
STUDENT VISA 
APPLICATION GUIDE

For applications made inside the UK: 
extending existing Student leave or 
switching into the Student route.
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You can apply to extend your Student Visa from 
inside the UK if the following applies:
you hold a current, valid Student Visa, AND
- You have an unconditional offer with a CAS for a 

new course of study taught at a higher level than 
your previous UK study, AND

- The start date of the new course is no later than 
28 days after the expiry date of your current 
Student Visa

OR
- You’re a current Warwick Student who needs 

additional time to continue a PhD, to resubmit a 
thesis, or who has added a year to an 
Undergraduate course of study

You may be eligible to apply to switch into the Student 
Visa route from inside the UK if you already have 
permission  to be in the UK. If you are unsure, please 
contact the Student Visa Advice Service.

You cannot switch if you hold any of the following types of 
leave: Visit Visa, Short-term Study Visa, Parent of a Child 
Student Visa, Seasonal Worker Visa, Leave outside the 
Immigration Rules. 

Ensure you have a secure internet connection and allow at 
least 30 minutes to complete the application form. 

https://www.gov.uk/student-visa/apply-online
Go to the web address shown above, scroll down to the heading apply inside the UK, then click on the 
link to either extend your Student Visa or switch to a Student Visa from another type of visa, 
depending on your circumstances.



Confirm who owns the email address 
associated with the  visa application.

In this context, immigration adviser refers to a legal 
specialist who is submitting the visa application on your 
behalf – it does not apply to the International Student 
Advisers who work at the Student Visa Advice Service at 
Warwick University.

Enter your name(s) as shown on 
the passport you will use in your 
visa application.

If you do not have a passport or 
travel document, you can use a 
biometric residence permit, 
immigration document or birth 
certificate. 

If you don’t have both a first and 
last name, click the link circled 
and provide the name(s) you use.

If you’ve ever been known by 
another name, then answer 
YES; you’ll then be prompted 
to give details of this other 
name (not shown).



Use an email address that you have easy access to 
and do not share with anyone else, as this will be 
how the Home Office contact you. 

Use a telephone number that you have easy 
access to and do not share with anyone 
else, ideally a mobile. Indicate where you 
use this number.

Enter the postcode of your current 
UK address. You can find this 
information on 
www.royalmail.com/find-a-
postcode if you are unsure.

Select the correct address from the 
list by clicking ‘FIND UK ADDRESS’.

If you live in a flat and your flat 
number is not showing when using 
the postcode lookup, enter your 
address manually (circled).

If you do not currently live at the 
address you’ve given, answer NO 
and you’ll be asked for details of 
where you do live.

Give the month and year when you 
began living at your current 
address.

Provide more information about who owns the 
property where you currently reside.

If you indicate that you live in rented housing then 
you’ll be asked for your landlord’s details and 
contact information.

If living in University housing on campus, then 
select OTHER and provide more details (as 
shown).

http://www.royalmail.com/find-a-postcode
http://www.royalmail.com/find-a-postcode


Your sex needs to be the same as 
that shown on the passport 
you’re using in this visa 
application.

'Single' means that you have 
never been married or in a civil 
partnership, and that you do not 
currently consider yourself in a 
relationship.

'Unmarried partnership' means 
that you currently consider 
yourself in a relationship but are 
not married or in a civil 
partnership.

Give details of your previous 
address, whether inside the UK or 
overseas, and how long you lived 
there.

Either enter your postcode and 
find the appropriate UK address or 
enter the address by hand after 
clicking the link (circled).

Your nationality needs to be the same as 
that shown on the passport you’re using in 
this visa application.

If you have dual nationality, you’ll need to 
decide which nationality you’ll apply for the 
visa with and answer accordingly.

Enter your date of birth in the format 
DD/MM/YYYY

Enter the details of the passport you’re 
using in this visa application. If you have 
dual nationality, this should be the 
passport of the nationality associated 
with this visa application.

Enter all dates in the format DD/MM/YYYY



A biometric residence permit (BRP) is 
issued by the UK government and shows 
your name, date of birth, photograph and 
immigration status.

You will not have a BRP if you have only 
been granted an e-visa (digital immigration 
permission) - answer NO, if this applies to 
you.

If you have been issued an identity card or 
internal passport by your own government, 
then answer YES and provide more details, 
e.g. number, issuing authority, start/end 
dates.

If you are applying to extend your current Warwick-sponsored Student 
Visa or currently hold a Student Visa sponsored by another UK university 
and are applying for a new Student Visa sponsored by Warwick, then 
select TIER 4 (GENERAL) LEAVE TO REMAIN as shown.

If you are switching to a Student Visa from the Skilled Worker route, then 
select TIER 2 (GENERAL) LEAVE TO REMAIN (not shown).

If you are switching to a Student Visa from a Dependant Visa, the click 
the link circled above and enter the text shown below.

Answer YES if this applies to you, 
including if you have/had dual 
nationality, the provide more information 
as asked (not shown).

You must make your UK-based Student Visa application before your current 
leave (visa) expires. If you were issued a BRP which had an expiry date of 
31/Dec/2024 but this is not the end of your Student Visa, refer to your eVisa 
or UKVI decision letter for your actual visa end date, and provide that as 
your visa end date.

If you cannot do this or if your current visa has already expired, please 
do not continue with the application and contact the Student Visa 
Advise Service immediately



If  you’ve been living in the UK with 
immigration permission for 12 months 
or more on the date you submit your 
Student Visa application, you’ll be 
exempt from having to provide 
evidence of funds.

If you’ve spent a significant amount of 
time outside the UK in the 12 months 
prior to applying, for example, on a 
change of study location or study 
abroad year, you’ll need to take this 
into account when stating how long 
you’ve been in the UK.

If you don’t have your parents’ 
details, then click on the link 
(circled) and check the tick 
box as shown and provide 
more information:

Check with your parents if you 
are unsure about any of this 
information.

You’ll need to provide details 
for both parents (not shown).

This might apply to you if your visa sponsor 
informed the Home Office that they had 
withdrawn sponsorship. 

You would normally receive notification 
from the Home Office if your visa was 
being cancelled or curtailed, but not 
always.

If this applies to you, answer YES; you’ll 
then be asked for further details (not 
shown).

If you are concerned about possible 
curtailment or cancellation, please 
contact the Student Visa Advise Service 
to discuss your case before making your 
visa application.



If you have a UK National 
Insurance number, enter the 
reference, or check the tick box if 
this does not apply to you.

You do not need an NI number to 
apply for a Student Visa, but if you 
work while in the UK, we suggest 
you apply for one: 
www.gov.uk/apply-national-
insurance-number/how-to-apply

If you do not hold a driving licence 
issued in the UK, answer NO; if you 
do, answer YES and provide the 
reference number.

For information on converting a non-
UK driving licence, visit
www.gov.uk/exchange-nongb-driving-
licence

If you answer YES. You’ll be 
asked for more details about 
each of your international 
trips, such as the destination, 
reason for visiting and the 
duration of the trip.

You’ll need to provide this 
information for all the required 
countries you have visited 
during the past 10 years.

If you answer NO, you will not 
see this question

http://www.gov.uk/apply-national-insurance-number/how-to-apply
http://www.gov.uk/apply-national-insurance-number/how-to-apply


Answer NO if

a) You hold a current Warwick-sponsored 
Student Visa and are applying to extend this 
leave, OR

b) You hold a current Student Visa sponsored by 
another UK university and are using a 
Warwick issued CAS to apply for a Warwick-
sponsored Student Visa, AND the CAS issued 
for your current Student Visa stated that the 
university had assessed your English 
language ability

You should also answer NO if you are switching 
to a Student Visa from a Dependant Visa as you 
would not have been asked for an English test as 
part of your Dependant Visa application.

If your last CAS or COS (for Skilled Worker Visa 
holders) includes one of the qualifications 
highlighted, answer YES.

You will only see this question if you 
answered NO to the previous question.

Answer YES if you have any of the English 
qualifications highlighted and this was 
included on the CAS/COS (for Skilled 
Worker Visa holders) which you used to 
obtain your current visa.

If this does not apply, answer NO.

You will only see this question if you 
answered NO to the previous question.

Most CAS assigned by Warwick for courses taught at degree level 
or above will confirm that the institution has made its own 
assessment of your English language ability. Check your previous 
CAS for a statement which confirms this, and if it does, answer 
YES, then answer YES to the next question as Warwick is a HIGHER 
EDUCATION PROVIDER WITH A TRACK RECORD OF 
COMPLIANCE.

If the CAS you used to obtain your current visa does not confirm 
that your institution has assessed your English, then you will be 
asked a series of other questions about your study in the UK (not 
shown), including whether  you have taken a SELT (secure English 
language test). This might apply to you if the course you will study 
at Warwick is below degree level.

If you’re unsure how to answer the 
questions in this section, then please 
contact the Student Visa Advice Service 
for more help.



You must answer this question 
honestly, both for the UK and any 
other country.

If you answer YES, you’ll be asked 
for more information e.g. the  
nature of the immigration 
problem, when and where it 
happened.

Previous visa refusals do 
automatically mean a new 
application will be unsuccessful 
but the reason for the refusal will 
be considered by the caseworker.

Failure to disclose a prior 
immigration problem is classed 
as deception.

You must answer this question honestly 
and provide more information if needed.

If you are concerned about a prior breach 
of UK immigration law, then you are 
advised to seek specialist legal advice 
before submitting your Student Visa 
application.

Medical treatment refers to any time you 
sought help from a local doctor (GP) or 
attended a hospital, either by pre-arranged 
appointment or due to an emergency. 
Answer YES if this applies to you.

You would not ordinarily be required to pay 
for medical treatment as this is covered by 
the Immigration Health Surcharge, but 
some treatment not available on the UK 
National Health Service (NHS) might incur a 
fee.

If you were told you needed to pay for 
treatment or received an invoice/bill, then 
answer YES if appropriate and then give 
more details (not shown), otherwise answer 
NO.



‘Public funds’ refers to money paid by the 
UK government to its citizens, such as 
jobseekers allowance, child benefit etc.

Student Visa holders are not eligible to 
claim this funding and so you should 
answer NO.

If you answered YES to the previous question about having 
received medical treatment while in the UK, you’ll be asked for 
more details about your treatment, such as when and where it took 
place.

Enter the post code of the hospital or doctors' surgery and then 
select the appropriate address or enter the address manually 
(circled). 

You can find the address on any correspondence from the 
GP/hospital, or on the NHS website:
www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/services-near-you/

http://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/services-near-you/


You must answer this question honestly, both 
for the UK and any other country.

If you answer YES to any of the questions, 
you’ll be asked for more information e.g. what 
the incident was, when and where it 
happened.

Failure to disclose a conviction or other 
penalty can be classed as deception.

If you are concerned about how a conviction 
or other penalty, spent or otherwise, might 
impact your visa application, we suggest 
that you seek independent legal advice 
before  submitting your application.

For each of these sections click on  the 
link (circled) and read the information, 
then check the tick box to indicate that 
you have understood

You must answer these questions 
honestly.



If you answer YES to any of the questions, you’ll be asked for 
more information about the specific incident.

You must answer fully and honestly.

Indicate if you have ever worked for any of the 
types of organisations listed, providing more 
information, e.g. name of employer, job title or 
role and dates you worked there, as appropriate.

You can select more than one organisation type if 
needed.

If you have not worked for any of the types of 
organisations listed, tick the appropriate box 
(circled).



The sponsor licence number for Warwick is 
C5MQDFPD0 – this should be shown on your CAS 
so you can copy paste it from there.

Enter the University address as follows:
UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK
GIBBET HILL ROAD
COVENTRY
CV4 7AL

The University of Warwick is a HIGHER EDUCATION 
PROVIDER WITH A TRACK RECORD OF 
COMPLIANCE, so select this option from the list.

Warwick will be your primary site of 
study, even if your course includes a 
year abroad or you anticipate a change 
of study location, so answer YES.

UCAS is an organisation whose main role is to operate the application process for British 
universities. Most undergraduate and some postgraduate students apply to university 
through the ucas.com website.

If you applied to your course at Warwick through UCAS, answer YES, you’ll then be asked 
for your UCAS reference number (not shown).

Answer NO if this does not apply to you.
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ATAS clearance is subject to nationality, course 
level and area of study – not everyone requires it.

If your visa application is for a new course of study 
which requires ATAS, you will have been asked for a 
valid ATAS certificate as part of your offer 
conditions, and this will be confirmed on your CAS.

If you are applying to extend an existing visa to 
continue the same course of study, and your 
previous CAS confirmed the course was subject to 
ATAS, then you’ll need a new ATAS certificate 
before you can submit your extension visa 
application.

If you are switching to a Student Visa from another 
category  and ATAS was an offer condition, you’ll 
need a new ATAS certificate before you can submit 
your extension visa application.

If you answer YES, you’ll then be asked for your 
ATAS reference  (not shown).

If you do not require ATAS clearance, answer NO.

Examples of an official financial sponsor 
include the UK Government or your home 
government, a university, or an international 
company or organisation. Examples of support 
may include a scholarship or other financial 
award. 

If this applies to you, answer YES if you are still 
receiving money from your sponsor, or if you 
have done within the past 12 months.

If sponsorship ended more than 12 months ago 
or you are not sponsored at all, answer NO.

If you answered YES to the previous question, you’ll be asked whether you will continue to receive money during 
your studies. If not, answer NO.

If you will, answer YES and then indicate whether you are wholly sponsored, and if so, how you will provide 
evidence of financial sponsorship, either using a letter from your sponsor, or by confirmation of the award on your 
CAS.

Wholly sponsored means that your scholarship or other financial award covers all  tuition fees and living costs 
(maintenance).
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Copy paste the course name directly from your CAS.

The qualification you will get will be shown on your CAS as the 
academic course level and is a number preceded by the letters 
RQF. Select the RQF level shown on your CAS from the list of 
available options when you click the arrow (circled).

A sabbatical officer is a full-time officer elected by the members 
of a students' union (or similar body such as students' 
association, students' representative council or guild of students), 
usually at a higher education establishment such as a university; if 
this does not apply to you, answer NO.

Answer YES if you have a student 
loan and will evidence your funds 
in this way; NO if this does not 
apply to you.

If you indicate that you do have a 
loan, you’ll be asked if you’ve 
already received the payment.

You must have a valid CAS to submit a Student Visa application, and each CAS may only be used 
once. If you used your current CAS in an application which was refused, you’ll need a new CAS before 
you can reapply.

If you are applying to extend an existing Warwick-sponsored Student Visa for the same course of 
study, or because you have added a placement year or year abroad, then you can request a new CAS 
from the Student Visa Advice Service:

This also applies if you are switching to a Student Visa from another visa category.

Copy past the 13-digit CAS reference directly from your CAS email.
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Copy paste the course start date directly from your CAS.

If you are extending an existing Student Visa for the same course or 
switching into the student route part way through, the start date 
you enter here will not be the actual start date of the course; this is 
the correct procedure

If you are applying for a Student Visa to join a new course of study, 
the earliest you can submit the application is three months before 
the new course start date.

Copy paste the course end date directly from your CAS.

If your Student Visa application is approved, then the Home Office 
will add an additional period of time after the course end date, 
dependant on the duration of your course and level of study.

Ensure that you check all sections of your application for 
any errors as once it has been submitted you will not be 
able to make any corrections.

If you need to amend any of your answers, simply click 
CHANGE (circled) to return to the section, and then update 
the information.

Once you’re happy the form is complete, click ‘Continue’; 
after this, you won’t be able to make any changes.
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