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Synopsis 

This project saw me travel around Brazil during 40 days, staying in 11 state capital 

cities, while also visiting some other smaller nearby cities and locations, with the 

objective of learning more about the Brazilian modernist architecture that is central 

to each of their built environments. I tried to capture the most historically important 

and aesthetically innovative architectural works in all of these cities, so that after 

returning I could create a guide of Brazil’s modernist architectural movement.  

I tried to discover the most striking structures in each city by combining a few core 

strategies: prior research, talking to local experts and architecture students, and 

walking around city centres and other areas famed for their architecture. This 

approach meant that I could make sure I did not miss many foundational and 

seminal buildings of the style, but also that I could capture the general surroundings 

and find lesser-known works worthy of recognition.  

Ultimately it is very difficult for any book on architecture to encompass all important 

works, especially given the large quantity of modernist constructions in this style in 

Brazil, and so sometimes I decided to leave out certain buildings from my guide in 

order to focus on those that are especially essential.  

While travelling I also made sure to write blog posts about the architectural 

background of each of the cities I visited, and updated my specially created 

Instagram fairly often, as a way of sharing my experience with friends and others 

that showed interest in my project and in Brazilian modernist architecture. 

In addition to the content discussed above, that was already planned before starting 

my trip in Brazil, I have also started the more ambitious project of creating a website 

that acts as a catalogue of Brazilian modernist buildings. This however still requires 

much work and as such, I am still unsure as to its date of launch. 

Here are the links to my content: 
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Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/trailsofniemeyer/

Wordpress blog: https://trailsofniemeyer.wordpress.com/

Issuu for my guide: https://issuu.com/trailsofniemeyer/docs/trailsproject

Website: TBC 
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Introduction 

This report will describe the outcomes of my Trails of Niemeyer project, while also 

exploring in depth how I approached each of the stages of this project, from planning 

it to being on the road in Brazil, to writing the self-published guide that is available 

on issuu at: https://issuu.com/trailsofniemeyer/docs/trailsproject

This project was a great opportunity for me to expand a number of personal 

interests, principally urbanism and architectural history, while enabling me to better 

understand Brazilian culture, which I had previously only known from afar. It also 

allowed me to experience solo travel for the first, and certainly not the last, time. In 

addition, it provided an excellent opportunity for me to improve certain skills, 

including publishing and photography, while giving me the opportunity to share my 

aforementioned interests in an accessible and free way to anyone with curiosity to 

find out more about the topics covered in my book and blog. 

The motivations behind this project were not exclusively personal, however. At the 

root of this project was my aspiration to teach others about an undervalued and oft 

forgotten Brazilian cultural output: its modernist architecture, which has forged a 

different path to similar architectural movements in other countries, especially as the 

style has flourished until now in Brazil, while the general international consensus 

holds the modernist movement to have ended several decades ago in most other 

countries, as well as at the international level.  

Due to certain risks in Brazil (which will be outlined later in the report1) I decided 

that my iPhone 6 was the only necessary equipment for me to capture photographs 

and share content while travelling in Brazil. The photographs I took of urban 

environments and specific buildings could naturally have been superior if I had 

bought expensive photographic equipment but for the purposes of my guide this 

was not necessary, especially as modern iPhones are equipped with excellent 

1 See page xxy, from the limitations section 

https://issuu.com/trailsofniemeyer/docs/trailsproject
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cameras. My phone was also incredibly useful for research while in cities, for using 

Uber, which I had to use on numerous occasions due to lacking public transport 

infrastructure and the risks of walking, as well as sharing content on my project’s 

Instagram profile and Wordpress blog. 

The main body of the report is divided into 3 main sections, called before, during 

and after. These aim to show my process throughout the project, from the early 

stages of deciding on how to carry out the project, to my approach while in Brazil, to 

my still ongoing content creation after returning from my trip.  

The first of these principal sections is concerned with my preparations for this 

project, including discussion about my original aspirations, route and ideas for my 

time travelling in Brazil, as well as my logistical preparations. The middle section, 

and naturally the longest, will be a lengthy discussion about my time in Brazil. It will 

focus on my approach for each city, the problems I sometimes encountered and an 

overview of each city’s architectural history. This section is a complement to my 

previously released blog posts, as well as my guide. My blog and guide are more 

concerned with my discoveries while travelling, while this section of the report is 

more personal, and focusses on my process and inconveniences encountered. The 

final main section will discuss the process of finalising my project and creating the 

guide. This section will discuss the difficulties of this part of the process, as well as 

my changing ambitions for the project. At the time of writing the report, the guide is 

yet to be fully completed, but I am steadily working on it and it will be regularly 

updated on the Issuu website. The section will also mention the work I have done for 

an ambitious website. I am as of yet, however, unsure when it will be ready. 

After these sections, which make up the main body of the report, I will start my 

analysis and personal reflection about the project. This section will also include the 

limitations of the project (including what I would do better if given the chance to 

redo the project), recommendations for others considering similar projects, and a 

summary of the main points I have taken away from the experience of doing this 

project.  
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Before 

This section will cover the process of establishing my project and getting prepared 

before boarding my flight to Brazil. It will cover the entire original planning process, 

including why I decided to visit the places I did. The section will also, however, 

focus on the specifics of preparing for the trip, including purchasing tickets, setting 

up my media accounts and the security measures taken before I left.

cities, transport and accommodation2

The initial stage of the project naturally took place before I was even aware that I 

would be awarded funding. In this stage I began to think about my objectives for the 

project, which cities I would visit and the transport that would be necessary. After 

receiving confirmation of my project’s funding, I started to review the route and look 

at the best way for me to accomplish my visit to Brazil given my temporal and 

financial limitations. It was in this stage that I began to realise that my original route 

was perhaps slightly ambitious, and that it would be better to cut the number of 

cities from the original proposal to allow more time in each city. 

My original choice of cities was based on research I had done about the history of 

Brazilian modernist architecture, as well as from the Oscar Niemeyer Foundation 

website, which contains a list of his constructed and proposed buildings. From my 

reading, I constructed a route that would allow me to visit Brazil’s primary centres 

for modernist architecture. These cities are mostly state capitals and are as such the 

most populous in Brazil, while also being the country’s financial and cultural centres.  

After receiving the grant and doing more research into each city’s modernist 

heritage, as well as considering the feasibility of the route I had originally planned, I 

decided it would be more sensible to remove certain cities from the route and to 

prioritise others instead. This was the case with Natal, for example. I had originally 

2 See financial report for my route, transport and accommodation 
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planned to go there between Fortaleza and Recife, but upon consideration I realised 

that it would be better to leave it out. This was primarily due to three reasons. From 

my research, I had learned that Natal is the most dangerous city in the country and 

that staying there can be unsafe. The coach journeys I had planned would also have 

meant that I would have had limited time in the previous cities, while also 

potentially being tired after long coaches. I also learned that Natal does not have as 

much interesting mid-century modernist architecture as previously thought. Due to 

these reasons, I decided that an alteration of the route would be beneficial. 

Due to a lack of time and lacking transport options, I also decided to remove Goiânia 

from my planned route. It was much simpler to fly directly from Brasília to Belo 

Horizonte, rather than go to Goiânia in between, and so this decision could not be 

avoided. I decided to strike Cabo Frio and Campos, two cities in Rio de Janeiro state 

from the route, as I had originally only included them to make the journey from 

Vitória to Rio de Janeiro easier. While in Vitória I realised that it would be much 

easier to take a night bus that went directly to RJ than taking shorter buses to these 

two cities. I had also noticed that these cities were popular seaside destinations and 

were not particularly well-known for their architecture.  

I ultimately also decided to leave Florianópolis out of my visit, as it was easier to go 

from Curitiba to Porto Alegre on a night bus than take two shorter daytime buses. As 

I am currently living in São Paulo for one year, I intend to visit Florianópolis soon 

and will make sure to document the city’s modernist architectural heritage and 

update my blog and guide. 

My project’s route in Brazil was split into two halves, with the first containing flights 

and the second consisting of coach journeys. As flights need to be booked further in 

advance, I had already bought all of my plane tickets before arriving in Brazil. Bus 

tickets are best bought shortly before the journey, and so I usually bought them 

either a day or two before leaving each city, or shortly before boarding the coach. As 

I already had defined dates for the first half of my trip, I also booked the hostels I 

stayed in for these cities before leaving the UK. This advanced planning allowed me 
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to spend more time focussed on the objectives of the project, rather than dealing with 

administrative issues. 

I tended to focus on the location and proven security record of the hostels I stayed in, 

while also trying to make sure that they were reasonably sociable, as I learned early 

on that walking around alone was not a particularly wise idea in certain cities and 

neighbourhoods, especially near the start of the trip where I still did not know the 

country well and was still perfecting my Portuguese. 

I used the website http://hostelworld.com to book the hostels I stayed in, while 

using http://skyscanner.com/ to check for flights and http://buscaonibus.com.br to 

look for coaches between cities. I primarily flew with the GOL airline, although I had 

one flight with Azul also. I booked all flight tickets online, on the company websites. 

I used the buscaonibus site to look for available buses, but bought all tickets at the 

Rodoviária (coach station) in each city. There are options to buy coach tickets online, 

but it is always necessary to collect the tickets at the station and so I decided that it 

would be easier to buy tickets directly at each city’s coach station. This was not 

particularly risky, as I was travelling at a time of low tourism. 

technology, safety and precautionary measures 

Before leaving for Brazil I made sure that I was fully prepared for undertaking the 

process on a day-to-day basis, as well as ensuring that I was covered in the case of 

any unforeseen circumstances, involving my health or personal safety. 

As mentioned in the introduction, I consciously decided to not take many valuable 

items with me – and as such did not invest in a better camera and ultimately left my 

laptop in the UK. I realised that my iPhone was sufficient for all of the tasks that 

were required during the trip. The most pressing of these were its camera and ability 

to access the internet and run apps. As such, I was very careful while taking pictures 

in cities, for example, as I had seen reports on the internet of people having phones 

stolen in crowded city streets. I also made sure to invest in a new battery for my 

http://hostelworld.com/
http://skyscanner.com/
http://buscaonibus.com.br/
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phone, to maximise the time I would be able to use it each day – while also buying a 

battery pack to be able to portably recharge my phone, which ended up being very 

useful. 

I created my blog and Instagram account shortly before leaving, and publicised these 

the night before I flew on my personal Facebook account, to make sure that those 

who were interested would able to follow my experience. I made sure to write an 

introductory blog post also, to outline my objectives while travelling in the country. I 

made sure to download the relevant apps for these media platforms on my iPhone 

also, so that I would easily be able to start adding content to them. Another 

incredibly important investment was the iCloud photo library, which meant that I 

could automatically store every photo taken in Brazil in the cloud. This thus 

eliminated the potential risk of losing all of my previously taken photos in the case of 

my phone being stolen or my losing it. This investment has already paid dividends 

after my phone was recently stolen. Luckily this only occurred after I returned and so 

I was not put in the perilous situation of having to buy a new phone while travelling. 

Shortly before leaving I also made sure to inform my Austrian and British banks that 

I would be travelling in Brazil for the following 40 days, to avoid any potential issues 

that could block me from using ATMs. I had initially planned on insuring my trip 

through an independent insurer, but was told by my father that my Austrian credit 

card already included travel insurance, thereby saving me the hassle of investing in 

extra travel insurance. I also made sure to research the best ways of picking up 

money in Brazil, and learned that the Banco do Brasil is the only bank where 

foreigners do not have to pay fees. As such, I made it a priority to find Bancos do 

Brasil at airports and in city centres. This was already especially useful at the 

beginning of my trip in Belém, where I landed fairly late and would have been 

unable to afford the taxi fare if there had not been an ATM at the terminal. 

Another important precautionary step was registering my stay on the BMEIA 

(Austrian Foreign Service) website. This meant that the Austrian embassy in Brasília 

was aware that I was travelling in the country, ensuring any problems to be resolved 
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in a faster and more seamless way. Luckily this did not prove to be of consequence, 

but was an important preparatory step nonetheless. For similar reasons, I gave my 

parents access to my phone’s location services, which ensured that they would be 

aware of my, or at least my phone’s, whereabouts in the case of an emergency, which 

also luckily proved to be largely unnecessary. 

Another important preparation before leaving related to healthcare, medication and 

vaccinations. As I am now doing one year of obligatory Austrian social service in 

Brazil, I was given the opportunity to receive several vaccinations, by the sending 

organisation. This included a yellow fever vaccination, which is particularly 

important. Another important stage in the preparation process was buying the 

necessary medications and healthcare products, which included sun cream and anti-

insect sprays and gels. While I only rarely had to use the products I took with me, it 

was comforting to know that I had them in case of emergency.  

In terms of clothes, I made sure to pack a wide range of clothes, as I knew that it was 

the Brazilian winter, which ranges from mild in the south to extremely hot in the 

north. My chosen route, starting in the scorching north, with a comparatively 

idiosyncratic culture, was perhaps an unusual choice, as it could have been more 

worthwhile to ease myself into a country that I had not previously visited, by 

starting in an area with more European traditions and a less extreme climate. The 

chosen route was optimal for other reasons, however, which will be discussed in the 

following section. 
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During

This section will focus on my time in Brazil, exploring the specifics of my trip, my 

creative process and my research and content creation while on the ground (or 

indeed, in the air). It will also fleetingly mention certain shortcomings of the project, 

but these will mostly be included in the specific limitations section later in the report. 

It will begin with a short general introduction to my research methodology (i.e. how 

I went about researching, capturing and sharing information about the modernist 

architecture I saw). Thereafter, I will recount in detail my time spent in each city, 

mentioning both my time spent actively doing the project and also the moments in 

which I immersed myself in the local culture, by sampling regional cuisine, 

participating in cultural events or watching Brazilian matches during the World Cup. 

methodology

Before leaving to Brazil, I only had a limited conception of what the country would 

be like, or indeed of what the cities even looked like. As such, I would naturally 

already be in a much better position to undertake this project if I started now, given 

that I now have a feel for which city areas are most likely to feature which style of 

architecture and from which era. These skills did of course all increase as I spent 

more time in the country and became more adept at judging the urban patchwork 

and knowing in which areas I would be able to safely walk around in.  

For example, in Belém, Fortaleza and Recife I was still somewhat afraid of walking 

around in any urban area on my own, and so I relied on either finding others to join 

me or using Uber taxis to take me to specific buildings, which was a largely 

inefficient way of approaching the project. By the time I was in Belo Horizonte I 

already had more self-confidence in walking around in certain areas on my own, at 

least during the day, especially as the city itself is safer. Due to constant mention of 

excessive violence, especially by my taxi drivers, I was also somewhat hesitant to 
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walk around in certain areas of Rio de Janeiro on my own, although I did spend a 

day doing this in the Lagoa, Ipanema and Copacabana areas, without any issues. 

Due to my changing mind-set and increasing experience while doing the project, it is 

perhaps difficult to claim a single methodology that I used while in Brazil. 

Nonetheless, I can say that in general my approach was to prioritise walking in city 

centres (both old and new towns), as there were usually a number of public 

buildings built in the modernist style in these parts of the city. Additionally, I 

researched each city’s modernist heritage as I was travelling to each city, or shortly 

after arriving. From this research, I knew which specific buildings I wanted to see, 

and also saw that modernist buildings are mostly clustered in specific districts, 

which is logical, given the nature of urban development. My approach after 

highlighting specific districts I wanted to see was either to walk down major 

avenues, or find specific buildings I wanted to photograph, and take pictures and 

write down notes about others I saw on the way. 

As I was reluctant to use my phone on the street, I would often take a short break 

after seeing multiple buildings of note, in order to quickly research which other 

districts to go to, or to find the address of a specific building I had not yet seen. These 

breaks were also useful for me to write down notes I would use later on, and update 

my Instagram profile. 

Though perhaps obvious, it is important to mention that I only spent the day actively 

walking around the streets and looking for buildings to document and take pictures 

of. This has to do with safety but also feasibility, as often public areas are dangerous 

and deserted in the evenings. At times, I did however see interesting buildings in the 

evenings, and sometimes structures I had been keen to see, or had already seen, 

looked even better at night, with special lighting effects. 

Another important objective I had, especially early on, was to improve my 

Portuguese, while I also wanted to meet local people that would be of help for this 

project. I was naturally able to practice constantly while in Brazil, as most Brazilians 
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are unable to speak other languages. Practising my conversation skills was my 

primary objective, however, rather than just saying a couple words to order food or 

buy bus tickets. I was able to do converse regularly with Uber drivers, who were also 

interesting conversation partners to help me learn about Brazilian social norms and 

how people thought about certain issues. These conversations certainly helped me 

understand the recent election of the far-right politician Jair Bolsonaro as President of 

Brazil, for example. 

I naturally also wanted to meet like-minded young people from the cities I visited, 

however, rather than just speaking in other languages with people I met in hostels. I 

was able to do so thanks to some mobile apps, as well as by striking up conversations 

while I was in bars, for example. I also met up with some friends of friends, who 

introduced me to other people also. Towards the end of my time in Brazil, I started to 

meet young Brazilians in my hostels also, as students had a short holiday, in which 

many decide to travel to other cities. As a result, I made some Brazilian friends in my 

hostels in Curitiba and Porto Alegre. This was also aided by my increased ability and 

confidence in speaking Portuguese. At the outset of my trip, I was unable to fluidly 

speak, but by the end of my visit, I was able to fairly fluently speak about most 

topics. 
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Belém 

My project practically started on the morning of June 12th at London Heathrow. 

After a short layover in Lisbon, I boarded a Tap Air flight to Belém, a tropical city in 

northern Brazil, not far from the mouth of the Amazon river. Belém, the capital of the 

Pará region, is not a typical tourist destination, especially not for foreigners, or 

gringos as we are known there, and, as I would realise soon after arriving, is not 

particularly rich in modernist architectural heritage. It was, however, a good place to 

start my time in Brazil, as the Paranense locals are friendly and welcoming, which 

cannot be unequivocally said about southern Brazilians, for example.  

I arrived fairly late in Belém, at around 10pm, which was already 2am UK time, and 

as such I was fairly exhausted and went straight to bed after arriving in my hostel. 

As is to be expected from a tropical city, I was immediately shocked by the extreme 

heat and humidity that welcomed me after I got off the plane. Despite being so late, it 

was still 30°C and had a humidity well into the 90% range. As I been on an air-

conditioned flight and wearing the appropriate clothes, the effect was compounded. 

As Belém’s airport is not as modern as in other cities, I was unable to access free Wifi, 

and so I paid the 50R$ (around 10£) necessary for a public taxi, to get to my hotel. 

It was during this taxi ride that I came to the realisation that I had perhaps 

overestimated my competence in Portuguese, as I was barely able to converse with 

my first taxi driver. Over the following days, I would fortunately realise that this was 

largely due to my exhaustion and the somewhat unusual accent in the state of Pará, 

although of course my Portuguese did also rapidly improve with increased exposure 

and practice.  

After a poor night’s sleep, which I attributed to the excessive heat, jet lag and the 

loud, but necessary, fan in my room, I went to eat breakfast in the hostel’s communal 

area. During breakfast, I had some short conversations with other guests, who were 

mostly middle-aged Brazilians, before meeting a young Berliner, who had already 

spent a couple months in Brazil, and was able to give me some useful tips about how 
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to get a SIM card, while allaying some of my fears about walking on the street and 

using public transport. 

My original plan for the day was to visit Niemeyer’s urban monument, the Memorial 

da Cabanagem, by bus. I waited for 20 minutes at the stop next to my hostel, before 

returning to check the route using the hostel’s Wifi. The amicable receptionist asked 

me if she could help, and I responded by telling her where I wanted to go and asking 

for directions. Rather than helping me find my way, she warned me against visiting 

the monument, which is located in an industrial site and is closed to the public. There 

are currently also a number of homeless people and drug addicts that squat near the 

memorial, making it generally unsafe to visit. As a result, I decided to shelve this 

original plan, and walk around the city’s old town instead, which was conveniently 

located near my hostel. 

figure 2 – my first photograph in Brazil – a view from the hostel on my first night 
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The old town, and especially the area around the Square of the Republic (Praça da 

Republica), is home to practically all of Belém’s remaining modernist architecture, 

meaning that I had accomplished most of what needed to be done in the city on my 

first day there. As mentioned previously, I was still somewhat afraid of walking 

around on my own at this point, and so I made sure to not venture too far away from 

my hostel. I would later learn that this fear was largely justified in Belém, as a 

Spanish tourist had apparently been shot on the main street only several months 

before, during the day. After returning from the Republic square, I walked towards 

the city’s most famous spot: the Mercado ver o peso, which translates as ‘see the 

weight’, and is the largest open air food market in the Americas. I briefly walked past 

the market to see the local area, but upon not seeing any modernist architecture, 

decided to walk back to the market, to have lunch.  

figure 3 – classical architecture in front of modernism in central Belém 
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My first meal in Brazil was fried fish with Brazil’s classic side dishes that I would 

have with most of my meals there: rice, beans, farofa (cassava flour, which is 

sprinkled on the rice and beans. I originally found this strange but have been more 

than converted) and vinagrete (a salad with tomatoes and onions). The enthusiastic 

waitress encouraged me to try a bowl of the local specialty: açaí, which is available 

throughout Brazil, but usually only as ice cream or frozen. In Belém, however, they 

eat açaí with tapioca and flour. The taste is rather bitter to those that have never 

eaten it before, and so they also offer sugar, which made it taste much better. 

After my late lunch, I took some more photos of some buildings inspired by 

modernism, before returning to the hostel. My plan was to go to bed fairly early to 

sleep off my jet-lag, but I eventually went to meet an architecture student that was 

visiting from Fortaleza, which was of course a good opportunity to practice my 

Portuguese and learn more about Brazilian architecture. After a pizza (which are 

larger and much more filling, though also delicious in Brazil), we went for a drink at 

a bar, before I returned to the hostel, due to my creeping jet-lag and general 

exhaustion.  
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It was during this evening that I learned that Uber was an invaluable resource in 

Brazil and that I should get a Brazilian SIM card as soon as possible, in order to 

activate it. I did so early the next day, with the young German man I had met the day 

before. I bought my SIM card on the street and quickly learned, after half an hour 

spent in the Claro (the name of my provider) store, that I would have to top up the 

SIM once a week at a bakery or pharmacy. 

I also learned later that day, that my original approach of only bringing a little 

money with me each time I left the house, was somewhat foolish, as I faced a couple 

figure 4 – Belém’s stand-out modernist building: Edíficio Manoel Pinto da Silva 
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situations in Belém where I needed to buy something but no longer had the cash to 

do so. As is shown in my financial report, I slowly transitioned from paying 

everything in cash towards paying predominantly with my card, following advice 

that was given to me by a young German woman staying in my hostel in Belo 

Horizonte.  

As I had seen most of what there was to be seen in the safe areas of Belém, I decided 

to focus on meeting local people and speaking Portuguese on my second day in the 

city. I had lunch and watched the opening game of the football World Cup at the 

Mercado ver o peso the next day also, although at a different stall, and enjoyed the 

ambiance with my first Brazilian beer of my time there, which is an entirely different 

experience to drinking in Europe. In Brazil, you order bottles known as litrão

(literally, large litre), which is a 600ml bottle that is meant for sharing. These bottles 

are kept in large ice boxes and are so cold that they sometimes contain ice. In order to 

maintain their exceedingly low temperature, they are then put in a protective box, 

from which they are served into small glasses. I shared one of these with the German 

guy from my hostel, while watching the game and eating. 

I then met some people in the evening at the former industrial port, that has been 

redeveloped into a museum and entertainment centre, with open-air bars and 

restaurants, called the Estação das Docas. I stayed here for a few hours learning 

about the city’s history and architecture, as well as about contemporary Brazilian 

society.   
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The next day, after my third fried fish and açaí lunch in as many days (although 

always different fish, to my defence), I made my way back to the hostel to start 

preparing my blog post and to update my Instagram. I also started to read about 

Fortaleza, and its architecture, both in my Lonely Planet guide book, and on a great 

local guide to the city’s modernist heritage that had been created by local 

architecture students. Shortly thereafter, I made my way to the airport, signalling the 

end of my time in the pleasant city that is Belém. Despite not being the best choice for 

the purposes of the project, it was ultimately a good place to start my travels in 

figure 5 – enjoying early evening sun at the Estação das Docas  
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Brazil, as I learned a lot about the country and started to get a feel for Brazilian 

urbanity. 
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Fortaleza

I boarded my GOL flight to Fortaleza shortly before 5pm on June 15th, arriving in the 

state of Ceará’s capital in the evening and going straight to the hostel after picking 

up some money. After quickly finishing my blog post, I asked in the hostel for 

restaurant recommendations for myself and a couple other young people from the 

hostel. This would be the last time I would ask in the hostel for recommendations, as 

we ended up at an overpriced and substandard chain restaurant, which was also far 

away from lively areas, it instead being in an upmarket, residential area. After 

limiting ourselves to relatively cheap and humble meals, we researched better areas 

for experiencing the city’s somewhat legendary nightlife, Fortaleza being one of the 

most touristy cities in Brazil, which is primarily linked to its beaches and nightlife.  

This research led us to the Dragão Cultural Centre, which combines art galleries with 

bars, alongside its stunning seaside location. It is in some ways reminiscent of the 

Estação das Docas in Belém and was a good place for my first caipirinha in Brazil, a 

delicious cocktail made from fresh Brazilian limes, sugar and cachaça, a spirit made 

from sugar cane, with a lot of ice. It was here that I also met a couple young 

architecture students, including Elisa, who I am still in touch with and who was very 

helpful for this project, sending me some tips and giving me recommendations, for 

Fortaleza but also for other cities. I also ultimately ended up going to the opening 

night of legendary Brazilian architect (and only the second Brazilian winner, after 

Oscar Niemeyer, of the architectural equivalent of the Nobel Prize: the Pritzker Prize) 

Paulo Mendes da Rocha retrospective in São Paulo’s Itáu Cultural, in September, 

shortly after I moved here. 

The next day I woke up early and explored the city with a young German student 

from my hostel. From my previous research, I knew that I wanted to see the city 

centre, a fancy area called Meireles and Benfica, where the state’s university, as well 

as other modernist buildings, are located. Fortaleza is a city that has grown quickly 

in the last few decades, and so much of the urban area’s architecture is built in a 

more postmodern style, although there is still a wealth of modernist heritage; it being 
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a state capital, after all. Oscar Niemeyer did also design a couple buildings in the 

city, but they have both been redeveloped and have different uses, and as such I 

decided to prioritise seeing the work of other architects. 

In Meireles, I was particularly impressed by the Palácio da Abolição, which now serves 

as the seat of the regional government. Due to safety concerns, I sadly did not have 

the confidence to walk too far into the neighbourhood, instead favouring to walk 

towards the tourist-friendly Praia da Iracema, where I knew of more modernist 

buildings, and where I found some others that had not been identified on the 

aforementioned online guide to the city’s modernist heritage, that had been created 

by the Federal University of Ceará students. 

figure 6 – sitting in front of the Praia da Iracema and its skyline 
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After a lunch in a barraca (beach hut) on Iracema, I made my way towards Benfica in 

an Uber. Here I was keen to see the university’s modernist buildings, as well as the 

President Vargas football stadium. I found a couple other buildings built in a 

modernist style also. As it had already started to get dark and somewhat sketchy by 

the time I was done in Benfica, I decided it was best to end my work for the day and 

go back to the hostel to relax for a short while before getting dinner and having a 

local drink, which is a combination of beer and berry syrup (unfortunately I have 

forgotten the name, it was hardly memorable though). 

figure 7 – One of the buildings that makes up the Palácio da Abolição 
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My final day in Fortaleza was limited by Brazil’s opening match in the World Cup. I 

made sure to quickly go to the centre to see a few more buildings but it being a 

Sunday and a Copa (the familial way of saying World Cup in Brazil) day, the streets 

were largely deserted and I did not feel comfortable walking around. As such, I 

returned to the hostel and went Iracema to watch the Brazil match against 

Switzerland with some others from the hostel, with us all sporting newly bought 

Brazil jerseys and cheering with the locals. It was a poor game that eventually ended 

in a draw and so the local supporters were visibly disappointed. The atmosphere had 

been electric, however, and would only get better a Brazil progressed in the 

tournament and started to play better. 

figure 8 – modernist university accommodation in the Benfica neighbourhood 
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Unfortunately, I had to leave Fortaleza after this match, having only just begun to get 

a feel for the city, and having not visited every building I wanted to see, due to time 

constraints and having bad luck with my dates. I will however be returning at the 

end of the year and hope to fill in the gaps in my knowledge and see more of the city. 

Despite still struggling with the north-eastern Brazilian accent, I could already feel 

myself becoming more comfortable in speaking Portuguese, and started to have 

more interesting conversations with the people I met, which were not limited by my 

lack of linguistic fluidity. While I am still somewhat troubled by certain north-eastern 

accents, I have found talking to people from Ceará fairly straightforward. The same 

cannot be said of Pernambuco accents, which I first noticed in Recife, the state’s 

capital. 

figure 9 – a sea of yellow during Brazil’s World Cup opener 
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Recife (and Olinda)

I arrived in Recife fairly late and, as I had been fairly active the previous days, 

decided to go straight to bed after arriving in my hostel from the airport. Much like 

in Belém, I had a slight shock at my inadequate Portuguese after arriving in Recife, 

which was even more shocking after my positive linguistic experiences in Fortaleza. I 

was not able to strike up great conversation with my Uber driver from the airport 

and found it slightly difficult to understand the hostel’s receptionist upon arrival. 

Upon discussing this with many people, including Brazilians, I have found that I’m 

not alone in finding the Pernambucano accent difficult to understand; I have even 

met Brazilians that say they struggle to understand people from the state. This was 

luckily not much of an issue, as I was able to communicate fine and could 

understand enough to get by, but it was notable nonetheless. 

After my first relatively quiet day (and night), I woke up early and keen to discover 

the city. I had a short coffee in the hostel, in which time I met a friendly French 

journalist, who I had dinner with that evening, visited Olinda with the next day 

(alongside two young German men), and would even watch the World Cup final 

with in an ex-pat bar with exclusively other French people in São Paulo. As an aside, 

it was perhaps fitting that this hostel only offered coffee, rather than a full breakfast, 

as the Brazilian Portuguese way of saying breakfast is café da manhã (literally: 

morning coffee). From Google maps I found the necessary bus to go into the city 

centre from my hostel, as it was located some way away, in the upmarket southern 

Boa Viagem neighbourhood, which I had chosen for its safety, sociability and 

proximity to a Niemeyer-designed park, which I will mention again shortly. 

My second experience waiting for a bus in Brazil was only marginally more 

successful than my first (in Belém, when I decided against taking the bus), as it took 

almost half an hour to arrive. With notable exceptions in Curitiba and Belo 

Horizonte, the public urban bus service in Brazil is very difficult for newcomers to 

use, as there is very limited information on bus stations and buses do not arrive as 

planned. Nonetheless, once on the bus and having the paid the necessary R$ 4, I was 
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soon dropped off near the Santo Antônio neighbourhood, which leads to Recife’s de 

facto centre, an island neighbourhood also known as Recife. 

Unfortunately, the weather was poor throughout my time in Recife, and as such I 

was at times unable to wander the streets, having to seek refuge in cafés or shops 

instead. There were, however, a few clear hours during the day, and in this time I 

was able to explore much of the city’s urban core. Recife also has a reputation for 

being fairly dangerous and so here too I was careful to not excessively use my phone 

on deserted streets and to make sure I did not leave main streets for too long.  

figure 10 – heavy clouds over Recife’s centre and the Santo Antônio district 



On the Trails of Niemeyer 34

There was, in fact, one slightly dodgy moment, as I was walking from Recife’s centre 

back to Santo Antônio, as I came to the realisation that I was the only person walking 

along a particular street. Luckily, I knew that I was close to where I wanted to go and 

my situation did not get any worse. In terms of the city’s look and feel, it was 

possibly the grittiest I visited, with an abundance of concrete buildings, with many 

somewhat dilapidated. This effect was certainly boosted by the overcast sky and 

inevitable heavy rain that ensued.  

figure 11 – poorly maintained buildings in Santo Antônio 
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As in Fortaleza, I was lucky to discover a great guide to Recife’s modernist buildings, 

which enabled me to both identify buildings I had seen and find others. Outside of 

its city centre and certain upmarket neighbourhoods, such as Boa Viagem, where I 

was staying, Recife can get rather sketchy, and so I decided against visiting some of 

the buildings mentioned in the guide, especially as I found it hard to motivate other 

travellers in the hostel to join me. As a result, I settled on going to the nearby colonial 

town Olinda the next day, which is only 5km away from Recife and is part of the 

larger city’s metropolitan area.  

Olinda is well-known for its spectacular carnival, colonial-era architecture and 

vibrant artisan and creative scene, and was well worth visiting, as it put the gritty 

figure 12 – Edíficio Bandepe in Recife’s centre 
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and bustling Recife into context. Indeed, Recife was initially built as Olinda’s port 

and it only later replaced Olinda as Pernambuco’s state capital. The juxtaposition of 

the two cities was particularly striking, an effect which was compounded in 

Salvador, which has both elements in the same city centre.  

Olinda was where I tried my first cachaça, Brazil’s national liqueur, which had been 

offered where I had been eating lunch, by the restaurant’s friendly owner, who was 

perhaps typically north-eastern in her openness and hospitality. I found out later in 

my trip that it is Brazilians from the north-east that are primarily to thank for the 

positive stereotype of Brazilians as warm and open, as I was at times struck in the 

south and south-east by a general rudeness and lack of cordiality, which from my 

memory did not once occur in the north-east.  

figure 13 – colourful colonial architecture in Olinda 
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After returning from Olinda, I spent a few hours walking around the Boa Viagem 

neighbourhood, which is a pleasant but rather insular part of the city. After dinner, I 

socialised for a couple hours in the hostel, before going to bed fairly early, as I 

planned to wake up early the next day, for I had decided to walk to Niemeyer’s park, 

situated around 45 minutes from my hostel, the next morning, early enough to not be 

pressed for time going to the airport, as my flight was at 1pm. 

The Parque Dona Lindu was the first of many Niemeyer buildings I visited in Brazil; 

the majority of his designed buildings being in the south-east of the country and in 

Brasília. Despite being built towards the end of his life and career, in 2000, it was a 

good introduction to the architect’s style, as the park’s structures feature his 

characteristic curves and white enamel finish. Similar buildings exist in Brasília, São 

Paulo and Niterói, for example. While I can understand the locals’ initial frustration 

at the park’s lack of green space, it is nonetheless a pleasant public space. 

figure 14 – Niemeyer-designed buildings in parque Dona Lindu  



On the Trails of Niemeyer 38

After a short time enjoying the park’s ambiance, I returned to the hostel and 

prepared for my journey to the airport. Despite at times struggling with the local 

accent and enjoying less-than-optimal weather, I have fond memories of Recife and 

its many juxtapositions and contradictions. My flight to Salvador was my only one 

not to be operated by Gol, Azul being the airline instead. This was also certainly my 

smoothest flight, with the best service. There was even live TV on board, allowing 

me to watch a World Cup match while flying towards Salvador, the city that was 

potentially the absolute highlight of my trip. 

figure 15 – facing modernist buildings in central Recife 
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Salvador

I landed in Salvador in the afternoon and took a metro from the airport to the city 

centre, which was much more efficient than I had expected, as my prior experiences 

with public transport had been poor. Having started my blogpost for Recife on the 

plane, I quickly finished it once I had returned in my hostel – unfortunately, by the 

time I was finished, it was already fairly dark outside and so I could not explore 

much of the city anymore on the day I arrived. I did, however, soak up the 

atmosphere in Salvador’s old town, known as the Pelourinho, where my hostel was 

located. On my first night, I took it fairly easy, as I was fairly tired after my first week 

in Brazil and the journey from Recife. I went to bed after a meal I ate near the hostel, 

where I tasted the local specialty, Acarajé, which is a peeled bean cake that is deep 

fried in palm oil and then filled with spicy pasts and shrimps. It is equally popular in 

western Africa and Bahia, the state in which Salvador is capital. Indeed, Bahia is full 

of Afro-Brazilian traditions and thus has a very different culture to its neighbouring 
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states and the rest of Brazil, which is historically linked to Salvador being the world’s 

largest slave port. 

These Afro-Brazilian traditions, including the martial art Capoeira, several specific 

religions, such as Candomblé, many musical styles and aforementioned culinary 

traditions. While these traditions do exist in other Brazilian cities, Salvador, and 

especially the Pelourinho, now listed as a UNESCO world heritage site, is where they 

are the most pronounced. Staying in the Pelourinho, I was constantly surrounded by 

this vibrant local, yet by its nature global, culture. The effect was further raised by its 

relatively well-preserved colonial buildings and churches, which look sharper now 

than a couple decades ago, thanks to major renovation projects. 

The next morning, on June 21st, I explored the city, walking all the way from the tip 

of the Pelourinho to the modern city centre, which I achieved by going down the art 

deco Lazerda elevator, one of the city’s main attractions, which at only 15 centavos 

(0.15 reais, which converts to 3 pence), revealed itself to be more authentic than I had 

initially expected. This elevator took me from the Cidade Alta (Upper Town) to the 

Cidade Baixa (Lower Town). There are already some modernist buildings on the edge 

of the Pelourinho near the elevator, but I found many more after descending. 
figure 16 – night-time view of a colonial church in Salvador’s Pelourinho 
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I sadly was not able to find an equally succinct guide for Salvador as for Recife and 

Fortaleza and so was forced to combine resources and instead rely on previous 

reading, more detailed research and exploration. This strategy was fairly successful, 

luckily, as I was able to find many seminal Bahian modernist buildings on my first 

two days, which I spent primarily in the city centre. 

figure 17 – view of the Lazerda elevator from Salvador’s lower city 
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I returned to the hostel that day as the sun started to set and ended up going to a 

restaurant with some others from the hostel shortly after returning, where I tried 

another local specialty: moqueca, a mild seafood curry. After this meal, we walked 

back towards our hostel and stopped to try the local liqueur, called cravinho (which 

translates as little clove), a nicely spiced and mild drink.  

My plans to discover more of the city were put on hold at the start of the next day, 

due to the early kick off to Brazil’s World Cup match against Costa Rica, which was 

being shown on the Pelourinho. Despite another measly performance, Brazil 

ultimately scored two late goals and the entire crowd broke out in song and dance, 

figure 18 – a modernist public building in Salvador’s administrative centre 
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with everyone singing local Afro-Brazilian songs, with the legendary and world-

famous band Olodum playing on-stage. The incredibly vibrant party atmosphere 

remained for some hours after the game, once again making movement away from 

the Pelourinho difficult, as many of the streets were blocked. I was eventually able to 

take an Uber away, however, going this time to the luxurious neighbourhood of 

Barra, which is home to one of the world’s most beautiful urban beaches, according 

to numerous publications, an opinion I can agree with. 

I had agreed to meet an English PhD student, called Max, that I had met on my flight 

from London to Lisbon, who was spending 6 weeks in Salvador at a research 

institute. I timed my taxi journey so that I would have an hour or so to explore the 

neighbourhood before meeting him, in which time I was able to see a very different 

side to Salvador. As opposed to the mid-century modernism of the centre and the 

colonial-era architecture of the Pelourinho, Barra has more contemporary buildings, 

figure 19 – the Pelourinho during Brazil’s World Cup match against Costa Rica 
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which are as a whole in much better condition. In addition, the streets are far cleaner 

and the area seems beter-organised, reminding me of Fortaleza’s seaside districts and 

Boa Viagem in Recife.  

After meeting Max, we went to meet some of his colleagues, who work with him at a 

public health research centre. After a drink with some petiscos (nibbles) for dinner, 

we went on to the Pelourinho, where we soaked up the atmosphere of the Festas 

Juninas (June Celebrations), which are annual religious celebrations but mostly 

consist parties where everyone dances forrô, a north-eastern style of music that is 

deceptively easy to master. After some initial success, I quickly realised that this was 

beginner’s luck. Fortunately for me, Max and his international colleagues were just as 

poor as I was, although the Brazilians present were keen to motivate us. My first 

traditional Brazilian night-time event was really fun but I tired fairly quickly and I 

returned after a few hours there. 

My final full day in Salvador, June 23rd, was another jam-packed day, in which I 

went to visit specific buildings, such as the Fonte Nova football stadium and the 

figure 20 – from a festa junina in Salvador 
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Federal University of Bahia’s Faculty of Architecture, which was built by Bahian 

architect Diogénes Rebouças, as well as spending a few more hours exploring 

Salvador’s modern centre. In the evening, I met some friendly Brazilians in my hostel 

and went for dinner with them in the Pelourinho, before watching a free music show 

in the square next to our hostel. I went to bed early that night, in preparation for my 

early flight the next day, which would take me to the architectural highlight of my 

trip, Brasília. 

figure 21 – Salvador’s modernist Faculty of Architecture building 
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Brasília

Brasília is of course a must-visit destination for anyone interested in modernist 

architecture and especially Brazilian modernist architecture. It is also therefore one of 

the best-known cities for its architecture and pictures from the city are widely 

spread. This meant that I had already had an idea of what Brasília would be like 

before visiting, which was similarly the case for Rio de Janeiro and possibly 

negatively influenced my ultimate experience, as I was not so much discovering 

these cities for the first time as merely experiencing something in reality that I had 

already had virtually or photographically presented to me. 

After landing in Brasília and driving to my hostel, I was already struck by how 

different the city was to any I had previously seen in Brazil, or anywhere for that 

matter. As a planned city, Brasília does not conform to similar rules to other cities I 

had previously visited and it was not initially easy to get used to its repetitive 
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structure, with most superblocks, which are blocks made up of residential and 

commercial buildings, looking and feeling fairly similar. 

Brasília, I had learned previously and would hear after, is not particularly popular 

amongst other Brazilians and many people I had spoken to found it odd that I would 

want to visit. This general lack of touristic interest also affected my hostel search, as 

there were only limited options to choose from. In the end I found a charming hostel 

that was not far from the centre, with very friendly receptionists and an extroverted 

owner. The most notable aspect of my hostel was, however, its location, as it is in the 

Vila Planalto, which is the only unplanned part of the city centre, having initially been 

built by the labourers that worked to construct the capital in only three years. The 

initial plan of destroying the neighbourhood did not come to fruition after sustained 

pressure from the bairro’s residents, and as such the area still exists today. 

After leaving the hostel to walk to the city centre for the first time, I was confronted 

by (in my opinion at least) Brasília’s largest problem: its lack of pedestrian access. 

The city seems to have been created for the automobile first and humans second. As I 

knew that Brasília was a relatively safe city, I braved a slightly unorthodox route 

towards the centre by foot, only rarely walking on pavements and mostly on the side 

of roads, as I had no other choice. On my first afternoon and evening I was 

immediately treated to a spectacular view of Brasília’s monumental axis, which 

contains most of Niemeyer’s landmarks in the capital. As the sun was setting and the 

axis is rather long, I only managed to see some of the axis on my first day but I 

returned the next day to walk down the entire strip. I had also lost data on my phone 

and so was unable to call an Uber, so I wanted to make sure I would return home 

before it was dark. 

figure 22 – one of Brasília’s legendary sunsets seen from the Vila Planalto 
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I unfortunately started feeling ill that same evening and an ear problem that had 

been affecting me for several days became even worse. Therefore, I sadly had to 

write the next day off. Instead, I asked at the hostel’s reception for advice with my 

ear problem and was told to go to the closest clinic to my hostel. Fortunately, the 

doctor was able to help me and my problem started to recover thereafter. This 

experience was also my first introduction to the residential axis, which runs 

perpendicular to the Niemeyer landmarks that line the monumental axis. Indeed, 

Brasília’s layout is grounded in a design by Niemeyer’s former mentor, and one of 

the most influential Brazilian architects of all time, Lúcio Costa, who designed 

Brasília to look like an airplane – it now being dubbed Plano Piloto.  

I was already feeling considerably better by the next day and so was able to finally 

walk down the entire monumental axis. I was particularly inspired by Niemeyer’s 

cathedral; my sketch of the building is now the cover of my guide. I had previously 

figure 23 – the National Congress, one of Niemeyer’s finest works 
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only seen the exterior from pictures and was awestruck by the beautiful designs that 

lined the walls of the interior. After visiting numerous Niemeyer buildings, I am now 

of the opinion that the interiors of his buildings match up to his better known 

exterior designs. 

I did, sadly, get unlucky on a few occasions in Brasília. I was unfortunately not let 

into the President’s palace (which I visited on my final day in Brazil, as it is not on 

the monumental axis) or National Congress building, thereby missing out on a great 

opportunity to learn more about two of Niemeyer’s most influential structures. This 

was compensated for by the abundance of modernist buildings I saw whilst in the 

figure 24 – the interior of Brasília’s metropolitan cathedral 
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city. In the previous cities I had visited, I had had to search out the districts where 

there were more modernist structures; in Brasília the opposite would have been true. 

I had asked locals about how they liked their respective cities everywhere I visited 

but I was particularly attentive in Brasília, as the city has yet to turn 60 and there are 

very few third-generation residents in the city. I was interested to learn that those 

that live there were in general much more positive about the city than non-residents. 

Some mentioned how it could get culturally boring or that its nightlife was limited to 

a couple venues, but on the whole, everyone seemed content. The city combines 

good work opportunities with decent leisure facilities and a warm climate, which is a 

rare combination in Brazil. It is also important to note that there are just over half a 

million people in the planned part of the city, as was planned, but that there are now 

several suburbs or satellite cities that comprise the metropolitan area and are by now 

figure 25 – the Pálacio da Justiça 
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larger than Brasília proper. The metropolitan population now stands at over 3 

million. 

On my final full day in Brasília, I walked towards the city’s university, as I knew that 

it had been built in a modernist style. Walking here also gave me another experience 

of the residential axis, which had more nuances than I had originally assumed. From 

the faculty area, I planned a route towards a bar that had been recommended to me 

to watch the Brazil vs Serbia WC game, finding more interesting buildings on the 

way. Most of my route was, again, slightly difficult to walk, due to the limited 

pedestrian access. Brazil finally started to play better in this game, to the delight of 

the generally young crowd I was watching with. I befriended some local students 

here also, who were interesting conversation partners and taught me some 

interesting facts about Brasília. For example, I learned that Brasília’s lake had been 

artificially created to counteract the region’s high humidity. 

figure 26 – university accommodation in Brasília 
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I returned to my hostel after the streets had cleared and then went out for dinner 

with two others from my hostel. Our initial plan of going to a concert ultimately did 

not to come to fruition. The next morning I went to the President’s place, known as 

the Palácio da Alvorada (Palace of the Dawn), named after a statement from the 

President responsible for implementing the new capital’s creation, Juscelino 

Kubitschek. He said, admittedly at a time of great optimism, that Brasília’s 

foundation would be the start of a new dawn in Brazil’s history. Unfortunately, 

history has not proved him right, Brazil instead becoming a military dictatorship less 

than a decade after the capital was founded. Sadly, I was only able to view the palace 

from a distance, as it was locked on that day. With better planning, I could have 

perhaps avoided this. Instead, I had to be contented with a long-distance view. As 

my flight was approaching, I had no time for much else and ultimately had a small 

lunch, checked out of my hostel and went to the airport, while getting prepared for 

my time in Minas Gerais’ capital Belo Horizonte. 
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figure 27 – the Pálacio da Alvorada, the residence of Brazil’s President, seen from afar 
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Belo Horizonte (and Inhotim) 

Belo Horizonte is an oft-overlooked gem, which contains the best traditional 

Brazilian cooking, a world-leading coffee scene and some of Brazil’s most interesting 

modernist architecture. It is also close enough to many other must-visit tourist sites 

in Brazil, such as the colonial towns Ouro Preto (which I visited in October), 

Diamantina and Tiradentes, and a world-leading open air museum in Inhotim, 

which I will go into more detail about later. 

Sadly my flight to Belo Horizonte was delayed by an hour, meaning that it was 

already dark by the time I arrived, after getting a bus to the coach station and then an 

Uber to my well-located hostel. I stayed in Savassi, a neighbourhood in the south of 

the city, which is walking distance from most of the main architectural attractions in 

the city, with a notable exception being Niemeyer’s first major urban project: the 

borough Pampulha, that was built in the early 1940s, in collaboration with later 

President, then mayor of Belo Horizonte, Juscelino Kubitschek. 
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I went to Pampulha in the afternoon of the next day, with a German exchange 

student that was staying in my hostel. Before going to Pampulha, we walked in the 

city’s centre and went to the legendary municipal market for lunch. At the Praça da 

Liberdade (Freedom Square), I saw one of Niemeyer’s other contributions to the BH 

skyline: a curvy office building with a layered façade, that is reminiscent of his much 

better-known Copan building, that I visited in São Paulo. After half an hour or so 

spent in the vicinity of Freedom Square, we moved on to Pampulha, with Niemeyer’s 

Saint Francis church the first building we visited. Unfortunately, it was not possible 

to enter, which was a real shame, as I had seen stunning pictures of the church’s 

interior.  

figure 28 – a view of azulejo designs that adorn Niemeyer’s curvy Saint Francis church 
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I later visited the late tennis clube, which I sadly only saw from a distance, and the 

museum of art of Pampulha, which is currently more a gallery about Niemeyer than 

anything else; there is no art in the building but there were some posters showing 

other Niemeyer buildings. Unfortunately, we started too late and were unable to go 

back to the Casa de baile or the Kubitschek house, which would have been closer to 

the church. With more foresight and prior knowledge I could have avoided this, but 

unfortunately I only came to this realisation too late. 

figure 29 – Edíficio Niemeyer 
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After a quiet night, I woke up fairly early and walked to parts of BH’s city centre that 

I had yet to visit. In this time, I saw some of the city’s most influential sky scrapers 

and some modernist public administrative buildings. I was also particularly fond of 

an art deco cinema I found on my extended walk. After walking for a few hours, I 

stopped to have lunch, before walking back to my hostel with a different route. In the 

evening, I decided to go to a local bar to try to meet some local Mineiros (as people 

from the state of Minas Gerais are known). I was fortunate to meet a fun group of 

students and recent graduates, and with them enjoyed one of the most enjoyable 

evenings of the trip. 

The next morning, I arose early and made my way to the coach station, as I had 

previously bought tickets to go to the Inhotim museum. With a multitude of 

interestingly designed buildings and extensive landscaping by one of Brazil’s prime 

modernists, Burle Marx, the museum caters to architecture buffs also, while also 

offering world-leading art, sculpture and flora. Despite later reading an article about 

figure 30 – the Pampulha Museum of Art 
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the potential criminality of the park’s creator (who designed the museum as his 

garden, he still lives on the property and some of the museum is restricted as a 

result), I am still now blown away by Inhotim, which was another clear highlight of 

my time in Brazil. Despite spending 9 hours almost constantly walking there, I still 

left with the impression that I would have stayed longer if my coach hadn’t left at 

5:30pm.  

figure 31 – a modernist building with a contemporary installation in Inhotim 
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Vitória (and Vila Velha)

I had initially planned on staying in Belo Horizonte for four nights, with an early bus 

to Vitória thereafter, but upon reflection I realised that it would be more sensible to 

take a night bus, arriving in Vitória in the morning instead. This turned out to be an 

inspired move, as I arrived in time for the Brazilian World Cup match, which I 

watched with my friend Nina, who I had previously thought was still living in São 

Paulo, until I had received a message in response to a previous Instagram post 

asking me to come to Espírito Santo, of which Vitória is the state capital. As Vitória 

was already on my pre-planned route, this worked out perfectly. I had planned to 

leave to Rio in a night bus also, and so this meant that I had two whole days to 

discover the local area, after my first day flew by initially watching football and later 

socialising with Nina and her friends, as well as many others in a public place in 

Vitória. 

figure 32 – with my friend Nina during Brazil’s World Cup match 
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Vitória is the capital of Espírito Santo but is actually smaller than the adjacent Vila 

Velha, where I initially went to watch the Brazil game. After Brazil emerged 

victorious, we made our way to Vitória, where celebrations had started and where 

we shared a few drinks with more friends that had arrived. Having not eaten much 

for lunch, we eventually went for dinner, before everyone returned home, as they 

had work the next day. My friends are teachers and so did not have to work that day, 

despite being a Monday, as Brazil were playing in the World Cup. I was grateful for 

the early end as I was exhausted after my bus journey and the day of celebrations. 

The next day, I had a quick breakfast and completed my blog post before exploring 

Vitória by foot. I had already seen in my prior research that Espírito Santo is not one 

of Brazil’s centres for modernist architecture, although I did find some interesting 

buildings on this day. My initial route was to walk 2 hours from my hostel to one of 
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two buildings that Niemeyer had once made proposals for in Vitória, although I 

decided to take an Uber after an hour walking around my area, after starting to get a 

bit concerned about the security of the quarter I was in.

While in the taxi, I saw some notable buildings and thus made sure to walk back the 

way I had come. After seeing the first building for which Niemeyer had been 

commissioned, and ultimately snubbed (I saw the other the day after), I walked back 

towards the hostel, as I noticed that there was little to be seen in the other directions. 

I ultimately had some success, despite lacking a clear guide to the city’s architecture. 

As I had seen in other cities, it was primarily administrative buildings that were built 

in a modernist style in Vitória, although its influence was widespread in residential 

blocks also, as elsewhere. 

I went to Vila Velha the day after, to record my responses to some questions that 

Nina’s school class had for me. Initially, I was schedule to spend half an hour at the 

figure 34 – part of Vitória’s Prefeitura Municipal 
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school but due to bureaucratic measures, this was unfortunately not allowed. Her 

pupils were interested to learn about someone from the UK and how life is there 

compared to Brazil. I was thrilled to be able to give these school children other 

perspectives and so went to Nina’s flat early to answer these questions. After leaving 

her flat, I walked towards an old monastery on a rock that has a great view over the 

two cities, while discovering some of Vila Velha’s architecture. The view was a good 

foretaste of Rio de Janeiro’s Christ the Redeemer, sharing its spectacular combination 

of nature and man-made urbanity. 

After getting slightly lost on my way down from the cliff, I decided it would be 

better to take an Uber to my next destination: the Assembleia Legislativa, which was 

originally supposed to have been designed by Niemeyer but later wasn’t. I had 

originally been surprised to learn that this building bore Niemeyer’s fingerprints and 

have since learned that this is untrue. It was interesting to see the rather grotesque 

figure 35 – a great view over Vitória 
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shiny structure that replaced the original Niemeyer design, which was a similar 

experience to the day before, as the Instituto de Jones Santos Neves building is also 

relatively uninteresting, whereas Niemeyer’s sketches looked much more exciting. 

After a little more time spent in the centre, I got an Uber back to my hostel, had 

dinner and made my way to the bus station to go to Rio de Janeiro. Vitória was an 

interesting city to visit, as it had a slightly more provincial feel compared to the 

others I went to, despite still being a state capital and being home to more than a 
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million people. After a night bus, I arrived in the Cidade Maravilhosa (Wonderful 

City), as Rio de Janeiro is sometimes known. 
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Rio de Janeiro (and Niterói)

Despite feeling fairly tired after my night bus, I was keen to see a lot on my first day 

in RJ, as I knew that it would be difficult to accomplish much the day after, as 

Brazil’s World Cup quarter final match against Belgium was taking place and the city 

would totally stop. Thus, I started my first day in Rio by walking from my hostel 

(which was based between Santa Teresa and Lapa, near the centre of Rio) towards 

the city centre. My planned route took me to the city’s museum of modern art, which 

is one of local architect Eduardo Affonso Reidy’s masterpieces. While on the way, I 

encountered many other influential modernist buildings, as well as multiple other 

style’s, which was my first exposure to Rio’s patchwork built environment, where 

seemingly every building on a street comes from a different era. 
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After lunch, on my walk back, I also walked into the Metropolitan Cathedral of Rio, 

an enormous conical modernist structure with a clear influence from Niemeyer’s 

Brasília cathedral. I was particularly affected by the spectacular cross-shaped stained 

glass interior. After a quick obligatory visit to the Lapa steps, a touristic must-see in 

the city, I returned to the hostel in time for the BBQ that was just getting started, my 

first in Brazil. After finishing the tasty food and having a couple drinks with some 

other guests in the hostel, we went to a live samba show that was taking place 

nearby, which was enjoyable and was a good opportunity to meet some local people. 

figure 37 – Rio’s Museum of Modern Art, based on a design by Affonso Eduardo Reidy 

figure 38 – the striking interior to Rio’s metropolitan cathedral 
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The next morning, I walked to another side of the centre, to see the supposed first 

modernist building in Brazil: the Edíficio Capanema, which was sadly blocked off and 

so I was only able to see some of it. The project featured many of the architects that 

would become the leading figures of the Brazilian modernist movement, such as 

Lúcio Costa, Affonso Eduardo Reidy, Roberto Burle Marx and, of course, Oscar 

Niemeyer. The European modernist master Le Corbusier was also directly involved 

as a consultant and so I was especially keen to visit the building. Unfortunately, it 

does not appear to be used currently and its view is blocked, which is a real shame. 

Interpreting this moment later, in the light of the fire that engulfed the Brazilian 

national history museum, that is also in Rio, this becomes even more problematic. 

The lack of Brazilian and especially Brazilians’ preservation and interest in their own 

history is incredibly problematic and was something I did notice on numerous 

occasions. 

I went to watch the Brazil match in a bar soon thereafter. Unfortunately, it was a 

poor performance and they ultimately lost the match. Naturally, the local supporters 

were less than impressed and visibly distraught. As much of the city closed down 

and due to a sombre mood in the city, I decided that it would be best to return the 

hostel and focus on research for the remainder of the day, rather than actively 

seeking out new neighbourhoods and buildings. This also gave me a good 

opportunity to complete my blog post. 

The next morning, I explored the Santa Teresa neighbourhood with another young 

Austrian man that was staying in my hostel. This area is now a bohemian centre in 

the city and seemed like a vibrant quarter, with some of the last remaining colonial-

era architecture in the city and some spectacular views from the top. After a snack in 

a café, we made our way by Uber to the Christ the Redeemer statue. Despite being 

slightly overrun by tourists, it is a must-visit site in Brazil, offering an unbeatable 

view of the city from one of its highest points. After getting the train back down from 

the monument, we wandered around the Cosme Velho neighbourhood for a little 

while, before it started to get dark and we decided to find somewhere to eat dinner. 
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My plan for the next day was to see some more of Niemeyer’s local contributions. 

Having been born in Rio, this was of course where he designed some of his most 

memorable buildings. Just across the bay from Rio is the neighbouring city of 

Niterói, which is easily reachable in under half an hour from the city, either by bus 

over a lengthy bridge, which I eventually did, or by boat, which would have taken a 

little longer. The Caminho Niemeyer, in Niterói, is one of the architect’s grandest 

projects, with a number of his most striking designs here. Many of these share the 

same space, with a great view of Rio de Janeiro possible. My guide for the area was 

sadly not particularly knowledgeable and did not tell me much I did not previously 

know about Niemeyer’s career or his Niterói constructions. It was nevertheless 

interesting to learn more about how the brises soleil (staples in modernist 

architecture, which are used to block the sun, in order to reduce heat gain from 

figure 39 – a view from Cristo Redentor featuring Sugarloaf Mountain 
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buildings) work. It was fortunate that I had the guide, however, as I was allowed into 

the theatre, which is usually prohibited outside of performance times. 

figure 40 – at the entrance to Niterói’s Caminho Niemeyer 
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After leaving the spaces, I followed the Niemeyer trail towards his best-known work 

in Niterói, the MAC (contemporary art museum), which occupies a prime location in 

the city and is shaped like a UFO. On my way to the MAC, I made sure to walk 

through the main streets to get a closer look at the city’s architecture, finding some 

lesser-known but highly interesting modernist buildings. Once at the MAC, I paid 

the R$ 10 to enter the museum and see the exhibition, which was not intrinsically 

particularly interesting but was elevated due to its position in the Niemeyer-

designed space. I later had a drink in the ground-floor café and soaked up the view 

over Niterói and Rio from within the building, which had several interesting design 

elements inside the café, representing the curvature of the space. 

figure 41 – Niemeyer buildings in Niterói 
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After visiting some modernist buildings I had seen from a distance, I made my way 

back to RJ by bus, just in time for the sunset. After eating with some others from the 

hostel, I met up with a friend of a friend and went to a street party with him, that 

was fortunately only 10 minutes walking distance away from the hostel. The street 

party was done as a Festa Junina celebration, meaning that I could once again try out 

my fledgling forrô skill, which had not drastically improved, I am sad to report. 

Street parties are fairly common in Rio and are energetic and festive affairs, which I 

was certainly glad to have experienced. A similar event would never have been 

possible with Europe, due to noise restrictions. 

The next day was perhaps my most active in Rio, as I walked for multiple kilometres 

through a number of Rio’s quarters. I initially took an Uber to the Niemeyer-

designed Hospital da Logoa, which features prominently on the lake’s edge. From 

here, I planned a route along the lake that would take me towards Niemeyer’s Obra 

figure 42 – Niemeyer’s MAC in Niterói 
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do Berço and his former family home, which he designed himself. I also passed many 

other buildings on the way there, including modernist ones. Sadly Niemeyer’s family 

house is somewhat obscured from view and it is no longer possible to enter. While 

taking pictures from a distance, I was approached by a friendly local resident that 

asked me if I was an architecture student, leading to a lengthy conversation with her 

about Rio and its history and architecture. 

From Niemeyer’s house, I walked the two kilometres to Ipanema, one of the city’s 

best known and most luxurious neighbourhoods. I had lunch here and then started 

to explore the area’s built environment, which is also made up of a mixture of styles 

and eras. I moved towards the beachfront and then walked to Copacabana, another 

famous beach and neighbourhood. The greatest modernist contribution to the 

Copacabana area is not to be found by looking up but rather by looking down, as the 

promenade was designed by Roberto Burle Marx, who crafted the pavement to look 

like a wave, with its differentiated use of black and white stone. Pavements in Brazil 

figure 43 – long distance view of modernist buildings along Rio’s urban lake 
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often have patterns due to their deliberate use of differently shaded rock, but none 

reach Copacabana’s symbolism and simple beauty. I continued my walk up towards 

Leme, the next beach along, before tiring and calling an Uber to return to the hostel. I 

went for dinner with some friends from the hostel soon after returning and later to 

another local street party, with some live samba bands, which was also good fun.  

The forecast for the next day was poor but it was still somewhat sunny the next 

morning, so I decided to walk towards the centre with a friend from the hostel, in the 

hope of seeing some more of the city’s architecture before it started raining. 

Unfortunately, it started pouring down not long after I left the hostel, and so we 

ended up going to a record store that was nearby, before settling for lunch. I realised 

at this point how lucky I had been with the weather up until that point in my trip, as 

it had only rained a little in Recife before that point. Sadly, the weather did not 

improve, and so I was not able to go to Reidy’s Pedregulho housing estate in the 

figure 44 – view of Copacabana’s promenade and beach-facing architecture 
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northern part of the city, which is one of Rio’s most influential modernist 

constructions. 

That evening I met up with another friend of a friend for a drink, called Amanda, 

who I fortunately saw again in São Paulo less than a week later. She had been 

introduced to me as she is an architecture student at the FAU in Rio, perhaps the 

country’s best university for architecture. She was especially useful for my project. 

Nonetheless, I returned home early, as I had to get up early the next day for my bus 

to São Paulo. I greatly enjoyed my time in Rio and managed to see a lot of what I had 

planned but sadly not everything.  

figure 45 – Carioca modernism in the city’s centre 
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São Paulo

I arrived in São Paulo at around 2pm on July 11th and took a metro from the coach 

station to my hostel, which was located in the trendy Vila Madalena area, in the west 

of the city. After checking in and sorting my things, I went to the hostel’s lounge 

room, to watch the remainder of England’s World Cup semi-final match. One of the 

workers in the hostel had kindly cooked a feijoada for everyone, a bean stew that is 

Brazil’s national dish. After the match ended, I walked through Vila Madalena with 

some other young people that had also only just arrived in São Paulo, before going to 

a local bar. As we were all fairly tired from travelling, we returned to the hostel early 

and planned to wake up at a good time the next day, so that we could see as much of 

the city as possible. 

The next day was possibly the most walk-intensive of my entire trip, as I walked 

over 20km with the people I was with, who were three British students, that were 

also all travelling alone and were on tight schedules to see the whole city. I devised 

our route, which took us south-west followed by north-west, as I knew that 

Ibirapuera park was both an important location for modernist architecture and also a 

good place for regular tourists to visit. On the way, I had pinpointed some other 

architectural highlights that I wanted to see, and at times my friends from the hostel 

were kind enough to wait a few minutes while I went to look at a building and take 

some pictures.  
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Ibirapuera itself is the most visited park in Latin America, and for good reason. It is 

enormous green space in a city that has more grey than green, and contains 

numerous cultural venues which were almost all designed by Niemeyer in the early 

1950s. Some of the buildings in the park are amongst his most innovative and stylish, 

and are blessed with great interiors also, featuring some special designs and intricate 

staircases. 

After leaving Ibirapuera, we moved on towards the city’s centre, which is located 

north-east of Ibirapuera. In truth, the city centre is rather large and I did not discover 

the historic centre until the day after. We walked towards Liberdade, which has a 

large ethnic Japanese population, which is reflected in its architecture and commerce. 

It is naturally therefore also a centre for Japanese cuisine in Latin America. We 

arrived here shortly after the lunchtime rush and were fortunate to still get a table at 

a good Japanese restaurant. After lunch, we walked back towards the west, as I had 

noticed that the MASP (art museum of São Paulo) is free on Thursday afternoons. 

figure 46 – the Niemeyer-designed Afro-Brazilian museum in Ibarapuera park 
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The MASP is located on São Paulo’s main avenue, Avenida Paulista, and is one of the 

most iconic buildings in the city. It is also possibly the most iconic modernist 

building designed by a woman in Brazil. Lina Bo Bardi, the architect, also designed 

two more of São Paulo’s architectural gems, Casa de Vidro (glass house), which was 

sadly too far away for me to visit, and SESC Pompeia, a former factory, which I saw a 

few days later. The MASP is an elevated space, with a huge space underneath, which 

hosts a flea market on some days and was setting for a concert the evening we were 

there. After going to the museum, which has Latin America’s most valuable 

collection of European art, we spent an hour or so soaking up the atmosphere in the 

public space under and next to the museum. After eating dinner and sharing a 

couple litrões, we made our way home, where we were all very much ready to sleep 

after a full-on day. 

The day after, I walked around the Vila Madalena and Pinheiros districts, which 

have both become significantly fancier in the last few years. There are some examples 

figure 47 – the MASP at night 
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of modernist architecture in these quarters also, as well as a multitude of street art 

and small, artisanal shops. I also got a long overdue haircut and shave at a traditional 

barbers’ in the Vila Madalena neighbourhood. Later on, I went to the municipal 

market and the Luz district, which are both fairly sketchy in comparison to the more 

upmarket parts of the city centre that I had visited the day before. I had planned to 

go to these areas on this day, as I had arranged to meet my then-future boss in my 

organisation’s office, which is located in the central Brás district, which is walking-

distance from the de-facto centre, which is near the market and Luz. The Luz train 

station is also of note, as Paulo Mendes da Rocha was responsible for its restoration. 

As it had started to get late after my meeting, I decided to take a metro back to Vila 

Madalena.  

That evening, I ended up going to a traditional Italian restaurant in the Barra Funda 

area, called Leggera, which is supposed to be one of the city’s best. São Paulo is the 

figure 48 – a modernist public library in Pinheiros 
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city with the world’s largest population of people of Italian origin; even larger than 

Rome, and has retained much of its Italian character. For example, some say the 

Paulista (adjective for people from São Paulo state, Paulistano for those from the city 

itself) accent is heavily influenced by Italian. After our delicious meal, we returned to 

our hostel, where I met some other people, with whom I later went to a nearby bar 

for a couple chopps (word for draught beer, which is a rarity in Brazil, as most 

restaurants and bars just have bottles).  

The next day, I was invited to an early lunch by a friend of a friend, an American 

who was doing a history research project in São Paulo. The Lebanese restaurant 

(there was also a lot of immigration from Lebanon to São Paulo in the early 20th

century), was located right next to the Avenida Paulista, and so I timed my arrival at 

the lunch with a quick walk up the lengthy avenue, which is the location of many 

other notable modernist masterpieces, such as the Costa da Rocha-designed FIESP 

building and the Conjunto National, which was built in the 1950s following a design 

by David Libeskind. There were also some other researchers from America and 

Brazil at the restaurant, and it was interesting to hear about their experiences 

studying and researching in Brazil. 
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After lunch was done, I made my way towards Niemeyer’s most iconic building in 

São Paulo: the Edíficio Copan, a curvy residential block with commerce at the bottom, 

that house over 1000 people, with a genuine and still-existent social mixing policy. 

As such, it remains one of the country’s most successful modernist buildings, in 

terms of both ideology and style, as the modernist style in Brazil was primarily 

propounded by staunch leftists, who wanted their architecture to enact social change, 

and help make Brazil a more socially and economically egalitarian country. 

figure 49 – a street artwork of Niemeyer on Avenida Paulista 
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After walking around the ground floor of the Copan building, I had a coffee in a 

traditional café that has been in the building since the beginning, called Café Floresta. 

Afterwards, I made my way towards the historic centre, a route which included the 

Franz Heep-conceived São Paulo icon Edíficio Italia, one of the country’s highest 

buildings, and one of its most striking also. The Copan and Italia buildings are 

located next to one of the city’s main squares, Praça da República. From there, I walked 

through the historic centre, which still has some of its original buildings but is 

currently also dominated by buildings influenced by a modernist style.  

figure 50 – a view from underneath the Copan building 
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I particularly enjoyed stumbling into the Galleria do Rock, a 1960s-built shopping 

centre with rock music as its theme. The curvy building is unlike any other shopping 

centre I have ever seen (consisting only of shops selling street clothing, music, tattoo 

parlours and the like) and also has great views over the centre of São Paulo and into 

the distance. It is worth mentioning that at around 20 million people, São Paulo is 

one of the world’s largest cities and all good views of the city are astounding due to 

there being a seeming infinite stretch of high buildings. After going to the Praça da Sé, 

perhaps the main square of the city, I returned to the hostel. 

figure 51 – São Paulo’s hip Galeria do Rock 
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That evening, I went to see my favourite active São Paulo DJ’s (called Selvagem) play 

at a pop-up vent in a former warehouse space, that has since been converted into a 

modern club venue, with some of the people I had had lunch with that day. As an 

electronic music aficionado, it was exciting to see what clubbing was like on a 

different continent and in a different context, and I thoroughly enjoyed the event and 

atmosphere, especially as I was able to meet some fun locals on the night. 

The next day, I went to watch the World Cup final in an ex-pat bar with almost 

exclusively French people (barring a few partners), after being invited by a friend I 

had made in Recife, as mentioned earlier. The atmosphere was, it is needless to say, 

figure 52 – FIESP building on Avenida Paulista 
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electric, after France came out victorious. The celebrations surely went on late into 

the night but I did not stay long, as I had planned to meet my friend Amanda that 

afternoon. We were going to an event at a former pot factory that now serves as the 

location of cultural events, that are always free on Sundays. The event space is 

excellently located next to both Niemeyer’s Memorial da America Latina and Lina Bo 

Bardi’s SESC Pompeia, which were equally inspiring. Unfortunately, due to our 

detour to see these sites, we arrived late to the event and had to wait in the line for an 

unreasonably long 3 and a half hours, before finally being allowed entry. Due to the 

excellence of the event, which featured multiple live bands playing north-eastern 

music, the wait was worth it. We left shortly before the end of the event, at around 

10:30pm. 

I sadly did not have too much time the next day, so after eating breakfast in Vila 

Madalena with my friend Nina, I decided to walk into the upmarket Jardins district, 

figure 53 – Niemeyer’s political Latin America memorial 
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which also has some exceptional residential architecture. I made my way to the coach 

station not long after returning to the hostel.  
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Curitiba

The penultimate city I visited was the capital of Paraná, Curitiba. Despite getting a 

rather poor first impression of the city, after the first 5 or so people I engaged with 

were rude and unfriendly, I ultimately had a great time in Curitiba, which has 

gained a well-deserved reputation as one of Latin America’s most innovative and 

green metropolises. 

I arrived in my hostel at around midnight and so went straight to bed. The next 

morning, I woke up and started researching a route to see as much of the city’s 

architecture as possible. My hostel was located just south of the centre, so my first 

walk took me to the north-east, before I walked back towards the centre. After my 

first half hour, I noticed that I was not going to find anymore and so adjusted 

accordingly. I found several guides for Curitiba that helped me somewhat but most 

were lacking in specificity and so I had to discover most of the city’s architecture 

while left to my own devices.  
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I saw the entirety of the centre on my first day and also made sure to use the bus 

service to return at the end of my time in the centre, in the afternoon. The Curitiba 

bus service, as briefly remarked earlier, is drastically better than in other Brazilian 

cities and has also inspired urban planners in other cities to follow suit. Curitiba’s 

former mayor Jaime Lerner originally added new bus terminals as a cost cutting 

measure but soon realised that he could majorly improve the system also. His 

innovation was to add bus terminals to each stop, in which every passenger enters 

with a validated ticket or pass. Once in a terminal, you only have to leave when you 

reach your final stop, as with the underground. 

figure 54 – a geometric building featuring characteristic brises-soleil in Curitiba’s centre 
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By the time I got back, everyone from the hostel was socialising in the front yard and 

I was warmly invited to join. For the first and only time during my trip I was the 

only gringo, which was both daunting and exciting. I shared a few drinks with 

everyone and bonded especially with three young women, one of whom was visiting 

from Seattle (although she is originally from São Paulo), the other two from Fortaleza 

(both are also incidentally architecture students). The three had decided to spend the 

next day going to the nearby colonial villages Morretes and Antonina, which are 

reachable by one of the country’s oldest (and one of the last remaining) trains, which 

passes stunning scenery on the way and is complemented by a discussion of the 

region’s history. As I had already seen a fair amount of Curitiba’s architecture and 

knew that I could see much of the rest on my final day, I decided to join, especially as 

it was my first opportunity to socialise for an extended period of time with young 

Brazilians.  

figure 55 – one of Curitiba’s innovative bus stations 
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Both the train ride and the time spent in these colonial villages were enriching and 

helped me to better understand the south of Brazil’s history and nature, which are 

totally different to the north-east. After returning to our hostel by van (the train takes 

4 hours, so was not worth taking back), we quickly regrouped and went to a nearby 

restaurant for dinner, before trying to find a bar to go to in the supposed nightlife 

neighbourhood in Curitiba, called Batel, in the west. This turned out to be false, 

however. As a result, we decided to instead go back to the centre, where we found a 

suitable bar. All three of my friends were politically and culturally inclined and this 

meant that we were able to have some interesting conversations, in which I learned a 

great deal about Brazilian social attitudes and contemporary politics, culture and 

society. It was especially interesting to hear Thais talk about her experiences in 

Seattle as a Brazilian and the differences between American and Brazilian society and 

their norms and behaviours with regards to social class and minorities. 

figure 56 – in front of the sea in Antonina 
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I went to the train station early the next morning to book my overnight coach ticket 

for that evening, before walking to meet up with the three girls I had spent the day 

before with. We started to walk towards the Centro Cívico district, where we stopped 

for lunch. Most of Curitiba’s best (in my subjective opinion) modernist architecture is 

located in this district, including multiple Paraná state government buildings. 

Curitiba’s most famous building is located not far away from these: Museu Oscar 

Niemeyer, which I had planned to be the end point of our walk, as I correctly 

predicted that it would take us a couple hours inside the museum, which is both a 

tribute to Niemeyer’s life and work, and an art museum. The entire building is 

spectacular but it is the eye, both inside and out, that is the most remarkable. The 

figure 57 – in Curitiba’s centre with Natália and Daise 
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exhibit ‘inside’ the eye used the unusual space, and especially its lighting, to full 

effect. 

figure 58 – a wonderful day outside the Oscar Niemeyer Museum 

figure 59 – inside the eye in Curitiba’s Oscar Niemeyer Museum 
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After finally leaving the museum, the sun was already deciding to set and while 

leaving we found a terrace that looked over the museum, a chance that was too good 

to miss. We enjoyed a cold chopp and later some food while watching the sun set over 

one of Niemeyer’s finest works; not a bad way to end my time in Curitiba! After 

some tough goodbyes, I made my way to the coach station, getting ready for the final 

stop of my trip.   

figure 60 – Palácio 29 de Março in Curitiba’s Centro Cívico district 
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Porto Alegre

Porto Alegre, capital of the southernmost state of Brazil, Rio Grande do Sul, is a fairly 

idiosyncratic city and its distinct culture is immediately apparent. As in Argentina 

and Uruguay, its neighbours to the south, Gaúchos (as natives of Rio Grande do Sul 

are known) are often seen walking around holding a maté tea flask, called chimarrão

in Portuguese. Porto Alegre, while still very much a traditional Brazilian city in some 

ways, thus maintains its own local and southern traditions also, a fact that is encoded 

into the built environment. 

I arrived in Porto Alegre in the morning and, as I had grown accustomed to after my 

previous night buses, I was not yet able to check in to the hostel. I therefore left my 

stuff by the reception and went to a café for breakfast and to research my original 

walking route around the city. The one building I very much wanted to see was 

Niemeyer’s only contribution to the southern state: his memorial to Luís Carlos 

Prestes, the leading communist revolutionary in Brazilian history and Rio Grande do 

Sul native. As a committed communist and even former leader of the Brazilian 

communist party, this was a natural project for Niemeyer to take on, and was one of 

his most explicitly political works, alongside the seat of the French Communist Party 

in Paris, one of the only Niemeyer buildings I had been lucky to see before 

embarking on my Brazilian adventure. 
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Before returning to check in, I thus followed a route to walk towards Niemeyer’s 

politically motivated construction and made sure to pass some central districts 

(although not the historic centre) on my way there, where I found several other 

modernist buildings, which primarily serve as seats for the regional government and 

its ministries. The main administrative building, Centro Administrativo, was 

particularly impressive, combining interesting angles with a clearly rational design. 

The homage to Luís Carlos Prestes was Niemeyer at his most colourful, combining 

forceful yellow and red elements (Niemeyer’s most widely used colours, besides 

black and white) with a mirrored cylindrical main structure. The building, which is 

based in the Praia de Belas neighbourhood, next to the coast and towards the south 

of the Cidade Baixa neighbourhood. I made sure on my walk back to follow a different 

main street, on which I saw some more of the city, and a couple more notable 

buildings. 

figure 61 – Edíficio Luís Carlos Prestes 
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After checking in and settling in, I went for a quick walk through Porto Alegre’s 

principal park, which was located at the end of the hostel’s street. The Parque da 

Redenção is similar to Ibirapuera in that it combines leisure and cultural activites, 

although at a far smaller scale, which is appropriate given Porto Alegre’s relative 

size. On my return to the hostel, I saw that some guests, of whom most were 

Brazilian, were about to start playing a card game, and I was warmly invited to join. 

The majority of this group was made up by 5 male engineering students from 

Brasília, who had come to the south for their holiday from university. I befriended 

them and later we ended up getting dinner together. Unfortunately, by the time we 

left the hostel, it had started storming, which complicated our search for a suitable 

figure 62 – Centro Administrativo’s unusual shape 
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restaurant. We luckily found a decent burger joint fairly close to the hostel, however. 

This dinner was, of course, another good opportunity for me to find out more about 

life in the modernist capital, as well as at the city’s university. 

The next day, I was keen to explore the city’s historic centre, which has a similar mix 

of 18th, 19th and 20th century architecture to São Paulo and Rio. As the city’s name 

suggests (literally, jolly port), Porto Alegre’s economy has historically been powered 

by its port, which is still in use, albeit to a much lesser extent. As a result, there is 

now also a lot of former industrial space that stands largely unused and which has 

started to be regenerated into cultural and other uses. Porto Alegre, similarly to 

Belém, is practically on the ocean, but not quite, as a peninsula several kilometres 

further blocks it from direct access. As a result, it is not possible to swim in the sea, 

especially as the water that flows to Porto Alegre is heavily polluted. The ‘sea-front’ 

is largely covered by industrial buildings but recently some of this space has been 

figure 63 – in the centre of the Parque da Redenção 
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reclaimed for public use. After visiting the historic centre, I made my way to one of 

these spaces, from where it is possible to get a view across the sea. This space lies 

next to a former factory and also contains a naval museum and options for boat rides. 

I walked back to the hostel from this point, following a similar path to one I had 

taken the day before, albeit walking a few roads across, to make sure I saw a 

different side of the city. I also did this to make sure I would get a better look at two 

buildings I had seen the day before, that make up the State’s Public Ministry, 

Ministério Público Estadual, which features two identical towers that are joined by a 

couple connecting floors. These buildings share a certain architectural language with 

the Centro Administrativo I mentioned before, which features similar colours and 

connections, albeit with a slightly more adventurous shape. 

figure 64 – various eras of architecture in one block in Porto Alegre’s centre 
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My hostel in Porto Alegre had a similarly communal feel to the one I had stayed in in 

Curitiba, which was evident when I got back that afternoon, as one of the hostel’s 

receptionists was playing guitar, while others were singing. This was one of those 

moments when my being foreign was especially evident, as everyone else that was 

there knew all the words to songs that I had never even heard before. I had a similar 

experience that evening at a club event I had initially not especially wanted to go to, 

but as it was my last night in Brazil I eventually gave in and decided to join the 

group from Brasília.  

figure 65 – a view of the state’s public ministry 
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The music that gets played in standard events such as this one is known as baile 

funk, which has fairly aggressive drum rhythms (similar to ones found in Jamaican 

styles such as bashment and dancehall, while also having some similarities to 

modern African dance beats) and pop vocals. Whilst I dislike the style and will not 

be going to a similar event in a hurry, it was an interesting experience and I learned 

more about youth culture in Brazil, as funk (pronounced funky in Brazilian 

Portuguese) is the most popular style for young people in the country and the 

creators of the music have a true cultural influence. Most of the successful funk 

musicians are from comunidades (the less pejorative way of saying favela) and are 

thus able to give a voice to these communities. Unfortunately, the style’s texts are 

plagued by machismo, however. Once again at this event, as earlier at the hostel, 

everyone was singing along to songs I had never heard before, and dancing along in 

the appropriate way. 

figure 66 – colourful, traditional houses in downtown Porto Alegre 
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I left the event much earlier than my friends and made my way back to the hostel, 

which was luckily only 10 minutes walking distance away. The next morning, I made 

preparations for my flight back to London, via Lisbon and made sure to check out of 

the hostel on time, which left me with a few hours to soak up the atmosphere in 

Porto Alegre.  

I walked back to the Praia de Belas area to see the rest of the district, before making 

my way to the park, as there was a flea market with food stalls, which occurs every 

Sunday. I drank an acerola (a kind of sour cherry) here, my final juice in Brazil. 

Freshly squeezed uit juices were a saviour in Brazil, as they are readily available, 

fairly cheap and are the best way to try tropical fruits. My favourites were graviola, 

cajá and cajú, three tropical fruits that are not available in Europe. After another hour 

walking around and sitting in the park, I made my way back to the hostel and 

figure 67 – a classic modernist building in Porto Alegre’s centre 
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shortly thereafter went to the airport, sad that my trip was coming to an end. The trip 

was over but the project is still ongoing.  



On the Trails of Niemeyer 102

After

This section will delineate my (still ongoing at the time of writing) process of re-

organising my data (photographs, text, notes) after my trip to Brazil had come to an 

end, as well as the intended creation of a guide to Brazilian modernist architecture. 

This section will explore the ways in which I approached this task, as well as my 

changing ambitions and realisations that certain ideas that I had had would not be 

possible. This section is, in truth, incomplete, as I have many other long-term plans 

for this project and my expertise in this area is still expanding. 

It is also important to note that I have not progressed as much as I would have 

wanted at this point, as I have been busy since moving to São Paulo, with work but 

also with the much higher amount of bureaucracy than exists in Europe. As a result, I 

have been able to make good progress on the guide but still have a fair amount to do. 

I will expand on this in the future aspirations section. 

content creation 

After an on the whole successful experience in Brazil, I was initially not fully sure 

how to start the daunting task of creating a coherent guide from the data that I had. 

As will be discussed in the limitations section later, it was fairly difficult to write 

with much authority on this topic, given my limited experience in these urban 

spaces. By reading many other sources, I managed to make up for this to an extent. 

I was fairly busy in the weeks after returning from the trip, first with my graduation 

and later with the bureaucratic hassle of my upcoming social year in São Paulo, 

which was far more time and energy-consuming than previously thought. As a 

result, I was only able to start with the preparations for creating the guide towards 

the end of August, which I did in a number of ways, and included further subject-

specific research, learning how to use the relevant tools and more, which will be 
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explored shortly. This process made me realise that creating well-designed content is 

much more difficult than I had previously imagined.  

As mentioned in my application, my initial idea for the guide was for it to be 

interactive and include a variety of media. Unfortunately, I realised soon after 

starting my research into online publishing, that the idea I had in mind would 

probably only be possible on a specifically designed website (more on this later). 

Issuu, the website I had mentioned in my application, is an electronic publishing 

platform and does not, as I had previously thought, allow immersive on-site content 

creation. Instead, it is for electronic versions of books, magazines and other print 

material. I thus decided that I would self-publish a guide, which I would create using 

a third-party application, on Issuu.  

As I have in the past regularly used Adobe Photoshop, I thought my best bet here 

would be to try to find a cheap, older version of Adobe’s publishing software 

InDesign. Unfortunately, I was unable to and so started to look for alternatives. 

While looking for other software suitable for this task, I stumbled upon an open-

source (i.e. free) application called Scribus, which has a reputation for being the best 

free publishing software available. After reading some reviews and watching a 

couple videos, I decided that this would be the best option and downloaded the 

software and started to learn how to use it. 

While slowly starting to learn how to format text, add images and change page 

layouts on Scribus, I realised that I had very little knowledge of self-publishing and 

that it would be fairly futile to start writing the guide, if I was not clued up on best 

practices. I devoted time during the next few weeks to learn the art of self-

publishing, which is only deceptively simple, as there are many factors to take into 

account, such as line spacing, typeface (this report is written in the same typefaces as 

my guide: the serif palatino for body text and the sans-serif, Bauhaus-designed futura

for headers), positioning of images and so forth. As I have dedicated a lot of time to 

this project, I also want to make sure that the end result is befitting of the total effort 

invested. 
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In addition to reading website reviews for fonts (I became slightly obsessed during 

those weeks), margins and other important self-publishing tools, I also started to 

look for inspiration in architecture, design and art books, to see how it has been done 

in the past and to get inspiration from other sources. As a result, I went to a couple 

bookshops to look in their architecture section and to find out about page layout in 

general, as well as a few more specific problems I was facing, such as limits to 

pictures on a page and how to design my table of contents page, among others. 

Meanwhile, I was starting to read more about Brazilian modern, and modern 

architectural, history. I also started to look into specific architects more at this point 

than I had previously, which I admittedly should started earlier. If I had started to 

look out for other architects rather than just Niemeyer, Bo Bardi, Burle Marx and a 

couple others, I would perhaps have found my time in Brazil slightly simpler. From 

this research, I started to write small biographies of their lives and work, which are 

near the start of the guide. I similarly wrote out a history of Brazilian modernist 

architecture, which was a fairly straightforward process, given that I had done the 

research previously already. 

It was only after I was happy with my opening few sections and had played around 

at length with the page layout, that I started work on the individual city’s sections. 

Due to the prior research I have done, this has also not been too difficult, as I have 

mostly just been rewriting and adding to some of the text that I included in my blog 

posts. I still have much work to do in terms of finding the optimal way of displaying 

each page but I am learning each day and am enjoying the process, so am positive 

that I will continue to progress. Due to my oftentimes perfectionistic personality, it 

may take a while before I can say it is truly complete, however. 

The only other stage of my guide’s writing that is left to mention is the cover, which 

is of course important, as it is the reader’s first introduction to the work. I initially 

planned on having an array of pictures on the front cover, but later decided that 

these would be better suited to the back. On the front, I thus used Photoshop to 
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sketch the outline of Niemeyer’s Brasília cathedral, in white with black as the 

background. This idea came to me out of the blue while I was walking and I was 

pleased with the result. Combined with the forceful bold fortuna font on the front 

page, it conveys the tone that I was hoping for. The image I will use for the front 

cover of my guide also adorns the title page of this report. 

future aspirations 

In the present, I need to continue work on my architecture guide, as this is the 

principal objective of my entire project. After I am happy with each section, I will 

update the document on my Issuu profile. I will only start to actively spread this 

work once I am content with the design and am sure that I have included every 

relevant piece of information. My blog and Instagram were only created for the trip 

itself, to document my time travelling and discovering the country’s modernist 

architecture, and so I will not be using these further. 

As mentioned a few times previously, I do still have the aim of launching a site that I 

started working on in September. I have currently shelved the website for now, as I 

have been focussing on writing this report and progressing with my guide, but this is 

certainly still a long-term ambition.  

The idea to create a website came from three factors that collectively inspired me to 

start the coding process. The first is/was my continued desire to display my content 

in an as interactive way as possible, which only seems possible on a self-designed 

and developed site. The second was my discovering the incredible Socialist 

Modernism project: http://socialistmodernism.com/ , which is run by BACU, a 

Romanian architecture research institute with the goal of creating a database to 

document the former Eastern Bloc’s modernist architectural heritage, with the wider 

project of safeguarding this architectural heritage. The third reason was that I had 

been tasked with created a website for the organisation that I work for, which was 

my first time attempting web design (see: http://rederua.org.br ). Despite using the 

Wordpress content-management-system, I learned a lot about organic web 

http://socialistmodernism.com/
http://rederua.org.br/
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development through doing this, and was motivated to try it out for this personal 

project. 

I have already created a general structure for the site but have not worked on it for 

the last couple months and will be focussing on my guide until that is completed. My 

general objective for the site is similar to my guide: it is to inform people about 

Brazilian modernist architecture and its history. Specific to the site, I want to geotag 

the location of every modernist building in the country, clearly a mammoth task. 

This is why I want to make sure that it has a strong foundation, with the most 

important data, before trying to attract collaborators. This is of course all speculative 

currently, as I am not currently sure when I will be able to dedicate the required time 

to this ambitious project. 
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Analysis and personal reflection

In this section, I will analyse the strengths and limitations of my project, while also 

reflecting on how I personally developed as a result of doing this project. I tried to be 

as personally reflective as possible in the previous sections, while also flagging up 

some of my project’s principal limitations. This section is thus chiefly concerned with 

expanding on these remarks and summarising the main points in a clear way. I will 

end the section with some recommendations for people that are considering 

undertaking a similar project. 

general analysis

In general, I feel that I have very successfully undertaken this project. When I started 

planning my visit to Brazil, I was still very much unsure about what to expect and it 

admittedly took me a few days to truly feel comfortable in the country, but by the 

end, I was much more independent in my movements. With more time, I could 

naturally have seen much more of the country’s modernist heritage, but I feel that I 

managed to experience a great deal nonetheless, and the guide that I am in the 

process of creating is testament to that. 

I certainly think that, even though I missed out on certain activities and sites that I 

would have seen if I had not been occupied by the project at hand, I experienced each 

city more than I would have otherwise. I was also able to enjoy my evenings in other 

ways and met interesting people, both Brazilians and fellow gringos. As a result, I 

was able to also experience other sides to each of the city’s I visited. This is also true 

of the food that I ate while travelling. In general, when I travel, one of my top 

priorities is to sample as much of the local cuisine as possible, and Brazil was not 

different. This was one of the easiest ways for me to quickly see local differences 

between the cities, another being the accent and local slang of the city’s residents. 
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Despite not expecting it to be particularly important before arriving in Brazil, Uber 

quickly became a necessity and was also a great way for me to practice my 

conversational Portuguese on a daily basis. It is also incredibly cheap in Brazil, which 

was of course useful but it did make me somewhat concerned about each driver’s 

pay, although the drivers seemed positive about their experiences driving for Uber 

and the largest Brazilian ride-hailing company 99. I also made sure to ask each driver 

about how they liked their respective city, as this was of course my easiest contact to 

the city’s residents, making it even more useful.  

Another important point to mention here is that I got incredibly lucky with many 

oftentimes random factors that could have delayed or hampered my trip. This 

includes the weather, travel delays, accidents or illnesses, bureaucratic stringency 

and potential security risks. I was never stopped from the task at hand by more than 

a few hours, which was incredibly fortunate, for otherwise part of my project could 

have been at risk. 

limitations

An important and obvious limitation that my project undoubtedly suffered from was 

a lack of time. While this was a clear setback during my time in Brazil, this limitation 

also affected the project in other ways, as I also had a lack of time to prepare for my 

project initially, meaning that I had not completed all of the necessary research that I 

had planned. A lack of time in each specific city meant that I often prioritised seeing 

over understanding or in-depth examination, as I was trying to amass a certain 

volume of data, rather than just seeing the best-known buildings. This did, 

unfortunately, have the negative consequence that I often did not dedicate enough 

time to each building that I visited.  

To ameliorate this situation and also to make sure that I was not rushed for time in 

each city, which would have also negatively affected my energy levels, I decided to 

cut down the number of cities I visited, as I had initially planned trips to several 

others also. This did mean that I could better understand the individual differences 
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between each of the cities I saw, but it is hard, if not impossible, to understand a 

city’s dynamics and get an authentic feel after only a couple days there, especially as 

someone’s experience of a place is inherently affected by temperament, prior 

expectation and environmental factors. 

Another slight limitation was that I was not able to talk to many architectural 

experts. While this may be a slight issue, the aim of the book was to be an 

introduction, with the aim of allowing people to find out more themselves and so I 

do not ultimately feel that this has been too problematic for the project.  

A related problem is that I, myself, am not a specialist in the field of architecture. I 

have studied the philosophy and sociology of architecture a fair amount but have 

little grounding in architectural techniques and practices. This does of course mean 

that my project is limited to a certain degree. Nevertheless, my intention with this 

project was not to write for specialists, but rather to offer an introduction to people 

that are interested in the topic but do not have much knowledge or experience, while 

containing enough specificity for someone with more grounding in the field to find it 

of interest. My guide can thus best be understand as popular architecture.  

Another limitation previously hinted as was my lack of professional equipment and 

photographic experience. A better end result would have required expensive 

equipment and an experienced photographer using it, an indisputable fact. It would 

have been much more time intensive to have done the project in this way, however, 

without mentioning the increased cost. Thus, I feel that I found a good balance with 

my end product, as more recent iPhones do have excellent cameras and have even 

been used for high end films and photography in the past. Using my phone also 

meant I could travel much more lightly, attract less attention to myself on the street 

and it made it easier to sync my photos between devices. Uploading my content to 

Instagram and my blog was also remarkably simple on my phone.  

A similar problem was my lacking top-end software. I was not able to use InDesign 

due to the cost and this would perhaps have made the process simpler. The same 
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goes for fonts, as the best need to be purchased. I do feel, however, that scribus and 

the fonts I chose are suitable and have allowed me to demonstrate my work in a 

polished way.  

Another limit to the project is that I did not see every modernist building in every 

city in the country, as I only went to visit those that I thought were the most 

important for the task, and at times did not have the time to see all of the city’s 

modernist heritage. This does limit my finished product somewhat but I have done 

as well as possible, given this limitation, and do not feel that the gaps that do exist 

are of the greatest significance.  

One final limitation that I have already mentioned throughout this report is my 

initial anxiety after arriving in Brazil. This meant that I oftentimes did not want to 

explore cities by foot on my own, as I was not willing to put myself at unnecessary 

risk. I was also, for example, towards the start of my trip, I was still at times afraid to 

use my phone to take pictures, which is a justified anxiety but only to an extent. With 

more confidence in this regard, I could have perhaps taken better photographs, 

although luckily this was only really relevant at the start of my visit.  

It is somewhat unfortunate that I have to add to this section on the day of the report’s 

submission but I feel that it is crucial to mention that the genuine risks of being 

mugged in Brazil cannot be underestimated. Just yesterday (November 28), I was 

mugged by three young men on my way home from work. While I was luckily not 

majorly injured (I have minor bruising on my forehead and temple), I did however 

have my phone, keys and wallet stolen. Luckily, due to my previous preparations, 

this kind of event does not have lasting damaging consequences for the outcome of 

the project, as my data is secure, but it does highlight the genuine risks that are 

present in this country, especially after dark. 

personal reflection and development
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It is hard to overstate the benefits that I accrued thanks to undertaking this project. I 

will likely forget one or two more fringe benefits in this section, as I do feel that my 

experiences in Brazil, as well as the organisation and planning required to do this 

project, have provided a large number of personal benefits for me, both in terms of 

skills and experience gained, and in terms of my personal character and intellectual 

development. 

It is hard to overstate the benefits that I accrued thanks to undertaking this project. I 

will likely forget one or two more fringe benefits in this section, as I do feel that my 

experiences in Brazil, as well as the organisation and planning required to do this 

project, have provided a large number of personal benefits for me, both in terms of 

skills and experience gained, and in terms of my personal character and intellectual 

development. 

A major benefit has come in terms of organisational skills and experience. This was 

not the first time I had organised events or projects, but it was the first time I have 

had to coordinate a solo project at such a grand scale. Good money, time and 

informational management were all crucial during this project and I have certainly 

gained more experience towards each of these ends. Similarly, this project has been 

great for my personal independence and has increased my confidence for 

undertaking tasks on my own, as well as my self-reliance.  

There were of course also some Brazil-specific benefits to doing this project. I am 

now able to speak fluent Portuguese and communicating daily during this trip 

greatly helped my comfort and confidence in speaking Portuguese. I was also able to 

learn a great deal about Brazil, which I had previously only known about from afar. 

My travels around the country also helped a great deal for my settling in São Paulo 

in September.  

I have also been able to greatly improve certain technological and writing skills, such 

as graphic design, publishing, web design, photography and concise writing. These 

new and/or improved skills have already come in useful for other projects that I 
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have been involved in, and have given me greater confidence when undertaking 

similar activities. 

It is however clear that the greatest benefit to me is related to my appreciation of 

urban spaces and architecture. Before starting this project, I was already interested in 

the topic but doing the project has helped me learn a lot more. I am also now much 

more receptive to built environments and my urban observation skills are greatly 

improved. Upon returning to Europe after the trip, I observed certain aspects in 

spaces I already knew well that I had started to better understand, thus making it 

clear that this has been the greatest personal benefit of the project, so far at least.  

I thus certainly think that having this project approved by the Lord Rootes Memorial 

Fund committee has had outstanding outcomes for me personally, and I hope that 

some of these positive personal outcomes will spread to others, in terms of my 

output but also for a future career. I have already made it clear throughout the report 

that I greatly enjoyed the entire experience and that it had both contemporaneous, as 

well as long-term benefits. Doing this project was not always straightforward but I 

feel that every struggle and tricky stretch was necessary and also taught me a great 

deal.  

summary

During this project, I stayed in 11 cities in Brazil (and visited a couple others), 

documenting the country’s rich architectural heritage, and sharing this while on the 

road in the form of an Instagram profile and Wordpress blog. After returning from 

the trip, I started to work on preparations for a guide to the country’s architecture, a 

process that is still ongoing. I am writing this guide using publishing software and 

will continue to update the file that is located on my Issuu page. The guide gives 

information about the country’s modernist architectural history and key architects, 

before city-specific sections will explore specific buildings in greater depth. To make 

the guide more interesting, I have tried to add some local information to each city’s 

section. 
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This report primarily focussed on my time spent travelling in Brazil, giving clear 

information on what I did on a day-to-day basis. The objective of this report was to 

show how I went about my process, rather than reiterating what is written on my 

blog and in my guide. I wrote this report in both a straightforward, chronological 

format, as well as in a tangential style, as I felt that this approach would best 

emphasise my experience.  

I slightly overspent on my allotted budget, as I at times decided to pay extra for 

better services (such as using Ubers over taxis). I will of course not be asking for this 

overspent money back, but have included it in my financial report in order to be 

transparent. 

Here are the links to my content: 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/trailsofniemeyer/

Wordpress blog: https://trailsofniemeyer.wordpress.com/

Issuu for my guide: https://issuu.com/trailsofniemeyer/docs/trailsproject

Website: TBC 

recommendations

The main recommendations that I have to give to someone that is interested in doing 

a similar project may seem fairly obvious, but are important nonetheless.  

The importance of starting work on the project before arriving the country where the 

project is being undertaken cannot be overstated. It is best to start as early as 

possible, as the day-to-day experience of travelling in a new country can be quite 

challenging, and so all preparation done before will be incredibly helpful. I was sadly 

extremely busy in the weeks leading up to my original flight to Brazil, with first a 

dissertation and then exam preparation, and so did not have as much time as I would 

have wanted. While I of course did manage to get through anyway, it would have 

https://www.instagram.com/trailsofniemeyer/
https://trailsofniemeyer.wordpress.com/
https://issuu.com/trailsofniemeyer/docs/trailsproject
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been beneficial if I had had more time to both academically and emotionally prepare 

for my trip. 

A related point is that you should try to be as organised as possible. By having all 

important documents in a certain folder on my phone, I was able to save a lot of time 

and hassle. A good idea, for example, is to save everything in the cloud. Preparing 

myself for all eventualities meant that I ultimately saved my project, as I would 

otherwise have lost some of my photos. It is thus important to always have backups 

of all digital data and it is even better if one of these backups is in the cloud.   

Another key recommendation is that it is important to not have too many 

expectations, be they positive or negative, and to be prepared for all eventualities, 

which goes back to the importance of organisation. A similar point is that you should 

try to not be prejudiced when faced with new situations. It took me a little while to 

learn how to be street smart, without putting myself in perilous situations in Brazil, 

but could maybe have been quicker if I had not had certain preconceived notions 

about safety in the country. It must be added that these notions did not just come 

from being a European; Uber drivers were far more risk-averse than most foreigners 

I encountered in the country, although naturally their biases are probably grounded 

in fact also, to an extent. 

After learning the hard way, I can also wholeheartedly recommend anyone that 

wants to create content using a publisher to first do the necessary research. Before 

starting, I had very little knowledge in this field and after reading some handy 

articles and only guides, the process became far more intuitive and the results far 

better.
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Financial report  

Date of Flight Time of 

Flight/Bus 

Travel Type 

(Company in 

Brackets)

Route Price 

(BRL)

Travel Time

12/06/2018 11:20-14:05, 

17:05-21:10 

Flight (TAPAIR) London  Lisbon Belém €380.70 

(£342.30) 

2h45, 3h wait, 

9h5 

15/06/2018 16:45-18:35 Flight (GOL) Belém  Fortaleza £62.05 1h50 

17/06/2018 20:00-21:10 Flight (GOL) Fortaleza  Recife £84.18 1h10 

20/06/2018 13:20-14:50 Flight (Azul) Recife  Salvador £53.12 1h 30 

24/06/2018 10:55-12:50 Flight (Gol) Salvador  Brasília £69.01 1h 55 

28/06/2018 16:30-17:40 Flight (Gol) Brasília  Belo Horizonte £56.05 1h 10 

28/06/2018 19:00-19:30 Bus (Unir) Belo Horizone Confins  Belo 

Horizonte Centre 

$12.70 30 mins 

01/07/2018 08:15-10:00, 

17:30-19:30 

Bus (Saritur) Belo Horizonte  Inhotim $73.70 2h 

01/07/2018 21:45-6:37 Coach (União) Belo Horizonte  Vitória $132.50 8h 40 

04/07/2018 23:15-7:15 Coach (Kaissara) Vitória  Rio de Janeiro $129.77 8h 

08/07/2018 11:00-11:30, 

17:00-17:30 

Bus 

(1001) 

Rio de Janeiro  Niterói $10 each 

way 

30 mins 

11/07/2018 7:30-13:30 Bus (1001) Rio de Janeiro  São Paulo $132 6h 

16/07/2018 17:00-23:10 Bus (Kaissara) São Paulo  Curitiba $87 6h 

19/07/2018 21:30-7:20 Coach (Penha) Curitiba  Porto Alegre $217.53 9h 50 

22/07/2018 19:45-10:30, 

12:55-15:35 

Flight (TAPAIR) Porto Alegre  Lisbon 

London 

€699.24 

(£628.70) 

8h45, 2h25 

wait, 2h40 

Date of 

Arrival 

Destination 

and Nights 

Accommodation Total Cost 

(BRL) 

Paid 

Before 

Paid at Property 

12/06/2018 Belém x 3 Grand Hostel 

Belém 

$150 £4.79 $127.50 

15/06/2018 Fortaleza x 2 Refugio Hostel 

Fortaleza 

$60 £1.92 $51.00 

17/06/2018 Recife x 3 Piratas da Praia 

Hostel 

$135.60 £4.33 $115.26 

20/06/2018 Salvador x 4 Açaí Hostel $100 £3.14 $85.00 

24/06/2018 Brasília x 4 Joy Hostel $200 £6.39 $170.00 

28/06/2018 Belo Horizonte 

x 3 

Hostel Salvassi $150 £6.51 $130.00 

02/07/2018 Vitória x 2 Guanaaní Hostel $76 £2.44 $64.60 

05/07/2018 Rio de Janeiro x 

6 

Books Hostel $244 £10.29 $195.20 
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Hostels Paid Before = £53.87 

Hostels Paid There = $1220.18 = £225.30 

Hostels Total = $1464.40 = £279.17 

Additional Costs 

Cash Taken Out Where 
Day taken out - day 

finished 

$500 Belem, Fortaleza 12/06/2018 – 16/06/2018 

$500 Fortaleza, Recife 16/06/2018 - 19/06/2018 

$500 Recife, Salvador 18/06/2018 – 24/06/2018 

$500 Brasilia 24/06/2018 – 27/06/2018 

$500 Brasília, Vitória 27/06/2018 – 03/07/2018 

$500 Vitória, Rio 04/07/2018 – 10/07/2018 

$500 São Paulo, Curitiba 11/07/2018 – 17/07/2018 

$300 Curitiba, Porto Alegre 17/07/2018 – 22/07/2018 

Cash Payment Total (Including hostels): $3800 = £720 

Credit Card Payment Total (Including Buses ($805.20 = £153) and hostels): 

€397.76+€199.17=€592.93 = £537 

Uber Total Amount from 64 Rides = $904.11 = £171.50 

Hostels Paid Before = £53.87 

Flight Total = £1295.41 

Total Amount: 2777.78 

Proposed Budget 

Travel Costs 

Travel Insurance (Insure for Travel ‘Diamond’): £40 

Flight to Belém (From London Heathrow via Lisbon): £530 

Flight to London (From Porto Alegre, via São Paulo): £640 

Travel between cities in Brazil: £570 

11/07/2018 São Paulo x 5 Cafe Hostel  $144.90 £5.39 $118.82 

16/07/2018 Curitiba x 3 Social Hostel $106 £5.57 $79.50 

20/07/2018 Porto Alegre x 3 Solar63 Hostel $98 £3.10 $83.30 
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Subtotal: £1780 

Brazil Costs 

Accommodation: £456 

Food (£10 average per day): £440 

Subtotal: £896 

Total Cost of Project = £2,676 

Actual Budget 

Travel Costs 

Travel Insurance (already included on credit card): £0 

Flight to Belém: £342.30 

Flight to London: £628.70 

Travel between cities in Brazil: £324.41 (Flights) + £153 (Buses) = £477.41 

Uber Costs: £171.50 (See below for full list of rides, downloaded from Uber website) 

Subtotal: £1619.91 

Brazil Costs 

Accommodation (full details in the Itinerary section): £279.17 

Food (£13 average per day): £520 

Ear Check-up: $300 = £57 

Phone SIM and credit = $100 = £19 

Extra Costs (Buses and other transportation, Museum entry, day excursions, laundry, 

foreign currency exchange etc) = £282.70 

Subtotal: 1157.87 

Total Cost of Project = 2777.78 
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Pickup Driver Fare Car City Payment Method 

07/22/18 Ricardo⭐ Augusto R$17.79 UberX Porto Alegre •••• 3995 

07/20/18 Wagner⭐ R$8.45 UberX Porto Alegre •••• 3995 

07/19/18
Guilherme 

Eduardo 
R$9.79 UberX Curitiba •••• 3995 

07/19/18 Rodrigo R$11.42 UberX Curitiba •••• 3995 

07/19/18 Jagney R$9.82 UberX Curitiba •••• 3995 

07/18/18 Thiago Luiz R$10.11 UberX Curitiba •••• 3995 

07/16/18 Everaldo R$11.86 UberX Curitiba •••• 3995 

07/15/18 Ranieri R$11.93 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/15/18 Jordy R$15.47 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/15/18 Rogerio R$17.15 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/13/18 Julian R$11.01 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/13/18 Marcelo R$9.71 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/13/18 Jose R$21.35 UberX Sao Paulo •••• 3995 

07/11/18 Paulo Antonio R$12.21 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 

07/10/18 Vilson R$8.45 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 

07/10/18 Luiz Claudio R$9.45 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 
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07/01/18 Felipe ⭐ R$10.24 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

07/01/18 Robert R$9.47 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

07/01/18 Alanderson ⭐ R$9.64 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

06/30/18 Elisson Felix R$10.48 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

07/07/18 Edson Bruno R$14.04 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 

07/07/18 Francisco R$15.82 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 

07/05/18 Cicero Batista R$17.18 UberX Rio de Janeiro •••• 3995 07/04/18 Hudson ⭐ R$6.82 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/04/18 Marcos R$14.68 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/04/18 Alecir ⭐ R$14.65 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/04/18 Mariana R$21.58 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/03/18 Osvaldo R$9.56 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/03/18 Marcio R$10.67 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/02/18 Daniel R$17.35 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/02/18 Johnny R$20.87 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 

07/02/18 Milton R$7.16 UberX Vitória •••• 3995 
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06/29/18 Olavio R$28.36 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

06/29/18 Wladney R$25.10 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

06/28/18 Marcelo R$9.60 UberX 
Belo 

Horizonte 

•••• 

3995 

06/28/18 Francisco R$29.49 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/28/18 Vicente R$9.92 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/27/18 Fabson R$17.30 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/27/18 Jose Ronaldo ⭐ R$15.60 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/26/18 Jose Edvar R$20.60 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/26/18 Raphael R$10.48 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/25/18 Fellipe R$12.82 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/25/18 Fausto ⭐ R$15.33 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 

06/24/18 Lincoln Olegario R$27.11 UberX Brasilia 
•••• 

3995 
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06/23/18 Márcio R$11.87 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/23/18 Rui Lazaro R$10.38 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/23/18 Ricardo R$18.16 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/22/18 Jose Nery R$15.68 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/21/18 Nandson R$8.68 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/20/18 Antonio Carlos R$7.14 UberX Salvador 
•••• 

3995 

06/20/18 Valdy R$13.07 UberX Recife 
•••• 

3995 

06/18/18 Osiel Samuel R$13.10 UberX Recife 
•••• 

3995 

06/17/18 Amadheus Gabriel R$14.24 UberX Recife 
•••• 

3995 

06/17/18 
Francisco 

Maximiano 
R$23.79 UberX Fortaleza 

•••• 

3995 

06/17/18 Isaias R$14.87 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/17/18 Rene R$6.75 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 
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06/16/18 Fabio R$9.80 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/16/18 Antonio Jose R$16.46 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/16/18 Edmar R$16.09 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/16/18 Maycon Davys R$7.00 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/15/18 Rondinelle R$7.58 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/15/18 Daniel R$13.65 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/15/18 Ivanildo Luiz R$28.84 UberX Fortaleza 
•••• 

3995 

06/15/18 Walber dos santos R$19.07 UberX Belem 
•••• 

3995 


