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Lilac-breasted Roller
observed by Albert Beccu

in Zimbabwe

iNaturalist and science

iNaturalist is a powerful citizen science platform, enabling 
anyone to contribute valuable information to scientific 
research and conservation.

However, for the data to be accessible to the biodiversity 
databases, user permissions must be set as one of the 
following:

● CC0 - No Copyright: Anyone can use your 
observations and create new material without 
crediting you.

● CC-BY – Attribution: Anyone using your 
observations must credit you. Others can create 
new material based on your work.

● CC-BY-NC - Attribution-NonCommercial: Anyone 
can use your observations, but they can’t make a 
profit with the material they create.

How to set your permissions
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Ⓒ California Academy of Sciences. All rights reserved.

How to Make a Good Observation

Take clear, close photos

Focus on wild organisms

Document the location as accurately 
as possible

Identify the organism to the species 
level, where possible

How to Make a Good Observation
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Take clear, close photos

Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to 
the organism you’re 
observing - while staying 
safe and not disturbing what 
you’re taking a picture of.

If you can’t get close enough 
to take a full-frame picture, 
you can also crop your photo 
before you upload it.
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Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to 
the organism you’re 
observing.

2. Focus: retake blurry photos.

leaves

underside of 
leaves

fruits / seeds

whole organism

Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to 
the organism you’re 
observing.

2. Focus: retake blurry photos.
3. Take multiple shots to show 

distinguishing features.

You can also do some 
research on the Internet to 
find out what the species-
specific features are!
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Focus on wild organisms

Focus on wild organisms

1. Naturally-occurring wild
plants, animals, and other 
organisms are the primary 
focus of iNaturalist.

2. Avoid pets, zoo animals, 
and garden plants.
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Focus on wild organisms

1. Naturally-occurring wild
plants, animals, and other 
organisms are the primary 
focus of iNaturalist.

2. Avoid pets, zoo animals, and 
garden plants.

3. If you do make an observation 
of a non-wild organism, mark 
it as captive/cultivated.

Document the location
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Document the location

1. Enable location service for 
the iNaturalist app and your 
photo app.

2. Include the organism in its 
natural habitat when 
relevant, as that can help 
with ID.

1. Enable location service for the iNaturalist 
app and your photo app.

2. Include the organism in its natural habitat
when relevant, as that can help with ID.

3. If you upload a photo from your gallery, or if 
the date/time and locations fields don’t get 
filled in automatically, make sure you add an 
accurate location manually by zooming in on 
the map that pops up.

Document the location
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Add an identification

Add an identification

1. Use the Match Screen
Suggestion (iNaturalist iOS app); 
OR
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Add an identification

1. Use the Match Screen
Suggestion (iNaturalist iOS app); 
OR

2. Pick an identification you think is 
correct from the ID Suggestions
list (all apps, Andriod phones and 
website upload page); OR

Add an identification

1. Use the Match Screen
Suggestion (iNaturalist iOS app); 
OR

2. Pick an identification from the ID 
Suggestions list (all apps and 
website upload page); OR

3. Add your own identification at 
any taxonomic level — although 
the goal is a species-level ID, 
adding a high-level ID is better 
than putting no ID at all.
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Tips: what to photograph for different 
groups of organisms

A photo of the tree taken 
from far away can be useful 
to show the shape of it, but 
also upload photos of:
● Leaves / needles

● Buds, flowers, fruits / 
cones

● Bark

● Seeds

● Whole tree / shrub

Trees and Shrubs
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For a positive ID, you may need to 
do some research on the Internet 
(e.g. “UK buttercups ID”) to find 
out what features to look out for:
● Close up of the flower (top, 

underside)

● Clusters of flowers (if they 
grow together)

● Leaves

● Whole plant 

Wildflowers and Weeds

● Top and underside 
(showing the gills, pores, 
teeth, or ridges)

● Stem and base (but, as 
always, try not to 
pick/kill it, particularly if 
this is the only one)

● Whole clusters 

● What it’s growing on 
(e.g. tree, rotting log)

Fungi
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Butterflies:

● Top of wings

● Underside of wings

Moths:

● Top of wings

● Overall shape

Butterflies and Moths

● Top side (back)

● Head (e.g. shape and 
antennae)

● Other interesting 
characteristics you 
notice (e.g. patterns or 
colors on the legs)

Beetles and Bugs
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Have fun!
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