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	Title of Risk Assessment
	Risk Assessment for Energy Walks
	                Date of assessment
	02/05/2024

	
	
	
	                       
	

	Department
	Energy and Sustainability - Estates
	Date review due
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	Description of Task/Process
	A Risk Assessment for Energy Walks – these are a new event starting in June 2024. The walks will last for one hour, will happen every two months, and will show staff and students around some of the energy projects on campus.



	
	
	
	

	Assessment carried out by
	Teegan Hayden-Smith
	

	
	
	


	Additional information
	· Walks will be run by the Energy Team.
· There will be a maximum of 20 staff/students allowed on the walks.
· Walking routes will usually always be in public realm areas which are already accessible to the public.
· Activity will be walking between areas and stopping to talk about them, in public areas.











	Hazards and how they may cause harm
	Who may be at Risk?
	Existing Control Measures
	Current 
Risk Level
(VL,L,M,H,VH)
	Where current risk is M, H or VH, what additional Control Measures are required?
	Action required by whom & by when?
	Final
Risk Level

	Ground conditions (fair weather)
Slips, trips and falls due to uneven ground conditions 
Back and neck injuries due to jarring the spine 
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Wear footwear suitable for the conditions i.e. flat shoes with no open toes.
Follow paths wherever possible.
Look where they put their feet.

	M
	Visit the site a day or two before the event and again on the day of the event to check for new hazards. 
Amend the risk assessment if new ground condition hazards are found and inform attendees. 
Inform attendees to be independently responsible for wearing appropriate clothing and footwear.
Maintain the right to turn people away from the event if they are not wearing appropriate footwear.
	Staff running the event 
	L

	Weather (heat)
Sunburn, dehydration, heat stroke / heat exhaustion 
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Organise events to minimise time working outside in the full sun during the hottest part of the day.
Dress for the weather:
· Wear sun cream, sun hat and sunglasses.
Drink plenty of water.
	M
	Check the forecast on the day and if adverse conditions are forecasted cancel the event.
Inform attendees to be independently responsible for wearing appropriate clothing, footwear, suncream and bringing a drink etc. as these will not be provided.
Route preferably to be in or near shady areas or near occupied buildings which can act as a refuge.
Maintain the right to cancel or postpone event.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Weather (cold and ice)
Hypothermia
Slips, trips and falls due to wet/slippery ground conditions 

	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Organise events to minimise time working outside in cold temperatures.
Dress for the weather:
· Wear warm clothes such as hats, gloves and coats.
· Wear sturdy footwear e.g. walking shoes/boots, wellies or trainers. 
If walking on paths use the gritted main routes. 
	M
	Check the forecast on the day and if adverse conditions are forecasted cancel the event.
Inform attendees to be independently responsible for wearing appropriate clothing and footwear.
Maintain the right to turn people away from the event if they are not wearing appropriate footwear.
Route preferably to be near occupied buildings which can act as a refuge.
Maintain the right to cancel or postpone event.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Weather (wet)
Slips, trips and falls due to wet/slippery ground conditions 
Injury

	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Organise events to minimise time working outside in the rainy conditions.
Dress for the weather:
· Wear waterproof clothing.
· Wear sturdy footwear e.g. walking shoes/boots, wellies or trainers. 
· Look where you put your feet.
Avoid stepping in puddles as they may be deeper than they look.
	M
	Visit the site a day or two before the event and again on the day of the event to check for slippery ground conditions.
Amend the risk assessment if new ground condition hazards are found and inform attendees.
Inform attendees to be independently responsible for wearing appropriate clothing and footwear.
Maintain the right to turn people away from the event if they are not wearing appropriate footwear.

Maintain the right to cancel or postpone event.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Weather (high winds)
Injury from flying debris
Slip, trips and falls due to force of wind

	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Organise events to minimise time working outside in high winds.
Dress for the weather:
· Wear windproof clothing.
· Wear sturdy footwear e.g. walking shoes/boots, wellies or trainers. 
· Look where you put your feet.
	M
	Visit the site a day or two before the event and again on the day of the event to check for slippery ground conditions.
Amend the risk assessment if new ground condition hazards are found and inform attendees.
Inform attendees to be independently responsible for wearing appropriate clothing and footwear.
Maintain the right to turn people away from the event if they are not wearing appropriate footwear.

Route preferably to be near occupied buildings which can act as a refuge, and away from trees.

Maintain the right to cancel or postpone event.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Walking beside roads and travelling across campus by foot
Injury
	Staff running the event, staff and students.
	Inform attendees to be independently responsible for crossing any roads on campus and be aware of all road users (including electric vehicles). Look both ways and listen before crossing.
When crossing, make use of marked crossings.

	L
	Ensure one member of staff running the event is ahead of the group and one near the back to keep group together.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Risk of getting lost
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending
	Study maps before setting out and have maps app downloaded on phone if possible.
Know the route of the walk. 
Make sure you know where you have come from so you can turn around if necessary.
Have a phone to call for help if necessary.
Have clear meeting points and a phone number available for lead staff member in case people cannot find the meeting point of the event.
	L
	Ensure one member of staff running the event is ahead of the group and one near the back to keep group together.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Animals
Personal injury and attack by swans/geese
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending
	Be aware of swans/geese who can behave aggressively with young/nests and avoid walking near the area. 

	L
	If event is taking place in the spring/summer visit the site a day or two before the event to check for nesting and browsing activity in the area. If it is very active, amend the route to stay away from the geese.
	Staff running the event
	L

	Animals
Personal injury and attack by dogs
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending
	Be aware that not all dogs are friendly.
In the event of a dog bite, seek medical attention.

	L
	N/A
	
	L

	Unexpected behaviour
Aggressive behaviour
	Staff running the event, staff and students attending.
	Always two or more team members running the event.
Routes should be near occupied buildings.
Community Safety can be contacted in the case of emergency on 024 7652 2222. Ensure this number is saved on your phone. 
Stay calm, speak gently and slowly.
Do not be enticed into an argument.
Avoid an aggressive stance e.g. crossed arms or hands on hips.
	L
	

N/A
	
	L



Work should not be carried out until the assessment is completed and all required control measures are in place.
	Overall Final Risk Rating (Highest level in final column above)
	L

	
	



	Additional Comments from Risk Assessor
(e.g. funding or practical implications)
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	Approved By
	Mark Jarvis
	
	Position
	Sustainability Engineer

	Date
	24/06/2024
	
	
	


Please print a copy, sign it and keep for your records
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	Severity
	
	
	Risk Level

	Likelihood
	Superficial
	Minor
	Serious
	Major
	Extreme
	
	Very low
	Acceptable risk - no action required

	Unlikely
	Very low
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	
	Low
	Tolerable risk - further control measures not required, but status must be monitored

	Possible
	Very low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	
	Moderate
	Further control measures required to reduce risk as far as is reasonably practical

	Likely
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	
	High
	Urgent action required to allow activity to continue

	Very likely
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	
	Very high
	Risk intolerable - activity must cease until the risk has been reduced

	Extremely likely
	Moderate
	High
	Very high
	Very high
	Very high
	
	
	



See ‘Matrix for risk evaluation’ for further guidance.
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