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Setting the scene
• Hegemonic IR Narratives – ‘relations’ between [Westphalian] states; internal (politics) vs external

(relations), domestic vs foreign.

• Four ‘Great Debates’:
• First debate – Realism vs Idealism (idealists/ utopianists); debates about human nature (good vs

bad)?
• Second debate – Realism vs Behaviourists/ Traditionalism vs Scientism (methodological –

qualitative vs quantitative).
• Third debate – Inter-paradigm debate - liberalist, realist (neo-neo synthesis) and Marxist IR.
• Fourth debate – Positivism vs post-positivism/ rationalism vs reflectivism.

• High vs low politics – Centrality of security to IR (from the social contract).

• Security largely understood as state security during the Cold War.

• Post Cold-War: narrow vs broad understandings; shallow vs deep understandings.

• ‘Theory is always for someone and for some purpose’ – Robert Cox.

• In this regard, ‘theory is ... implicated in practice, and practice is ... Theoretical’ (Smith, 1997:514-515).

• What has been left out?

• ‘The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color line – the relation of the darker to
the lighter races of men in Asia and Africa, in America and the islands of the sea’ (W. E. B. Du Bois).

• ‘White supremacy is the unnamed political system that has made the modern world what it is today’! –
Charles W. Mills.

• Historical emergence of the modern state and society; classical contractarians such as Hobbes, Locke,
Rousseau, and Kant.



Terra Incognita & Terra 
nullius

• Terra incognita: ‘Unknown land’.

• Terra nullius: ‘Nobody's land’

• Epistemological and moral mapping of the world!

• Epistemological mapping: Concept of ‘discoveries’, e.g., ‘Age
of Discovery’.

• Moral mapping: ‘Here are dragons!’

• Treaty of Tordesillas (1494): granting ownership of non-
Christians (and their lands) to Christians.

• Later of ‘non-whites’ to ‘whites’ with secularisation post-
Enlightenment.



• ‘IR’ about relations between states/great
power politics

• ‘Third World Studies’ about separate parts of
the world

• Both rely on a split between:

• Industrialised/developed ‘Global North’
• Underdeveloped/developing ‘Global South’

What’s the problem?



Realism: Thomas Hobbes

• Anarchy: State of freedom and equality and thus self-help where life was ‘SOLITARY, POOR,
NASTY, BRUTISH, AND SHORT’.

• Equality of ‘Men’: People agreed to trade some of their freedoms for security and thus
created a Leviathan to protect these rights. This authority is enshrined in a ‘virtual’ social
contract.

• Real or imaginary: ‘There was never such a time, nor condition of warre as this. I believe it
was never generally so, over all the world: but there are many places, where they live so
now, [such as] ‘the savage people in many places of America [i.e., native Americans]’
(Hobbes).

• Native Americans: ‘people [who] lived like wild beasts, without religion, nor government ,
nor town, nor houses, without cultivating the land, nor clothing their bodies" and "people
living yet as the first men, without letters, without lawes, without Kings, without common
wealthes, without arts . . . not civil by nature’ (Richard Ashcraft: pp. 1 46-47).

• Realism: Statism, Survival, Self-help to prevent a RETURN to a state of nature.

Reflecting on the ‘social contract’



Liberalism 
The Lockian ‘Inalienable Rights’

• Two Treatises and the Fundamental Constitution of Carolina 
(1669). 

• Rights to life, [private] property, and liberty.   

• Labour to transform nature to private property; ownership. 

• Only condition for enslavement: prisoner of war. 

The Kantian State and ‘(Sub-)Personhood’

• A ‘condition of the individuals within a people in relation to 
one another is called a civil condition (status civilis), and the 
whole of individuals in a rightful condition, in relation to its 
members is called a state (civitas) - (Morals, 6:311; 89). 

• Mine and thine: “in a civil condition,” a state (6:255; 44). 
“the exit from the state of nature” (exeundum e statu
naturali), the rule of law, ceding the right to decide in your 
own case to a public authority.

• The Categorical Imperative:
• 'Act in such a way that you treat humanity, whether in your 

own person or in the person of any other, never merely as a 
means to an end, but always at the same time as an end’ 
(Kant).’ 

• Immanuel Kant stated this in his theory of morality which 
focuses on the sovereignty of an individual where s/he is 
considered rational (Kant). 



• ‘"White" people do not preexist but are brought into existence as "whites" by the Racial
Contract-hence the peculiar transformation of the human population that accompanies
this contract . The white race is INVENTED, and one becomes "white by law’ (Mills).

• Enlightenment liberalism: Despite its ‘proclamations of the equal rights, autonomy,
and freedom of all men’ this was restricted to ‘whites’ as it ‘took place simultaneously
with the massacre, expropriation, and subjection to hereditary slavery of men at least
apparently human’.

• International law: ‘To invade and dispossess the people of an unoffending civilized
country would violate morality and transgress the principles of international law […]
but savages were exceptional. Being uncivilized, they were outside the sanctions of
both morality and law’ (Jennings).

• State of nature not necessarily transcended but racialized (some are perpetually viewed
as stuck there and as carriers, e.g., the ‘Coming Anarchy’ - Kaplan). Anarchy what states
make of it in terms of identity, but Wendt overlooks racial identity.

Racial Contract



• The account I favor conceives the Racial Contract as CREATING not merely racial
exploitation but race itself as a group identity. In a contemporary vocabulary, the
Racial Contract ‘constructs’ race.

• ‘Racial Contract’ is that it simultaneously recognizes the reality of race ( causal
power, theoretical centrality ) and demystifies race (positing race as constructed).

• The ‘Racial Contract’ demystifies the uniqueness of white racism (for those who,
understandably, see Europeans as intrinsically White) by locating it as the
contingent outcome of a particular set of circumstances .

• The ‘Racial Contract’ decolorizes Whiteness by detaching it from whiteness,
thereby demonstrating that in a parallel universe it could have been Yellowness,
Redness, Brownness, or Blackness. Or, alternatively phrased, we could have had a
yellow, red, brown, or black Whiteness: Whiteness is not really a color at all, but a
set of power relations.

The ‘Racial Contract’



• Colonial experience is necessary to understand contemporary
politics.

• Colonisation as a transformative encounter for both coloniser
and colonised.

• A reordering of the world, which introduced capitalism globally.

• Diversity of experience means that summaries are difficult to
achieve.

Colonial Encounters 



Post-colonial or postcolonial?

• Postcolonialism looks beyond traditional focus of IR on 
states.

• Instead, it focuses on themes such as:

• Identity of ‘self’ and ‘other’
• Subjectivity or personhood
• History and modernity
• Problem of grand narratives
• Application to non-Western places.

• Brings to fore previously marginalised people, places, 
and identities

• a normative commitment to identifying and 
interrogating logics and effects of marginalisation.



• Orientalism (1978) – Edward Said

• Mapping the world: Edward Said argues that the Europeans divided
the world into two parts; the east and the west or the occident and the
orient or the civilized and the uncivilized.

• Binary Opposition (post-structuralism): Some particular attributes
were associated with the Orientals, and whatever the Orientals
weren’t the Occidents were.

• Edward Said on Orientalism: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MYYDEj4fIU

Edward Said: Orientalism 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MYYDEj4fIU


• Anibal Quijano (1928 – 2018): Peruvian sociologist and political theorist.

• Quijano, A., 2000. Coloniality of power and Eurocentrism in Latin America. International Sociology, 15(2), pp.215-232.

• ‘The "coloniality of power" refers to the structures of power, control, and hegemony that have emerged during the
modernist era, the era of colonialism, which stretches from the conquest of the Americas to the present’.

• Colonial encounters and the production of hierarchies: ‘Caste system’.

• Modernity project

• Fundamental elements of subjectivity:

• the social imaginary

• historical memory

• the perspectives of knowledge.

• For more on coloniality: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rpFb1_gbIk

Global Colonialities 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rpFb1_gbIk


• Frames of knowledge silence non-Western experience:

• Realists generally conceive of IR as the study of conflict between great
(i.e., imperial) powers.

• Liberals concentrate on the virtue of (Western ideas of) democracy

• E.g., The ‘ Cold War ’ was defined by relations between two
superpowers (USA and USSR).

• ‘Peaceful’, ‘balanced’, ‘cold’. Nuclear competition a stabilizing force.
• So called ‘proxy wars’ (competing European ideologies) were extremely

deadly:

• 1,190,000 – 1,577,000+ killed in Korean War
• 1,102,000 – 3,886,026 killed in Vietnam war
• ~ 2,050,000 killed in Soviet invasion of Afghanistan
• Min. 500,000 killed in the Angolan Civil War
• Overthrow of democratically elected regimes in Latin America

leading to hundreds of thousands of deaths...

Western centrism in IR



• Tarak Barkawi and Mark Laffey, ‘The Postcolonial Moment’ in IR/security studies.

• Call for a non-Eurocentric approach to IR/security studies in order to address 

non-state terrorism.

• Realism does not account for the historical experiences of the weak and 

powerless: it cannot understand or explain terrorism.

• Should view emergence of Al Qaeda in context of historical relations between 

global North and South.

• Al Qaeda a product of both North and South (need to resist Orientalising 

perspective).

• Terrorism represented as mad, deviant, evil, ill, pathological; depoloticises and 

therefore gives limited space for actually responding

• Following Fanon [1961] violence may be the only tool of the oppressed?

Rethinking key debates: ‘War on Terrorism’

Ayman al-Zawahiri



• Feedback on our sessions?

• Questions?

• Interventions?

Overall reflection


