[image: image1]
[image: image1]

Environmental Toolbox Talk 11
Environmental Noise & Vibration
Version 1
Learning objective: To help learners understand environmental noise and its control
WHAT IS IT? 
Environmental noise (sometimes called Community Noise) is unwanted or harmful outdoor sound, which includes vibration, created by human activities. Main sources include road, rail and air traffic, industries, construction and public work, and the neighbourhood. Adverse health effects resulting from environmental noise can cause temporary or long-term problems for people. 

WHY MANAGE IT? 
Local Authorities can service notice to stop work in respect producing noise and vibration which is causing a nuisance to the community.

HOW TO MANAGE IT ON SITE
Noise Control at Source

· Enclosure of the source noise, for example placing a machine in an acoustic enclosure.

· Reduce masses of moving components

· Mass and vibration damping properties of machine structures and casings

· Speed and impact forces of moving parts,

Noise Control on Path

Breaking or obstructing the noise propagation path (its spread) from the source can by implemented by using barriers or screens, absorption materials and distance effects.

Noise Control at Receiver

This is considered to be the final option when all practicable means have been considered, with examples being to provide hearing protection or isolate the receiver.

Practical methods of noise control include: absorption, insulation, damping, isolation, force reduction (eg reduce impact forces), reactive silencers or active noise control.
GROUP EXERCISE

Ask each of the learners to give an example of a work practice or item of equipment that can cause problems with environmental noise.

Recap learning objective:  To help learners understand environmental noise and its control
Ask learners if they have any questions

	Toolbox Talk Delivered by



	Site


	Date

	Attendees

	Name
	Employer
	Job title
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please return copy of completed TBT to Joel Cardinal in the Estates Office
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