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iNaturalist and science

Lilac-breasted Roller
observed by Albert Beccu
in Zimbabwe

iNaturalist is a powerful citizen science platform, enabling
anyone to contribute valuable information to scientific
research and conservation.

However, for the data to be accessible to the biodiversity
databases, user permissions must be set as one of the
following:

® CCO - No Copyright: Anyone can use your
observations and create new material without
crediting you.

e CC-BY - Attribution: Anyone using your
observations must credit you. Others can create
new material based on your work.

® CC-BY-NC - Attribution-NonCommercial: Anyone
can use your observations, but they can’t make a
profit with the material they create.

How to set your permissions

Default Observation License

ce-BY
11:36 v4i
=1 i . = Setti Default Photo License
Q)My Observations m Qi = nge CCBVNC
Automatic Upload (Auto Sync)
1,169 640 181 Autorupload new observations and edits to 0 Default Sound License
OBSERVATIONS i JENTIFIC 5 abservations CC-BY-NC
Suggest Species Licensing your cantent gives anyone the legal right 16
Suggest species based on visual similarity to use it without asking your permission If they abide by the
D Explore photos. terms of the license. In addition, iNat includes your Creative
content in regularl fated archives
& produced for select partner organizations interested in
Projects Default Observation Action our data. For example, we include No Copyright (CC0),
Show O = Attribution (CC BY), and Attribution-NonCommercial (CC
haw Options BY-NC) records in the archive we generate for the Global
Fagility (GBIF), an international,
@  Guides
) inter-governmental organization that compiles and
Show scientific names first 0O distributes biodiversity information from around the world.
% . Show scientific names before common names
22 Activity EEE c a
[Z More Info
= M Show common names
= essages Disable if you only want 1o view scientific
names.
o Change licenses for existing
Missions g >
~ observations, photos, and sounds
Common names place: United Kingdom
& e Tap to prioritize common names from & specific place.
. Default Licenses
Y About Third-party Data Sharing
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%y iNaturalist

How to Make a Good Observation

How to Make a Good Observation

Take clear, close photos

Focus on wild organisms

as possible

Identify the organism to the species
level, where possible

@ Document the location as accurately
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Take clear, close photos

Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to
the organism you're
observing - while staying
safe and not disturbing what
you're taking a picture of.

If you can’t get close enough
to take a full-frame picture,
you can also crop your photo
before you upload it.
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Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to
the organism you're
observing.

2. Focus: retake blurry photos.

Take clear, close photos

1. Get close (within reason) to
the organism you're
observing.

Focus: retake blurry photos.
Take multiple shots to show
distinguishing features.

Sl

You can also do some
research on the Internet to
find out what the species-
specific features are!
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Focus on wild organisms

1. Naturally-occurring wild
plants, animals, and other
organisms are the primary
focus of iNaturalist.

2. Avoid pets, zoo animals,

and garden plants.

Vv
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WILD STATUS X

O wild
This is a wild organism and wasn't placed in this
location by humans.

@ Captive/Cultivated
This organism was placed in this location by
humans. This applies to things like garden plants,
pets, and 00 animals.

CONFIRM

<« Edit Observation

L™

Chinchillas

Chinchilla

Notes

May 7, 2025

Lat:37.73344

Location Visibility: Open

Itis captive or cultivated

B e © o O B

Add to project(s)

]

04:36 PM PDT

Lakeshore, San Francisco, CA 94132, U$

Focus on wild organisms

1. Naturally-occurring wild
plants, animals, and other
organisms are the primary
focus of iNaturalist.

2. Avoid pets, zoo animals, and
garden plants.

3. If you do make an observation
of a non-wild organism, mark

it as captive/cultivated.
!\
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Document the location
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Document the location

<« < Back iNaturalist
1. Enable location service for Location —
the iNaturalist app and your permission While Using the App v
photo app. ¥ e
2. Include the organism in its iNaturalst g
natural habitat when precss tossien ©
relevant, as that can help ©  Alow only whie using the app l :
with ID. Ask every time
Dontallow

Use precise location
Wi ise loci f
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Edit Observation

L™

Chinchillas

Document the location

1. Enable location service for the iNaturalist :
app and your photo app. B nots
2. Include the organism in its natural habitat © way7,2025 04:36 PM PDT
when relevant, as that can help with ID. Q@ Lakeshore,SanFrancisco CA94132, U
3. If you upload a photo from your gallery, or if © Logatio;Visibi.izy;ODen |
the date/time and locations fields don’t get
. . . i®  itis captive or cultivated
filled in automatically, make sure you add an
accurate location manually by zoomingin on | W e
the map that pops up.
., ©

14




02/12/2025

Add an identification

15

Add an identification

You observed this species

Flame Ragm.fort
P”"m' et 1. Use the Match Screen
: ' R Suggestion (iNaturalist iOS app);
OR

16
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o/ Add an identification

< ADD AN ID Q <

1. Use the Match Screen
Suggestion (iNaturalist iOS app);

F o . Species Search
178 Lorquin's Admiral
Limenitis lorquini @ ° O R

TOP ID SUGGESTION

We're pretty sure it's in this genus: . . ore . . .

THER SUGEESTIONS — 2. Pick an identification you think is

W o it . @ correct from the ID Suggestions
Adelpha californica @ @ . .

4 Top suggestions list (all apps, Andriod phones and

% Gray Mule-Ears WebSite upload page); OR

Wyethia helenioides

IGNORE LOCATION ]
N Visually Similar / Expected
Nearby

iy
(<]

based on
observations and identifications made by the iNaturalist
community, including bethpratt1, edwardrooks, euproserpinus,
and many others.

smooth mule-ears
Bl viyethia glabra

ih
(<]

PRSP Visually Similar / Expected
Nearby

California Dwarf

'S8 Sunflower \
Hellanthella californica Q
Visually Simifar / Expected
Nearby

)
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< Add an identification

Butterflie§ Q
X ) 1. Use the Match Screen
._i\ W Butterflies . . . .
B  Superfamily Papilionoidea ® @ Suggest|on (INaturaIISt |OS app)’

e 0 @ | OR
. Pick an identification from the ID

[l o N &) Suggestions list (all apps and
s o Q@ website upload page); OR
R 3. Add your own identification at
- any taxonomic level — although
the goal is a species-level ID,
adding a high-level ID is better

N
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. s than putting no ID at all. y
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Tips: what to photograph for different
groups of organisms

19

Trees and Shrubs

A photo of the tree taken
from far away can be useful
to show the shape of it, but
also upload photos of:

® Leaves / needles

e Buds, flowers, fruits /
cones

e Bark
e Seeds
e Whole tree / shrub

20
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Wildflowers and Weeds

For a positive ID, you may need to

do some research on the Internet

(e.g. “UK buttercups ID”) to find

out what features to look out for:

® Close up of the flower (top,
underside)

® Clusters of flowers (if they
grow together)

® |leaves

® Whole plant

Y
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Fungi

® Top and underside
(showing the gills, pores,
teeth, or ridges)

e Stem and base (but, as
always, try not to
pick/kill it, particularly if
this is the only one)

® Whole clusters

e What it's growing on
(e.g. tree, rotting log)

22
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Butterflies:
® Top of wings

e Underside of wings

Moths:
® Top of wings

e Overall shape

"12‘.?",:'.’;*. y
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Beetles and Bugs

e Top side (back)

e Head (e.g. shape and
antennae)

® Other interesting
characteristics you
notice (e.g. patterns or
colors on the legs)

24
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©

Have fun!
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