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Who’s in the room?



What is Engagement? 

Engagement (also referred to as public engagement) is a term 
that describes how people working and studying at 
universities interact with external publics/partners to share 
knowledge, research, and expertise; foster collaboration on 
new ideas; or collectively co-produce new research, or new 
ways of working. Its aim is to create spaces that enable curiosity, 
exploration and conversation for a broad cross section of 
society. Through these interactions everyone gains valuable 
insights, in turn contributing to societal development and 
progress. 



What does engagement look like?



Doing With 
(Listen, Actively 

Participate)

The Ladder of Engagement

Tell

Educate

Engage

Consult

Co-Produce

Co-Design

Empower

Devolve Doing Themselves 
(Support)

Doing Together 
(Collaborate)

Doing For 
(Communicate)

Setting agendas and 
taking charge

Collaborating and 
working together

Getting involved and 
feeding back

Being enthused and 
inspired

Adapted from Arnstein’s 
Ladder of Citizen 
Participation 1969



Why do we do engagement?



How would you rank these different 
reasons for doing engagement?

▪ accountability

▪ values

▪ public good

▪ trust

▪ responsiveness

▪ to remain relevant

▪ to promote career

▪ improve understanding

▪ improve transparency

▪ to inform

▪ to inspire

▪ to hear fresh voices

▪ to listen

▪ to work in partnership

▪ to collaborate

▪ to have fun

▪ to educate

▪ to develop one's own 
skills

▪ to open new avenues of 
research



What does Engagement look like to 
you?



Purpose and Structure of WIE







WIE team Fellows

Members
Regional 

Representatives



Naomi Kay
Public Engagement 

Manager

Helen Luckhurst
Public Engagement 

Project Officer – Student 
Development

Laura Harford
Public Engagement 

Project Officer – 
Events Lead

Meet the rest of the team…

Charlotte Pearce
Public Engagement 

Project Officer – 
Student Development



Abbie Roberts
Administrative 

Assistant 

Beth Russell-Tsuro
Public Engagement 

Project Officer – 
60th Events

Lills Dobber
Graduate 

Management Trainee 
– Project Coordinator

Meet the rest of the team…



Helen Wheatley
Director

Kerry Baker
Associate Director

Rachel Edwards
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Engagement Lead 
Faculty of SEM

Meet the rest of the team…



Phil 
Jemmett

Faculty Public 
Engagement Lead 

Faculty of SEM

James 
Hodkinson

Faculty Public 
Engagement Lead 

Faculty of Arts

Georgiana 
Mihut

Faculty Public 
Engagement Lead 

Faculty of Social 
Sciences

Our Faculty Public Engagement Leads





Membership





Learning Circles

• Co-Production and 
Communities

• Evaluation

• Future of Engagement

• Inclusive Engagement

• International 
Engagement

• Promotion & Reward

• Public Engagement 
Pedagogies

• Skills of Engagement

• STEM Grand Challenge

• Students and Public 
Engagement



What we do







Resonate 



Resonate 





Interactive Masterclasses

• Live training
• Staff, UG, PG or mixed
• Often match with 

opportunities to be 
involved with Resonate 
Programme



Skills Festival







Collaboration and Co-Production Fund

• £3000 to build or develop relationships with non-academic 
partners

• Relationship building/strengthening could include:
• Developing an understanding of each others perspectives, aims 

and objectives
• Identifying ways in which the University could support 

communities beyond specific projects
• Working on a collaborative output

• Project outputs previously have included events, a series of 
workshops, exhibitions, co-written papers, toolkits, ideas for future 
projects





Collaboration and Co-Production Fund







Any questions?



How might you get involved?
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