
Staff and Students: Delivering Public Engagement together

Dr Paul Grigsby, Dept of Classics and Ancient History



STAFF AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

 URSS

 ‘Travelling artefacts’ –
collaborating on funded 
projects

 Engagement as part of 
Modules

WCN projects – bringing 
it all together



Warwick Classics Network

WCN is outreach/engagement arm of the Dept.
Dedicated Research Fellow (me)
Teacher resources and on-campus school events
Student experience

Public Engagement in Classics module where students
undertake group projects
WCN have hired 16 assistants/ambassadors for 2023

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/publicengagement/


ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
[What we can promote at Open Days]

Classics beyond the classroom:

URSS scheme to develop your own research project

Opportunities for student-led engagement with local schools and Museums 
and at Warwick Classics Network on-campus events

Chances to take part in projects with staff 

Module - Public Engagement in Classics

Annual Drama Festival: Jan 2023: Aristophanes’ Assemblywomen



URSS

 £1500 funding to undertake own projects
 Can involve foreign travel – e.g. to Eleusis (left) 
 Projects now have a public engagement aspect 
or can be wholly engagement focused

Kate Astbury will be talking on supervisor’s role 
this afternoon
 Staff support applications and supervise projects
 Staff can help make connections (right – laser 
scanning at Lunt Roman Fort with WMG)



Tallulah George

• Opportunity to see sites

• New connections

• New opinions

• Builds confidence 

• New challenges

• https://classicsbytallulah.co.uk

From staff perspective:

• Tallulah has spoken at open 
days and on PE in Classics 
module

• Great to show other students 
what is possible

https://classicsbytallulah.co.uk/




Rebecca Preedy – Roman Time-Capsules

Working with curators at Herbert Gallery
 Creation of 4 time-capsules based on Roman  
characters at Lunt Fort

Laser scanning of artefacts with WMG
3D printed artefacts for school boxes
Work in progress (as usual) but using this to 
tie in to my Roman Coventry Schools Project



Will Vernon – Excavating Pompeii

Funding has provided me with an amazing opportunity to participate in an archaeological excavation at 
Pompeii for five weeks this summer which would otherwise be beyond my financial reach.  

My URSS Public Engagement project involves the documentation of my experience of working as an 
excavator at Pompeii, it will consist of two strands:

1. Daily updates of my experience on Twitter
2. My ‘dig-diary’ will be published on the Warwick Classics page after the excavation and will include a 

reflection of my experience. 



Will Vernon – Excavating Pompeii

The funding will help me develop the skills required to fulfil my career ambition as an archaeologist and 
also skills relating to engaging with the public via social media and the internet. 

I am also excited to explore the relationship between archaeology and the public which is something that 
I believe has great potential to encourage future participation in the discipline. The experience and the 
responsibility that comes with this will be a welcomed addition to my CV.

Will has spoken at Open Days and his project will also help bring attention to the vocational and 

engagement opportunities available within the Department



Kenzie King

• URSS is such a great opportunity to do a funded research 
project that I would otherwise never get the chance to - and 
it's great experience for my future career! 

• I'm planning on making museum resources for all school 
levels and beyond at Corinium museum in Cirencester -
making learning accessible to all regardless of prior 
knowledge. I want a career in youth engagement within the 
heritage sector and this is going to be an invaluable look into 
that. 

Development of project undertaken in PE in Classics Module

Isabella Vaughan

• I will be exploring the debate surrounding the possible 
return of the Parthenon Marbles to Greece, bringing 
in conversations about the context of the objects and 
the role that 3D printing and cast replicas could play.

• The URSS funding will give me the amazing 
opportunity to travel to Athens for the first time and 
see the Acropolis site and museum first-hand.

Isabella will create resources for use in WCN schools



Warwick Innovation

 Innovation is a great place for staff and 
students to work together on projects
 In 2020/21 students helped create teaching 
resources using artefacts from our collection and 
led online and in-person school sessions

 In 2022 through Innovation we purchased a laser scanner (right)
WCN assistants are creating a handbook and looking into using the 
scanner for student research and module assessments



WIE Collaboration and Co-production 
Fund

 In 2022 I was awarded £3000 from WIE 
Collaboration and Co-production Fund
Working with Warwickshire Museums

South Warwickshire Silver Denarii Coin Hoards
Students helping develop project, create school 
resources, engage public



Public Engagement in Classics Module
Outline:

What is Public Engagement in Classics and why does 
it matter?
Who are the ‘public’? Different ‘publics’ and types 
of engagement in Classics
 The work of the WCN, WIE and URSS. 
 Public Engagement with Research. 
 Engagement techniques and skills
 Engaging with schools and museums
 Digital engagement
 Public Engagement in film and media
 How do we assess Public Engagement? 

WIE can support new module development or 
addition of engagement elements into a pre-existing 
module (such as for assessment)



Public Engagement in Classics Module
Assessment:

Students write a 750 word reflective blog post on a general area of Public Engagement 
in Classics - 20%
Students record a 5 minute reflective video on a specific question in Classics Public 
Engagement - 30%
Students undertake a Public Engagement Project which develops throughout the course 
and involves any aspect of Public Engagement. Report and live presentation - 50%

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/publicengagement/studentengagement/pe/2022/vlogs/


Public Engagement
Group Projects

Last year’s group projects included:

Hidden Histories: creating school resources on 
unsung Classical demographics
Ancient Fiction: Creating a Classics Book/Film 
review website
Roman Emperor Workshop: resources for 
schools
BacchaeMove: taking The Bacchae to Fringe
Roman Cookery Workshop (right)
Classics Engage: Taking Classics to the schools 
of the North













Public Engagement in Classics Module
Group Projects

2023 group projects:

The Roman Everyday - Workshop: Creating
school resources and sessions with artefacts, 
based on the module ‘The Roman Everyday’ 
[useful for impact]

Museum Trail: Creating a Museum Trail with 
Warwick Market Hall Museum (right) to engage 
the public with the Classical World

Can be used to increase engagement of the 
Department with local community



KATIE TIPPLE - WORKING WITH WARWICK 
CLASSICS NETWORK AND WARWICK 
INSTITUTE OF ENGAGEMENT

• You too can spend your days 
showing children how to make 
mini Roman pots out of Clay!

• Opportunities to help with 
events like Resonate festival 

• Chances to teach Classics to 
children, both Primary and 
secondary age

• These can be one-off events or 
a series of sessions

• Links to organisations such as 
WCN, WIE, and Classics for All

• URSS – optime owls
• Learning about how to put 

together a ‘museum in a box kit’



WCN Roman Coventry Project –
joining the dots

 The aim is to integrate all of the above into 
a complete suite of school resources and 
opportunities for our local community
To provide a continual overarching project 
to build relations between the Dept and local 
schools and Museums
And to provide continuing engagement 
experience for our students 

 Roman Time Capsules
 Travelling artefact sessions
 Laser scanner
 Roman Cookery Workshop
 Teaching resources
 Coin hoard project



Sophocles Oedipus Rex
Warwick Arts Centre

2020
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