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1. Why working with young children?
2. How to pitch and plan your session? 
3. How to engage with young people?
4. Safeguarding

Welcome



1. Why work with young 
children?



Why?

• Inspire
• Raise aspirations
• Plant the seed
• It’s fun!



The bigger picture
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Our aims

• SUPPORTAttainment

• DEVELOPKnowledge and 
Skills

• CHANGEAttitudes and Identity

• SUPPORT
• CHALLENGEAspirations and Expectations



Evaluating your activity



Evaluating your activity – Quantitative data

How many 
enjoyed it? 

How many 
attended? 

What did 
they 
learn/enjoy?

Was it a popular event for the university?  
350 attendees. The most popular ones were… 
or 150 attendees visited the stand for…..
They really enjoyed learning about …



Evaluating your activity – Qualitative Data

Staff 
observation

What are their 
aspirations, 
attitudes and 
identity?

What 
content was 
covered? 
What is 
their prior 
knowledge?

Was it an impactful event for participants?  
75% of participants did not know what school 
subjects were needed to pursue an 
engineering career before the event. 
100% of young female participants felt that 
engineering could be an accessible career for 
them after taking part in the event. 



Discussion
Think of someone who inspired you as a 
child (someone you read about, someone 
who spoke to you, a family member, a 
teacher, a famous person…)
What do you remember about what they 
said? 
What do you remember about how you 
felt? 
What did they do to engage with you? 



Share

Why do you want to design and deliver 
an outreach session for young children?

Why do you think these young children 
may listen or engage with you? 



2. How to design and pitch 
your session? 



Tip 1: Start with them
What do they already know about the 
University, the topic or concept you are 
going to introduce to them? 
What can they relate to in their direct 
environment or day to day that is linked to 
this topic or concept? 
What pre- or misconceptions do you think 
they may have?



TOP TIPS
Make direct comparison
Be concrete



Discussion
Using your ideas for your activity, discuss 
what you think the young children: 

May already know 
Their pre-conceptions
What in their day-to-day might help them 
understand what you are trying to 
introduce to them



Tip 2: be concise
Design an activity with the youngest ones 
in mind and add levels of complexity. 

Age = number of new words
Age = attention span
1 or 2 concept per activity
1 idea introduced at a time / per slide



Discussion

What are the two key concepts you want 
the children to understand? 



Tip 3: Unpick the jargon



Discussion
What are the new words you want the 
children to understand ? 
Are there anything in their direct 
environment related to these words? 
Could they have already used those words 
in other contexts? 



3. How to engage with young 
children when delivering your 

session?



Tip 4: hook them right at the start



Discussion
Think of an object you could show the 
pupils to spark their imagination
Think of what you could say or do that 
could surprise them or make them want to 
know more
Think of what questions/challenge you 
could ask them?



Tip 5: make it challenging and fun

Tell them a story
Tickle their imagination
Take them on a journey
Introduce some role-play
Let them play



Tip 6: Get them out of their seat!
Ask them to use the concepts and words 
learnt and apply them to a “real-life” 
scenario
Let them test their ideas and improve on 
them.
Get them moving or changing position



Discussion
What story/ challenge can you build 
around your activity for them to take part 
in? 
What roles/characters could they play? 
What are you going to ask them to test 
and improve on?



Tip 7: Make the learning explicit
The children need to be clear 
about what they are learning but 
also about how you expect them 
to learn about it (success criteria)
Use these success criteria to 
allow for peer feedback
Summarise the learning at the 
end and put the emphasis on the 
skills rather than the outcomes. 



Discussion
What are you hoping the children to achieve by the 
end of your session?
What success criteria would your activity have?
If you had to summarise the 3 learning points of 
your session what would they be? 
What are you hoping the children to have made by 
the end (outcome)? 
What skills and knowledge would you like the 
children to have achieved by the end? (objectives) 



4. Safeguarding



Discussion

Why is safeguarding important for your 
role? 
What do you need to be aware of in your 
role?
Where can you get training with the 
University? 



A range of circumstances



Resources

• M.L.Diebolt@warwick.ac.uk
• WIE Learning Circles
• safeguarding@warwick.ac.uk

mailto:M.L.Diebolt@warwick.ac.uk
mailto:safeguarding@warwick.ac.uk
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