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Dear Student 
 
You’ve probably realised by now that Christmas is the most important public holiday in the United 
Kingdom.  It is a religious festival, but Christmas Day and Boxing Day (25 & 26 December) are equally 
important as a time for families to get together.  On these two days shops and public offices are closed, 
and few public services are available.  Local shops, including Cannon Park, will be closed, and most 
pubs, restaurants and public transport offer only a limited service.  New Year’s Day (1 January) is also a 
public holiday, and many offices are closed from Christmas Eve until New Year’s Day (24 December - 1 
January).  
 
The University is no exception to this.  It is officially closed from 1700 on Thursday 21st December 
2006 until Tuesday 2nd January 2006.  During this period none of the normal services will be available, 
including all academic departments, Rootes Social Building, the Students’ Union and Costcutters.  The 
Sports Centre and Arts Centre will be open for limited periods only. 
 
However, although most of the University will be closed, the International Office has arranged for the 
Chaplaincy to be opened daily, with ample supplies of tea, coffee and biscuits, for you to use as a “drop 
in centre”.  There will be daily newspapers and use of a TV and video player (you can rent your own 
videos from Blockbusters – see another page of this mailing) so please drop in and make use of the 
facilities or perhaps just meet up with other students in a warm, friendly environment. The Learning Grid 
in University House will also be open throughout Christmas except from the evening of 24th December to 
the morning of 26th December. 
 
You may also find it useful to use the “Christmas on campus” forum, at 
http://forums.warwick.ac.uk/university/christmas-on-campus/ This will allow you to contact other 
students who are around on campus, or nearby. It can also be used to communicate useful information 
about ideas of things to do during Christmas or to give more information about facilities that are 
available. This information could be posted by the International Office, or could be posted by you, if you 
want. 
  
Contained in this mailing are details of Christmas events organised by the International Office and others 
as well as details of local facilities’ opening times.  The International Office remains open until 11am on 
Thursday 21st December. Please read through the sheets and remember to come into the office to sign 
up for any activities you are interested in, or just to say hello.  For those of you who will be staying in 
Coventry during the Christmas break, information on what will be happening in the city can be found on 
the web site: http://christmas.visitcoventry.co.uk/ 
 
If you have chosen to spend the Christmas period with a HOST family I hope that you enjoy the 
experience of life in the UK.  Please remember to allow time for travel and bear in mind that some 
services will be very busy as most people will be travelling at about the same time as you.  Lastly, could 
you remember to write to your HOST family after your stay, it is very rewarding to receive a letter of 
thanks. 
 
Finally, have a good holiday, and best wishes from all in the International Office for a very Merry Christmas and New 
Year. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Esther Meininger       Ben Meering 
Welfare Officer       Welfare Secretary 



 
If this is your first time in the country, you’ve probably gathered by now that 
Christmas is the most important public holiday in the UK.  We thought you might like 
to know a bit more about the International traditions and background to this special 
time. 

Christmas is the Christian festival commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ, observed 
by most branches of the Church on 25 December.  The Christmas season or 
Christmastide is also known as the Twelve days of Christmas and extends from 
December 25 to 6 January. 

In churches and cathedrals there are some well-known songs and hymns which are 
only sung at Christmas, called carols. It is also common for groups of singers to walk 
the streets singing carols, and collecting money. 

Did you know?  

• The practice of celebrating Christmas on 25 December began in the Western 
Church early in the 4th-century.  

• Historians do not know the date of Jesus’ birth.  The Roman Catholic Church 
chose December 25 as a Christian substitute for the pagan festival held 
around that date to celebrate the birth of the unconquered Sun.  They hoped 
to draw pagans into their religion by allowing them to continue with their 
festivities whilst also honouring the birthday of Jesus. 

• Members of the Eastern Orthodox church celebrate the date of Jesus’ 
baptism more on 6 January.  
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Christmas is a time for giving presents – to close friends and family.  For Christians, it 
is a reminder of God’s gift of Jesus to mankind. 

The children get very excited on Christmas Eve because they are waiting for Father 
Christmas to bring them a sackful of presents.  He flies around the night-sky in a 
sleigh drawn by reindeer visiting every home where he delivers the children’s 
presents by climbing down the chimney while they are asleep, putting them into 
stockings which are hung up on the mantelpiece.  Santa Claus lives at the North 
Pole, and wears a red fur-lined robe, or suit and bonnet.  

Like anywhere in the world a festival means eating particular dishes and Christmas is 
no exception.  There is Christmas dinner, usually turkey with cranberry sauce or a 
goose with many vegetables.  This is followed by Christmas pudding, a boiled 
pudding of mixed dried fruits and brandy sauce.  Often, during the meal, the 
participants will pull their Christmas Crackers, which make a loud bang, and open to 
reveal party hats, toys and silly jokes to read. 

Later in the day there will be Christmas cake, again a rich fruit cake covered with 
marzipan and decorated with icing, and perhaps sherry trifle, a cold layered dessert 
of sponge and fruit soaked in sherry topped with custard and cream.  Christmas is 
certainly not a time for dieting! 

 

 

You may want to go to the theatre during this period to see a pantomime. This 
entertainment is based on a fairy tale, with music and topical jokes, which was 
developed in Victorian and Edwardian Britain.  There is usually a lot of audience 
participation – singing, calling out, and responding to the characters on stage. 

New Year’s Eve is party time, to see out the old year and welcome in the new. 
People cheer when the clock strikes midnight, wish everyone a Happy New Year, let 
off fireworks, have a drink to welcome in the New Year, and sing a traditional Scottish 
song called Auld Lang Syne. After midnight, there is first footing, the first-foot being 
the first person to enter a house on New Year's Day. Traditionally the first-foot should 
be tall, dark-haired, and male, and should carry gifts of food, drink, and fuel.   New 
Year’s Day is a public holiday, which most people need to recover from the party the 
night before!



 
CAMPUS FACILITIES 

 
 

THE CHAPLAINCY 
 
If you want somewhere warm and friendly to go over the Christmas “closedown” period 
(Thursday 21st December pm to Tuesday 2nd January), why not drop into the University 
Chaplaincy.  The Chaplaincy will be open to all students throughout the Christmas vacation.   
 
When is it open?  9.00 am - 11.00 pm daily 
 
What’s provided? Free newspapers, a TV and video player (for watching videos 

only), a radio, free tea, coffee and biscuits, and plenty of space to 
meet up with your friends. 

 
 
University House 
 
As well as the chaplaincy, the other part of the University that will be open during the Christmas 
closedown period is University House, which will be open to allow 24 hour access to the 
Learning Grid.  University House will only be closed from 7pm on Christmas Eve to 7am on 
Boxing Day. The Learning Grid will be staffed from 12noon to 6pm every day, as usual. 
 
 
Library 
 
During the University Christmas closure period (22 December 2006 to 1 January 2007) the 
Library opening hours will be as follows: 
 
Friday 22 December-Saturday 23 December (inclusive) - 11:00-18:00 
Sunday 24 December-Tuesday 26 December (inclusive) – CLOSED  
Wednesday 27 December-Saturday 30 December (inclusive) - 11:00-18:00 
Sunday 31 December-Monday 1 January 2007 (inclusive) – CLOSED 
 
During this period the Library will be open purely for access to the building and resources on a 
self service basis only. There will not be access to staffed services including enquiry services 
during this period.  Certain areas of the Library such as the Short Loan area and Silent Reading 
Room will be closed for security reasons. 
 
If you will still be here during the Christmas break and want to use the library, please email Ben 
Meering on b.meering@warwick.ac.uk and I will inform the library that you will still be here. You 
would then be able to borrow more books than usual. 
 
 
Student Status Letters 
 
If you need a student status letter from the International Office before the Christmas closedown, 
you should request it by coming to the office and filling in a green form by Friday 15th December 
at the latest. 



 
TRIPS AND EVENTS 

 
 

International Office events - http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/international/living/events/ 
 
Christmas Supper – Wednesday 13th December  
 
You are invited to come for a tasty three course hot meal and to sing some traditional Christmas Carols. 
Held in the Chaplaincy. Food will be served at 6pm. Price: £2. Entrance by ticket only. Please buy your 
tickets in advance in the International Office to be certain of getting a place. Dress code: informal. 
 
Trip to Gloucester – Saturday 16th December 
 
If you want to see somewhere new, come to Gloucester. It has some nice docks to look around, as well 
as some interesting museums. Price: £10. Tickets are on sale in the International Office. The coach will 
leave University House on campus at 9:30am, arriving in Gloucester at about 11am. It will leave 
Nottingham at 5pm, and return to campus at around 6:30pm. 
 
To be added to the trips and events mailing list, to receive information about trips in 2007 please email 
b.meering@warwick.ac.uk  
 

 
 
 
Other events 
  
Friday 15th December – Baby B (10pm – 2am in the Students’ Union). Party music. 
 
Saturday 16th December – The Warwick Graduates’ Association (WGA) Christmas Party. Current 
students are welcome to attend. Tickets are £8, and are on sale online at 
http://www.sunion.warwick.ac.uk/portal/ents/event/2760/ , or can be bought from Advance (bring your 
student ID card) 
 
Titicaca are organising trips to Scotland and mainland Europe. For details, including how to buy tickets 
please see www.titicaca.co.uk  
 
Details of Christmas events in Birmingham can be found on http://www.birmingham.gov.uk/christmas.bcc 
Details of Christmas events in Coventry can be found on http://www.coventry.gov.uk/ccm/content/city-
development-directorate/culture-%26-leisure/events-activities/whats-on/events-and-activities-in-
december.en 
Details of Christmas events in Kenilworth can be found on http://www.kenilworthweb.com/events.htm 
Details of Christmas events in Leamington Spa can be found on http://www.playingout.org/whats-on.html 
 
If you wish to stay in London for Christmas you may want to consider staying at International Students’ 
House: http://www.ish.org.uk/ 
 
If you are in Coventry over the Christmas period, it may be possible for you to have dinner with a British 
family on Christmas Day.  Places are limited but if you would like to experience a traditional British 
Christmas and have not made arrangements so to do contact Revd Dr Stuart Jennings (Free Church 
chaplain) on S.B.Jennings@warwick.ac.uk or ring him on 0798 957 9858 and he will see what he can do.  
This is a scheme run by the churches of Coventry in liaison with the International Offices of Warwick and 
Coventry Universities. 



HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
 
Doctors: 
 
The Health Centre on campus (www.uwhc.org.uk) will close at 5pm on Thursday 21st December, 
and reopen at 9am on Tuesday 2nd January. Between these dates, if you are registered with the 
Health Centre and need medical care urgently please phone 02476 524888 for a recorded 
message giving further contacts. 
 
If you are registered with a doctor in Coventry, for emergency out of hours medical problems 
between 6:30pm and 8am or at weekends please phone 01926 888026. Although this is a 
Leamington Spa number, it is nevertheless the correct out of hours emergency contact for 
students registered with doctors in Coventry. 
 
If you are registered with a doctor in Leamington Spa or Kenilworth, please phone your surgery 
number for out of hours emergency contact details. 
 
If you have not registered with a doctor and need emergency medical care, please contact 
Coventry NHS walk-in centre, on 02476 246789, or visit them. They are on Stoney Stanton 
Road, adjacent to Coventry & Warwickshire Hospital, and are open every day, including during 
the Christmas period, from 7am to 10pm.  
Another medical care contact is NHS direct – tel: 0845 46 47 
The University of Warwick strongly recommends that students register with a doctor as soon as 
possible. 
 
If you are receiving repeat medication, please order the medicine you need for the Christmas 
holidays as soon as possible, to ensure that you receive it in time. 
 
A list of local pharmacies and their opening hours for the above days will be displayed on the 
Health Centre window. 
 
 
 
 
Emergency Contraception: 
 
SHARC (Sexual Health and Reproduction Care) 
Location: Coventry and Warwick Hospital Site, Stoney Stanton Road 
Phone 02476 961300 to make an appointment 
Closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years’ Eve, and New Year’s Day 
 
BPAS (British Pregnancy Advisory Service) – www.bpas.org 
Phone 08457 30 40 30 to make an appointment in either Coventry or Leamington Spa 
The helpline will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s Day 
 
Coventry NHS walk-in centre can also provide some emergency contraception. Please see 
above for details 
 
 
 



 
 

EMERGENCIES, SECURITY AND MAINTENANCE 

 
 
When Rootes is shut, all emergencies and maintenance problems concerning University 
managed accommodation should be reported to Security Staff at the main gatehouse - tel: 02476 
522083 – (available night or day).  
 
Please also phone this number if you need the assistance or advice of security staff. 
 
If your emergency is serious enough to require immediate assistance from ambulance, police or 
fire brigade dial 02476 522222 if you are on campus at the time, or dial 999 if you are off campus 

 
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES 
 
 

Coventry Cathedral - www.coventrycathedral.org.uk  
 
Saturday 16th December 15:00 – Family Carols 
Friday 22nd December 19:00 – Cathedral Carols  
Monday 25th December 10:30 – Christmas Day service 
 
 
St John’s Westwood (tel: 02476 470515) 
 
Sunday 17th December 18:30 – carol service 
Sunday 24th December 10:30 – Christmas Eve service 
Monday 25th December 10:30 – Christmas Day service 
 
St Joseph the worker (tel: 02476 419111) 
 
Sunday 24th December 2330 – carols followed by midnight mass 
Monday 25th December 1000 – Christmas Day mass 
 
 
 
 



POST 
 
 
The University Post Room at Westwood – tel: 02476 522780 - will close at 1200 on 
Thursday 21st December and reopen at 0830 on Tuesday 2nd January. 
 
The Students’ Post Room/Rootes Post Room – tel: 02476 522098 - (located on 
central campus next to the launderette) will also close at 1200 on Thursday 21st 
December and reopen at 0830 on Tuesday 2nd January. 
 
The Post Office on campus (tel: 02476 523680) will be closed from Friday 22nd 
December to Monday 1st January inclusive. 
 
Last posting dates before Christmas: 
 
International airmail: 
South & Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle East, Asia, Far East, New 
Zealand and Australia – Friday 8th December 
Japan, USA, Canada and Eastern Europe – Monday 11th December 
Western Europe – Wednesday 13th December 
 
UK: 
Standard Parcels and Mail Order Return Parcels – Wednesday 13th December 
Second Class mail – Saturday 16th December 
First Class mail – Tuesday 19th December 
Special Delivery – Thursday 21st December 
Special Delivery with Saturday Guarantee – Friday 22nd December 
 

BANKS 
 
The information below refers to the banks on campus: 
 
NatWest Bank 
Tel: 0845 604 1604 
Closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day 
 
HSBC Bank 
Tel: 08457 404 404 (the Customer Service agent on this number should be able to 
answer your questions, but if you specifically want to talk to the campus branch ask 
to be put through to the branch with sort code number 401862) 
HSBC will close at midday on Friday 22nd December, and will reopen on Tuesday 2nd 
January. 
 
Barclays Bank 
Tel: 02476 814200 
Closed between Saturday 23rd December and Tuesday 2nd January 
 
Cash points will remain open during these periods. However, please make sure that 
you have enough cash to last you over the Christmas period in case the machines run 
out of money. 
 



SHOPS 
 
Costcutters  
 
Both branches of Costcutters (on central campus and at Westwood) are closed from Friday 22nd 
December to Monday 1st January inclusive 
 
Tesco Cannon Park 
 
Closes at 4pm on Sunday 24th December 
Reopens at 8am on Wednesday 27th December 
Closes at 4pm on Sunday 31st December 
Resumes normal opening times at 8am on Tuesday 2nd January 
 
 

PUBS & RESTAURANTS 
 
Queen & Castle 
Castle Gardens, Kenilworth 
Tel: 01926 852661 
 
Open every day until 11pm, except on the evening of 24th December. Meals are served between 
12noon and 10pm (except on Boxing Day when they will stop serving at 8pm), but it is advisable 
to book meals in advance. 
 
 
Virgins & Castle 
High Street, Kenilworth 
Tel: 01926 853737 
 
Open every day from 11am to 11pm, except on Christmas Day, when they will open from 11am 
to 2pm only. Filipino, Japanese and English meals are served every day except Christmas Day, 
from 12noon to 3.30pm and from 6pm to 9.30pm, but it is advisable to book meals in advance. 
 
On Boxing Day there is a duck race taking place around noon, which has become a local 
tradition in Kenilworth, when people from this pub go to a nearby stream (near the castle) and 
have a race of floating toy ducks down the stream. 
 
 
Take-away food 
 
 Snappy Pizza,     Baltihut  - (Curry dishes) 
 49 Spon End Coventry    193 Melbourne Road, Coventry 
 Tel: 02476 691177     Tel: 02476 712032 
 Closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day Closed on Christmas Day 
 Otherwise open 12 noon – 11pm or later  Otherwise open 5pm – 12:30am 
 
Both of these restaurants can deliver food to campus, but will need to arrange to meet you on the 
nearest road to your accommodation. 
 



 
 

TRAVELLING 
 
General Travel Information 
The Traveline phone service, giving times for public transport, is available every day except Christmas Day 
On Boxing Day it will be available from 1000 to 1800. On other days it will be available from 0700 to 2230. 
Tel: 0870 608 2608 
 
Train information (tel: 08457 484950) 
www.thetrainline.com 
 
No trains run on Christmas Day or Boxing Day 
 
12 bus information 
Travel West Midlands (tel: 02476 817000) 
www.travelwm.co.uk 
 
Friday 22nd December – last day of normal vacation weekday service 
Saturday 23rd December – normal vacation Saturday service 
Sunday 24th December – normal vacation Sunday service 
Monday 25th December – NO SERVICE 
Tuesday 26th December – NO SERVICE  
Wednesday 27th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Thursday 28th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Friday 29th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Saturday 30th December - normal vacation Saturday service 
Sunday 31st December –normal vacation Sunday service 
Monday 1st January – NO SERVICE  
Tuesday 2nd January - normal vacation weekday service resumes 
 
U1 unibus information 
Stagecoach (tel: 01788 535555) 
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/warwickshire/ 
 
Friday 22nd December – last day of normal vacation weekday service 
Saturday 23rd December – normal vacation Saturday service 
Sunday 24th December – normal vacation Sunday service 
Monday 25th December – NO SERVICE 
Tuesday 26th December – NO SERVICE 
Wednesday 27th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Thursday 28th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Friday 29th December - limited service (as for vacation Saturday service) 
Saturday 30th December - normal vacation Saturday service  
Sunday 31st December – normal vacation Sunday service 
Monday 1st January - NO SERVICE 
Tuesday 2nd January – normal vacation weekday service resumes 
 
 
 
Taxis 
 
Lewis Taxis Ltd – 02476 666666 
Allens Taxi Service – 02476 555555 
 
Both of the companies above will offer services throughout the Christmas period. Please note that taxi 
charges may be more expensive than usual over the Christmas period, so we advise you to check 
how much you will be charged before making the journey. 
 



SPORTS 
 
University Sports 
 
www.warwick.ac.uk/services/sportscentre 
 
Central Campus Sports Centre (tel: 02476 523039) opening hours: 
 
Friday 15th December: 0715 – 2130 
Saturday 16th December: 0900 – 2130 
Sunday 17th December: 1000 – 1530 
Monday 18th December: 0800 – 2130 
Tuesday 19th December: 0715 – 2130 
Wednesday 20th December: 0715 – 2130 
Thursday 21st December: 0715 – 1030 
Friday 22nd December: CLOSED 
Saturday 23rd December: CLOSED 
Sunday 24th December: CLOSED 
Monday 25th December: CLOSED 
Tuesday 26th December: CLOSED 
Wednesday 27th December: 1000 – 1530 
Thursday 28th December: 1000 – 1530 
Friday 29th December: 1000 – 1530 
Saturday 30th December: 1000 – 1530 
Sunday 31st December: 1000 – 1530 
Monday 1st January: CLOSED 
Tuesday 2nd January: 0715 - 2130  
  
Westwood Campus Games Hall (tel: 02476 524734) opening hours: 
 
The Games Hall will be closed from Thursday 21st December to Monday 1st January inclusive 
 
 
 
Coventry Sports Centre (tel: 02476 252525) 
www.coventrysports.co.uk 
 
Monday 18th December: 0645 – 2230 (normal opening hours) 
Tuesday 19th December: 0645 – 2230 
Wednesday 20th December: 0645 – 2230 
Thursday 21st December: 0645 – 2230 
Friday 22nd December: 0645 – 2230 
Saturday 23rd December: 0645 – 2230 
Sunday 24th December: 0645 – 2230 
Monday 25th December: CLOSED 
Tuesday 26th December: CLOSED 
Wednesday 27th December: 0700 – 1700 
Thursday 28th December: 0700 – 1700 
Friday 29th December: 0700 – 1700 
Saturday 30th December: 0700 – 1700 
Sunday 31st December: 0700 – 1400 
Monday 1st January: CLOSED 
Tuesday 2nd January: 0645 – 2230 
 
Please check that the facilities that you want to use are available before going to the sports centre. 



VIDEO RENTAL 

 
Videos or DVDs can be rented or bought from Blockbusters (http://www.blockbuster.co.uk). They have outlets at: 

 
Tile Hill Lane 
Off Fletchamstead Highway 
Canley 
Coventry 
Warwickshire 
CV4 9BJ 
Tel: 024 7669 1722 
 
35 Abbey Court 
Abbey End 
Kenilworth 
Warwickshire 
CV8 1QJ 
Tel: 01926 851484 

270-272 Walsgrave Road 
Coventry 
West Midlands 
CV2 4BL 
Tel: 024 7644 2829 
 
 
 
Hinckley Road 
Coventry 
Warwickshire 
CV2 2TW 
Tel: 024 7660 4700 

 
 
 

Opening hours (for all stores): 
 

Friday 22nd December: 1100 to 2200 (normal hours) 
Saturday 23rd December: 1000 to 2000 
Sunday 24th December: 1200 to 1800 
Monday 25th December: CLOSED 
Tuesday 26th December: 1200 to 2100 
Wednesday 27th December: 1100 to 2200 

Thursday 28th December: 1100 to 2200 
Friday 29th December: 1100 to 2200 
Saturday 30th December: 1000 to 2000 
Sunday 31st December: 1200 to 1800 
Monday 1st January: 1100 to 2100 
Tuesday 2nd January: 1000 to 2200 

 
 
 
To rent videos or DVDs you must become a member of Blockbusters. To do this you must either take your credit or 
debit card with you (make sure you’ve signed the back) and be willing to give them your card details, or you must 
take 2 proofs of identity, e.g. passport, driving licence, bank statement, utility bill, but not a student status letter. One 
of these proofs of identity must have your signature. You could use a credit or debit card as one of the two proofs of 
identity, but not to give your card details, if you prefer. 

 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 
 

Although every effort has been made to check that the details in this mailing were correct at the time of publishing, 
the International Office accepts no responsibilities for any errors in this document. Please note that details of services 
provided by organisations outside the University of Warwick is given for your information only, and no specific 
recommendation is implied, and no responsibility is accepted for any problems encountered by students when 
dealing with the companies or services listed in this mailing. 



the bar Closes Tuesday 19th at 2300
reopens 4th January

VIVA Closes Wednesday 20 th at 1400
reopens 2nd January

Food & Drink Opening Times
Christmas Closing

Coffee Bar Closes Thursday 21st at 1400

& Restaurant reopens 2nd January

Outlets are operated by
Warwick food&drink, Rootes Social Building, University of Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL T: 024 7652 3279
Please note that times are subject to change without prior notice and are correct as 29th November 2006

Opening times are also displayed on the website: www.warwick.ac.uk/hospitality/about_us

Café Closes Wednesday 20th at 1400
gibbet hill reopens 2nd JanuaryGibbet Hill

Café library Closes Wednesday 20th at 1400
reopens 2nd January
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Cafe Closes Friday 15th at 1400
humanities reopens 8th January
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EAT Closes Wednesday 20th at 1430
reopens Sunday 7th January

Warwick
Arts Centre


