking about immediate family members 
such as parents or siblings – refer to the examples 
given to ensure that you answer this question correctly.

If this does not apply to you, answer no.

If you do have family who live in the UK, answer yes and 
then provide more information as asked.

You’ll need to provide details of the immigration 
permission that your family member holds which 
allows them to live in the UK – check this information 
with them before completing this section.

If you cannot contact your relative, you’ll be asked for 
more details about why this is.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You should only answer this question yes if you 
are travelling to the UK as part of an organised 
tour or travel group – in most cases, the answer 
will be no.

This specifically asks if you’ll be travelling to the 
UK with someone other than a partner or child.

If you’ll be travelling alone, answer no.

If you’ll be accompanied to the UK by a parent 
or another relative, answer yes, then provide 
more information as prompted.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you indicated earlier in the application that you 
have family members who currently live in the UK, 
there name(s) will appear here. 

If you will stay with that family member then check 
the tick box; if not, leave it blank.

If you will stay with another family member, click the 
blue text and you’ll be able to enter their details at a 
later stage.

You will not see this question if you did not indicate 
that you have family members currently living in the 
UK.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you know where you will be staying once you arrive 
to the UK, select yes. You can then provide the 
address either by entering the UK postal code and 
selecting the correct address, or by clicking the blue 
text and typing in the address manually.

If you’ve been assigned University accommodation 
but do not yet have your actual address, then enter 
the postal code for the Warwick campus, and select 
the address as shown here.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you won’t be going straight to your term-time 
accommodation, answer yes, and provide more 
information about where you’ll be staying after you 
arrive in the UK, for example at a hotel or with a 
friend.

Provide as much detail as you can about where 
you’ll be staying after you arrive in the UK.

Remember, you can’t enter the UK before the start 
date of your student visa. If you do, you’ll be here as 
a visitor, and will not be able to enrol on your course 
of study unless you exit and re-enter using your 
Warwick student visa.

If you are concerned about this, please contact the 
advice team for more information.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you haven’t made any arrangements for 
accommodation at the time you submit your visa 
application, don’t worry, just answer this question 
no.

You’ll still have to provide details of where you’re 
going to stay once you’ve arrived in the UK. This 
could be a hotel reservation, or details of a friends 
address where you will stay.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

This question refers to any travel to the UK, including if 
you have passed through the UK in transit.

Answer no if you have not been to the UK at all in the 10 
years prior to submitting this visa application.

Answer yes if you have been to the UK in the last 10 
years; you’ll then be asked how many times you’ve 
visited the UK.

You’ll now be asked for more details of the past three 
visits to the UK, starting with the  most recent.

Try to be as accurate as you can with the information 
you provide.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Answer no if you did not receive any medical treatment 
while in the UK – you won’t see this question if you 
confirmed earlier that you have not previously visited the 
UK.

Answer no if you did not receive any medical treatment 
while in the UK – you won’t see this question if you 
confirmed earlier that you have not previously visited the 
UK.

You’ll then be asked if you had to pay for the treatment you 
received – this does not include the payment made towards 
the immigration health surcharge as part of a previous 
student visa application. Emergency care is usually free.

Answer yes if you have had medical treatment when in the 
UK – this includes if you visited a doctor or hospital or 
received emergency treatment following an accident. It 
does not include trips to a chemist or pharmacist.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you indicated that you received medical treatment during 
a prior visit to the UK, then you’ll be asked to provide further 
details as prompted.

If needed, you can locate the address of any UK hospital at
www.nhs.uk/service-search/hospital/
 

http://www.nhs.uk/service-search/hospital/
http://www.nhs.uk/service-search/hospital/
http://www.nhs.uk/service-search/hospital/


www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Leave to remain refers to a UK visa application made whilst 
inside the UK, for example, extending an existing visa, or 
switching visa categories while inside the UK. You won’t see 
this question if you have never visited the UK before.

Answer yes or no as appropriate. 

If the answer is yes, you’ll need to give more information 
about the date and the outcome of the previous application 
– please be accurate in your answer.

Don’t worry if your previous application was not successful, 
it should not have any bearing on this new visa application. 
Remember, UKVI already have access to your immigration 
history, so don’t risk withholding information.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You may have a national insurance number if you’ve 
previously worked in the UK – if so, answer yes and provide 
more details when prompted.

Confirm whether or not you’ve been issued with a UK 
driving licence – this includes a provisional licence – then 
provide more details if appropriate. 

Public funds refers to payments made to UK citizens by the 
UK government – in most cases, visitors to the UK are not 
eligible to claim or receive this funding. Answer yes or no as 
appropriate.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

This section asks about prior travel to the counties 
listed here: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA, 
Switzerland, the EEA.

If you’re not sure which countries constitute the 
EEA, you can check at www.gov.uk/eu-eea

If you’ve never visited any of these countries, 
including during transit, answer zero.

If you have travelled to any of the countries, then 
indicate how many times.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you did indicate that you’re travelled to any of the 
countries listed, you’ll be asked to confirm where, 
when, for how long and for what reason, starting 
with your most recent travel. 

You’ll usually only be asked for details of your two 
most recent trips. 



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You’ll now be asked for details of travel to any other 
countries not previously listed and, where 
appropriate give details of your two most recent 
trips. 

You’ll be prompted to provide more details of other 
trips – answer as appropriate, providing details of 
every trip, such as the country and dates of your 
visit.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Try to be as accurate as possible with your intended 
travel date.

If your application is approved, the earliest your 
student visa will start is one month before your course 
start date, regardless of the date you put here.

You cannot enter the UK using your student visa before 
its start date. If you do enter the UK before your student 
visa is valid, then you’ll have done so as a visitor. We 
will not be able to enrol you on your course as a visitor, 
so you’ll be asked to leave the UK and re-enter within 
the validity of your student visa before joining your 
course.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

This section asks for details of your immigration history, visa 
applications made to both the UK and other countries worldwide.

It is an offence to lie or withhold information on a UK visa 
application, so answer fully and honestly.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Give details of the immigration issue you encountered one country at a 
time – they’ll be an opportunity to add more if necessary.

A previous visa refusal will not automatically mean that this application will be 
unsuccessful too – but failing to provide information about an immigration problem 
might. Remember, if UKVI refused to grant you a visa in the past, they already know 
that…

The most common immigration problem is a visa refusal – where an application for 
a visa is not approved – if this has happened to you, provide as much information as 
possible.

If you’ve had a visa application for any country refused for any of 
the following reasons, we suggest you seek specialist legal advice 
before proceeding deception, fraud, general grounds, or if you have 
been handed a UK travel ban.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

You must answer this question fully and honestly – failure 
to disclose a prior breach of UK immigration law is an 
offence. If you are concerned about this, we suggest that 
you seek specialist legal advice before submitting your 
application.

If you answer yes, you’ll be expected to provide full details 
of the situation.
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For each of the following sections 
you must read the guidance linked 
to via the blue text, answer 
appropriately and check the tick 
box to confirm you have read and 
understand the information.

You must answer each question fully and 
honestly. It is an offence to lie on a UK visa 
application

If you are concerned about the answers to any of the questions in 
this section, we suggest you obtain specialist legal advice before 
submitting your visa application.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

If you have been employed in any of the professions 
listed, then check the appropriate box – you can tick 
more than one.

Note the distinction between compulsory military 
service and a career in the armed forces – ensure you 
select that which is appropriate.

If you have been employed in any of the professions 
listed, give more information as appropriate, such as the 
name of your employer and the dates you worked there.

If you’ve never worked any of these jobs, tick the last 
box.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Answer the questions in this section fully and honestly – 
if you answer yes to any, you’ll be prompted to provide 
more information.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

The Warwick sponsor licence number shown here should 
match that on your CAS. Copy paste it into the application 
form and enter the official University of Warwick address, as 
shown here.

Warwick is a Higher Education Provided with a track record of 
compliance, so select that option from the list.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Warwick campus will be your primary site of study even if 
your course includes a year abroad or placement, so answer 
yes.

UCAS is the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service – if 
you’re joining an Undergraduate course and applied through 
UCAS, select yes and provide your UCAS personal 
identification number.

If you’re a Postgraduate student, you won’t have used UCAS, 
so answer no.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Applicants to certain postgraduate courses in science and 
technology require prior clearance from the FCDO before a visa 
application can be submitted.

If this applied to you, it would have been a condition of your offer, 
and you would’ve provided an ATAS certificate to your admissions 
team before your offer was made unconditional. If this is the case, 
select yes and provide the reference number on the ATAS 
certificate.

If you’re applying for further leave to continue a course which 
required ATAS, then you’ll most likely require fresh ATAS clearance 
and should obtain this before making your visa application.

If this does not apply to you, check no.
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www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Examples of an official financial sponsor include the UK 
Government or your home Government, a university, or an 
international company or organisation. Examples of support may 
include a scholarship, internship, fellowship or training programme.

If you’re receiving money from any of these bodies, answer yes.

You’ll then need to confirm whether you’re being wholly sponsored 
or not – wholly sponsored means that your financial award covers 
all your tuition fees and living costs.

If you’re being wholly sponsored by Warwick, then this will usually 
be stated on your CAS – check if you’re unsure; other scholarship 
agencies will issue an official letter, in which case select that 
option. If your award will not cover all fees and living costs, select 
the last option ‘I am not being wholly sponsored’.

If you’re not getting any money from an external agency, answer the 
initial question no.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

A Student Union Sabbatical Officer works full-time at an 
educational institution, such as a university, or with the 
National Union of Students (NUS) UK. They are elected by the 
Student Union and get paid a salary.

If you are a Student Union Sabbatical Officer, your CAS will 
show details. Answer yes or as appropriate.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Take this information directly from your Warwick CAS; enter the 
course name exactly as it shows so that the details match.

Select the appropriate qualification level from the pop-up list 
so that it matches the information on your Warwick CAS.

If you are applying for a Student Visa for a new course of study, 
answer no.

If you are applying to extend your visa for the same course or 
are resuming after a break in study, answer yes. 

If you are continuing on the same course, you’ll then be asked 
for the date that course originally started – you can get this 
information from the original CAS first assigned to you for the 
course.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

This question refers to Warwick-managed accommodation 
only. If you are not in campus or other Warwick-managed 
housing, or if you are, but have not made any payment to the 
University towards this, answer no.

If you have paid some money towards the University for 
accommodation, answer yes and indicate how much.

Warwick finance do not usually issue receipts, so all payments 
made towards University-owned and managed 
accommodation is update to your CAS.

If you’ve made a payment but it is not yet showing on your CAS, 
we advise waiting until it has been updated before submitting 
your visa application.

You can offset a maximum of £1,529 paid to the University for 
housing and showing on your CAS, against the total sum you 
are required to evidence for maintenance (if your nationality 
requires it). This is the most you can deduct from your financial 
evidence, even if you have paid more than this to the University 
for accommodation.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Refer to your CAS for this information and ensure the details 
you enter in the application match those on your CAS.

If you are in extension and no fees are due, if you have paid all 
your fees, or if you are in receipt of a scholarship that covers all 
your tuition fees and this is confirmed on your CAS, enter £0 as 
your course fees and select no for the following question.

If your CAS shows course fees, then enter the appropriate sum.

If no payments have been made towards your tuition fees, then 
answer no, otherwise select yes and confirm how much has 
been paid.

Warwick does not issue receipts, so indicate that the payment 
has been included on your CAS. If you have made a fees 
payment and your CAS has not yet been updated to reflect this, 
we suggest you do not submit your visa application until you’ve 
had email confirmation from Student Finance that your CAS 
has been updated.

Any money showing on your CAS as paid towards tuition fees 
can be deducted from your total maintenance requirement. 



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Please read the UKVI guidance linked to before answering this 
question as there are strict regulations regarding the use of 
student loans to meet UKVI requirements, then answer yes or 
no as appropriate.

If you are in receipt of an acceptable student loan, you’ll be 
asked if you have already received the funds.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Nationals of certain countries are required to show that they 
have sufficient funds to cover tuition fees and living costs, 
sometimes referred to as maintenance.

UKVI set the maintenance requirement as £1,171, per month of 
study, to a maximum of nine months, so £10, 539 total per full 
academic year. From this total you can deduct any money paid 
towards fees and a maximum of  £1,529 paid to the University 
for housing, which is confirmed on your CAS.

If you’re in receipt of a scholarship, or you’ll evidence your 
funds in a bank account of your own, select yes.

If you’re using funds in a parents account, answer no, and 
confirm that you have their permission to do so. To evidence 
this, you’ll need a letter from the account holder confirming 
their relationship to you and that they consent to you using their 
money to fund your studies in the UK. You’ll also need your birth 
certificate and an appropriate translation if the document is not 
in English.

You can only use funds from a parent of court appointed legal 
guardian, no other family members, and the money must be in 
a personal account, not that of a company or business.
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This is your opportunity to provide any 
additional contextual information which you 
think might be helpful to the UKVI 
caseworker considering your application,

Things you may wish to include:
• explanation for any breaks in study
• the addition of an extra year to your 

course
• if you are restarting on a new course
• if you are rejoining education part-way 

through your career
• further details of a prior immigration 

problem or visa refusal

Only include information which is relevant to 
your application, and you have not been able 
to provide in another section of the 
application form.



www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online

Before submitting your application, take time to 
check the answers in each section carefully – 
you cannot change the information you’ve 
provided after submitting the application.

To edit any of your answers, click the blue text 
‘change’ to return to that section. You can then 
make the appropriate changes before saving 
and returning to this screen.

Once you’re happy with your answers, click the 
green continue button at the bottom of the 
screen – once you’ve done this you can no 
longer make changes.
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